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Further on ESCAP Meeting in Thailand 


Rogachev Gives Speech 
BK 2903133589 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
1100 GMT 29 Mar 89 


{Text} On 28 March, Comrade Rogachev. Soviet deputy 
foreign minister and head of the Soviet delegation, 
addressed the 45th session of the UN Economic and 
Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific [ESCAP]. 
held in Bangkok. He said the Soviet Union has studied 
the establishment in its Far Eastern region of special 
zones for joint ventures, which will certainly help expand 
cooperation with the countries in Asia and the Pacific. 


On the same day, in the framework of the session. 
Comrade Rogachev met with Indonesian Foreign Min- 
ister Ali Alatas. The two sides examined a number of 
issues Concerning the expansion of bilateral relations and 
affirmed the readiness to contribute actively to solving 
the conflict in Cambodia by political means. 


Rogachev Views PRC-USSR Summit 
BK 2903011589 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
29 Mar 89 pp !, 3 


[Text] Soviet Deputy Foreign Minister Igor Rogachev 
yesierday cautioned against expectations that the Sino- 
Soviet summit in May would lead to a breakthrough to 
the Kampuchean problem. 


“There 1s a tendency to place much hope on the Sino- 
Soviet summit. Let me repeat that we are not in the 
position to make a final decision on behalf of the 
Kampuchean parties themselves. We can help from 
outside,” he said. 


The Deputy Foreign Minister also played down specula- 
tion that the Kampuchean issue would dominate the 
upcoming talks between Soviet and Chinese leaders. 


I'm sure that the whole meeting won't concentrate on just 
Kampuchea. We have many questions to be discussed, and 
among other international issues will be Kampuchea of 
course,” he said at a press interview yesterday. 


Mr Rogachev led the Soviet delegation at the annual 
ESCAP session in Bangkok, during which he met For- 
eign Minister Sitthi Sawetsila, Indonesian Foreign Min- 
ister Ali Alatas, and Vietnamese Vice Foreign Minister 
Tran Quang Co. 


Mr Rogachev said he is going to Being next month to 
discuss details of the summit. 


Regarding the superpowers’ part in the Kampuchean 
drama, he said the most important role must be left to 
countries in the region. 
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“I can’t speak for China, but the Soviet Union has stated 
that we are ready to help all sides directly involved in 
this conflict to seek a way out of this very old and 
complex problem. But we're not a direct actor,” he said. 


Mr Rogachev urged the four Khmer factions to resume 
dialogue among themselves. 


He said in his talks with Mr Alatas, and Mr Co, they all 
shared a common concern that the Kampuchean peace 
process is experiencing “some kind of delay.” 


“We think that one of the key problems ts to continue the 
dialogue between Prince Sihanouk and Hun Sen.” he said. 


However, the continuation of dialogue between the 
resistance and Phnom Penh leaders is not the only 
element. Equally important is the continuation of meet- 
ings between China and Vietnam. he said. 


Also accounting for the delay are “the hardening posi- 
tion of Prince Sihanouk and his reyection to hold another 
meet with Hun Sen.” 


“We hope that all sides concerned will go on with the 
talks and will from a mutually acceptable government 
and make it as soon as possible,” he sand. 


The Soviet Union ts confident that Vietnam will imple- 
ment its pledged withdrawal from Kampuchea by 1990 
or earlier, he said. 


“After many discussions with our Vietnamese friends, | 
once again conceded that we are confident that with- 
drawal will take place this year, and maybe by the end of 
September if there 1s a political solution,” he said. 


It 18 unrealistic to say that there will be a comprehensive 
settlement by September, but there’s a possibiin, «© 
partial solution, he said. 


Mr Rogachev also commented on the resistence’s demand 
about the simultaneous dismantling of the Coalition Gov- 
ernment of Kampuchea and the Phnom Penh regime. 


“Dismantling the coalition government is very easy 
because there's nothing io be dismantled,” he said, 
adding that the People’s Republic of Kampuchea’s struc- 
ture would meanwhile serve as “a major guarantee” 
against the return of Pol Pot’s genocidal regime. 


“But still let the Kampuchean parties themselves decide on 
how to create a new authority in Kampuchea,” he said. 


Regarding an international control mechanism for post- 
settlement Kampuchea, Mr Rogachev said the Soviet 
Union has its own ideas but does not want to impose 
them on any side. 


The four Kampuchean parties should work out the 
mechanism, he said, adding the position of Phnom Penh 
and Hanoi in this matter is rather flexible. 


“What I'm talking about are the external aspects and we 
think some of these aspects have already been ripe for 
solution,” he said. 
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“Phnom Penh is strong enough, can survive without 
continuation of talks with them,” he said at one point, 
adding he hoped Prince Sihanouk would “find a com- 
mon language” with Phnom Penh. 


Mr Rogachev also said that Soviet Prime Minister Niko- 
lay Ryzhkov will be visiting Thailand, Singapore and 
Australia. 


Vietnamese Delegate Addresses Sr:ssion 
BK 2903153389 Hanoi WNA in English 1510 GMT 
29 Mar 89 


[Text] Hano: VNA March 29—Speaking at the March 27 
session of the 45th annual conference of tie U.N. 
Economic and Scientific Commission for Asia and the 
Pacific (ESCAP), Deputy Foreign Minister Tran Quang 
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Co, head delegate of Vietnam, laid stress on the trend of 
dialogue and friendly cooperation among the nations in 
Southeast Asia over the past year and highly valued the 
fine development of the relationship between many 
countries inside and outside the region and Vietnam. 


He hailed the clear-sighted policy of Thai Prime Minister 
Chatchai Chunhawan to turn Indochina into a markct- 
place in the region and expressed his conviction that the 
positive developments inside and around Kampuchea 
made it possible for the countries in the region to think 
to and prepare for the construction and cooperation in 
the period after the Kampuchea issue is settled. He said: 
“Only through international cooperation, first of all! 
regional cooperation, can each country make full use of 
the new opportunities and effectively cope with the new 
challenges that are arising.” 
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Japan 


Controversy Over FSX Deal With U.S. Continues 


Mitsubishi Begins Forming Team 
OW 3003 135489 Tokyo KYODO in English 1319 GMT 
30 Mar 89 


[Text] Tekyo, March 30 KYODO—Mitsubishi Heavy 
Industries, Ltd., awarded a contract to make a basic 
design for the proposed new Japanese support fighter. 
FSX, by the Defense Agency Thursday night. one day 
before Fiscal 1988 ends, has begun forming a develop- 
ment team. 


Industry sources said, however, that the team would do 
practically no work for some time to come since the 
technical specifications of the F-16 fighter, on which the 
new fighter is to be based, have yet to be delivered by 
General Dynamics Corp. 


The sources said U.S. congressional and other quarters 
lay down three main conditions for the proposed conclu- 
sion of a contract between Mitsubishi Heavy Industries 
and General Dynamics (GD), Which will precede deliv- 
ery of such technica! specifications of the F-16. 


The conditions are: (1) a ban on the use of the source 
code, a computer program for controlling F-16 flights. 
for any purpose other than the FSX, (2) the transfer to 
the U.S. of technologies developed on FSX radar and 
monobloc main wing moulding and (3) the securing for 
GD of a share of at least 40 percent of the FSX 
production work. 


The sources said Mitsubishi and other Japanse enter- 
prises involved are waiting and watching closely what 
stand the Japanese Defense Agency will take. However, 
the sources feared that if the present situation should 
remain as it stands now, Japanese engineers wouid be far 
from happy. 


The sources said Japanese engineers feel that they could 
develop the FSX source code by themselves. They also 
said there would be no sense in remodelling the F-16, an 
old-fashioned plane, which made its initial flight more 
than a decade ago, the sources said. 


Official ‘Cooling Off 
OW300305 2889 Tokyo KYODO in English 0444 GMT 
30 Mar 89 


[Text] Washington, March 29 KYODO—The dispute 
between Japan and the United States on codevelopment 
of a new fighter is likely to drag on for months as talks 
between the two sides have bogged down on how to 
proceed with their first major joint weapons develop- 
ment project. 
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A senior Japanese official involved in negotiations this 
week has suggested a “cooling off” period while U.S. 
diplomatic sources predicted Wednesday that talks 
would not be resumed until July at the earliest. 


The new snarl was revealed as the White House publicly 
outlined for the first time the key differences with Japan 
over the FSX, the code name for a new Japanese support 
fighter. 


White House spokesman Marlin Fitzwater said the dif- 
ferences involve the U.S. share of work, technological 
spin-offs from the FSX project and the conditions under 
which Japan would be given access to cerain integrated 
computer programs for controlling the plane’s avionics 
and weapons systems. 


The U.S. is seeking a share of at least 40 percent of the 
work on both the development and production phases of 
the warplane, according to Japanese officials. 


Japan and the United States agreed last November to 
codevelop the fighter, which is to be based on General 
Dynamics’ F-16. 


The Bush administration decided to review the deal 
following new concern from the administration and 
Congress that the proposed agreement amounted to a 
giveaway of U.S. aviation technology to Japan. 


Rep. Mary Oakar. chairperson of the U.S. House of 
Representatives Economic Stabilization Subcommittee, 
said Wednesday her panel will hold a hearing on the FSX 
project on April 12. 


“We want to take a look at the FSX deal to determine 
what we are giving up and what we are getting in return,” 
the Ohio Democrat said. 


Japan's Vice Defense Minister Seiki Nishihiro broke off 
his talks with U.S. Secretary of State James Baker and 
other semior U.S. officials on Tuesday after the two sides 
failed to narrow their differences on the project. 


A senior Japanese official who took part in the talks said, 
speaking on condition of anonymity, that the two sides 
should “cool off their heads” before they meet again over 
the issue. 


A new twist to the row came Tuesday when Nishihiro 
revealed that the Japanese Defense Agency will proceed 
to sign a contract with Mitsubishi Heavy Industries, the 
designated prime Japanese developer of the aircraft, in 
the absence of a formal agreement with the U.S. 


He said the contract will be concluded by Friday, the last 
day of Japan's current fiscai year. 


Some congressmen have been angry over the Japanese 
decision to award the contract to Mitsubishi before the 
deal is sealed. 
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U.S. diplomatic sources say the Japanese move has made 
it difficult for Baker, who takes top priority in keeping 
good ties with Congress, to make concessions to Japan. 


Fresh U.S. congressional hearings apart, U.S. diplomats 
say such Japanese domestic political factors as the 
upcoming upper house elections scheduled in July make 
it unlikely for working oul a quick agreement on the deal. 


They said they fear that fresh talks for hammering out 
the differences might not get started at least until Japan's 
upper house elections are over. 


NHK Reports on Reactions 
OW 3003054689 Tokyo NHK General Television 
Networ k 
in Japanese 1000 GMT 29 Mar 98 


[Text] A meeting was held between Administrative Vice 
Minister of Defense Nishihiro and U.S. Secretary of 
State Baker on 28 March to discuss the question of 
Japan-U.S. joint development of the FSX. the next 
generation support fighter, which has been facing rough 
going amid the issues of high technology transfers and 
Japan-U.S. trade friction. The two sides at the meeting 
failed to reach a final agreement. However, because both 
sides at the meeting are said to have confirmed that the 
two countries would continue ‘oint devclopment for the 
FSX, the government decided to conclude a contract 
with Mitsubishi Heavy Industries tomorrow. According 
to Washington correspondent Teshima, both sides at the 
meeting agreed to promote the joint development of the 
FSX based on an agreement reached by the governments 
o! Japan and the United States last November. However. 
the U.S. side at the meeting strongly requested that the 
Japanese side promise definitely that U.S. enterprises 
would be given more than 40 percent of the share of the 
production stage for the FSX, the same amount as during 
the developmental stage. The Japanese side rejected this 
request. Thus, the Japan-U.S. negotiations on joint 
development failed to reach a final settlement. However. 
Stating that the Japanese side obtained a confirmation of 
promoting the joint development from the U-S. side, the 
government decided to conclude a basic contract with 
Mitsubishi Heavy Industries, a responsible enterprise fur 
joint development on the part of Japan. Japan’. deadline 
for the disbursement of this year’s funds 1s drawing near. 
as the fiscal year ends on 31 March. 


A source concerned with Japan-U.S. relations cited the 
following reasons for the rough negotiations at the final 
stage: In the United States, there are deep-rooted desires 
to put a brake on the outflow of technology to Japan to 
maintain U.S. superiority in the aviation industry. There 
are also opinions that it 1s necessary to take in Japan's 
superior advanced technology in the form of joint devel- 
opment. There are requests primarily from military 
industries to make profits by securing a certain share. 
Thus, views in the United States on ways to promote 
joint development are divided. The Defense Agency said 
that the future of joint development does not warrant 
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optimism becau.e there was no substantial progress in 
specific issues in the face of a tough stance by the U.S. 
side, which expressed its reluctance in transfering iigh 
technology to Japan at the Washington negotiations. 
Stating that Japan and the United States are in agree- 
ment on joint development in principle, the Defense 
Agency plans to conclude a contract with Mitsubishi 
Heavy Industries tomorrow. The technological assis- 
tance contract between Mitsubishi Heavy Industries and 
General Dynamic, which has information on the [-16. a 
prototype for the FSX, will take effect after domestic 
procedures are completed in each other's country. For 
this reason, the information on F-16 will be not be 
supplied to Japan so long as the U.S. Congress does not 
approve. Consequently, there is an unprecedented situ- 
ation in which joint development based on the F-16 
cannot begin. Because of this situation, the Defense 
Agency plans to urge the U.S. Government to take 
speedy measures to persuade Congress. In view of the 
tough U.S. stance, future Japan-U.S. negotiations are 
expected to face rough going. 


Participants at a joint meeting of three Liberal Demo- 
cratic Party defense-related councils held today voiced 
their discontent one after another with the U_S. stance 
toward the joint development of the FSX. At the meet- 
ing. Defense Agency Director General Tazawa made the 
following remarks: There are strong opinions in the 
United States that the supply of technology on the F-16 
to Japan helps develop Japan's aviation imdustry. At 
present, there are difficulties. Because the two countries 
agreed to continue joint development, we will conclude a 
contract for development with Mitsubishi Heavy Indus- 
tries. We will continue to consult w.th the US. side on 
the unresolved issues. In response to ihese remarks. 
some participants made the following statements: The 
same issue will come up in future negotiations on joint 
development unless Japan takes the stance that it can 
develop on its own. Japan should give up m:nt develop- 
ment and develop independently if the U.S. side makes 
another request. The United States has said tnat it would 
novi iink the defense issue to the economy. The iaiesi 
moves on the part of the U.S. side amount to a breach of 
this promise. Japan and the United States have already 
signed a memorandum. Thus, participants voiced their 
discontent with the U.S. stance. Respond’: to these 
statements, Defense Agency D..*ctor Gen, ai Tazawa 
said that the agency would tenacio. sly negotiate by 
taking the stance cf making no concessions based on the 
contents of the memorandum signed be. ween Japan and 
the United States. 


Ministry Supports G-7 Accord on Brady Plan 
OW 3003122189 Tokyo KYODO in Fneiish (200 GMT 
30 Mar 89 


[Text] Tokyo, March 30 KYODO—A sensor Finance 
Ministry official said Thursday that Japan hopes the 
Group of Seven (G-7) meeting of finance nyt nisters and 
central bankers in early April would reach a basic accoid 
on a new debt-relief strategy designed by U.':. Treasury 
Secretary Nicholas Brady. 
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The officia’, who wishec to remiuin anonymous, said the 
coming G-7 session in Washington will discuss debt 
problems from Brady s point of view announced earlier 
this month. Brady called for world lending agencies to 
extend funds to ease huge burden of debtor nations. 


The Brady strategy is an apparent departure from his 

, James Baker's so-called Baker pian, which 
called for debtor developing countries’ economic growth 
and reform to enable them to repay their debts. 


The official said he hopes the G-7 nations would be able 
to agree basically on the Brady proposal though there 
remain some questions, both political and technical. 


The G-7, which groups the United States, Japan, West 
Germany, France, Britain, Italy and Canada, will meet 
in Washington prior to the joint interim committee [as 
received] of the International Monetary Fund and the 
World Bank. 


Touching on the foreign exchange market situation, the 
official said international consensus is unchanged on the 
need of stabilizing exchange rates. 


However, e said that Japan may be asked to make 
greate* efforts to correct its external imbalances. 


The officia) also said the G-7 nations will reaffirm the 
necessity ¢, checking inflation at an early stage, while 
maintaining economic growth. 


f4~ added that the Finance Ministry and the Bank of 


Japan agree that prices in Japan are basically stable ‘ut 
there are some factors that should be -vatched carefuily. 


Takeshita Apologizes to DPRK for Past Conduct 


Puts Forth New Position 
OW 3003033789 Tokyo KYODO in English 0250 GMT 
30 Mar 89 


[Text] Tokyo, March 30 KYODO—Japanese Prime 
Minister Noboru Takeshita on Thursday expressed his 
“derp reflection and regret” to all the people of the 
Korean peninsula for past Japanese conduct there. 


Takeshita, unveiling Japan's fresh policy toward Pyo .g- 
yang, said Japan hopes to pursue an improvement in 
bilateral relations with North Korea. 


The prime minister called North Korea by its formal 
name of Democratic People’s Republic of Korea for the 
first time ever by a Japanese nead of government. 


Takeshita put forth the new position in response to an 
Jposition questioner at a session of the House of 
Rvipresentatives Budget Comittee. 
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It was timed to coincide with the departure on Thursday cf 
a 10-member Japar Socialist Party delegation which is 
visiting North a. ea from Friday [1 April] to next 
Wednesday. 


Expresses ‘Deep Remorse’ 
OW 3003045989 Tokyo NHK General Television Network 
in Japanese 0300 GMT 30 Mar 89 


[Text] Prime Minister Takeshita, testifying before the 
House of Representatives Budget Commitiee today, 
expressed to North Korea—the DPRK—deep regrets 
over Japan's rule of Korea in the past. It is the first time 
ever for a Japanese prime minister to express such 
remosse. It demonstrates Prime Minister Takeshita’s 
active posture toward improving relations with North 
Korea. 


The prime minister made the testimony in reply to a 
question raised by a JSP [Japanese Socialist Party] 
member, Mr Tomiichi Murayama, on the government's 
policy toward the Korean peninsula. 


[Begin Takeshita recording] [Video shows Takeshita 
testifying before the Budget Committee, reading a pre- 
pared statement] The Japanese Government and people 
are profoundly aware of the fact that our country’s 
actions in the past have inflicted great suffering on the 
peoples of our neighboring countries. Based on our 
regrets for what happened and the determ::auon that 
such actions should never be repeated, the Japanese 
Government and people have, to date, been following 
the path of a peace-loving nation. 


I think that such self-awareness and self-examination 
should be kept in mind particularly in our relations with 
the Korean peninsula, with which Japan has had close 
historical and geographical ties. 


I wish to take this opportunity, at a time when the situation 
involving the Korean peninsula is entering a new era, to 
express our deep remorse and regrets to all the people in 
that area over past relations. [end recording] 


Prime Minister Takeshita continued: It is true that, even 
after the unfortunate period in the past, our relations 
with the DPRK remained estranged. I want to promote 
the improvement of relations with that country. The 
government has been calling for dialogue with the DPRK 
on all issues. I look forward to seeing an early realization 


of such dialogue. 
He thus showed strong enthusiasin for improved relations. 


In its official view on North Korean policy manifested 
last January, the government also expressed its regrets 
over Japan's rule of Korea in the past. However, this is 
the first tirne that the prime minister has personaliy 


expressed such regrets. 
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Japan has thus more clearly shown its posture of actively 
seeking improved relations with North Korea just as 
former JSP Secretary Generali Tanabe begins a viit to 
that country today. By doing so, it is believed thut the 
government wants to make known its desire to seek 
progress in the “Fujisan Maru No 18” issue, which has 
been pending for more than 6 years. 


The government also believes that the improvement of 
relations betweer: Japan and North Korea is of significance 
to the reiaxatior: of tension on the Korean peninsula. Thus, 
it used the form of a Diet testimony by the prime minister, 
the highest level. to express its intentions. 


Remarks Termed ‘Apology’ 
OW 3003 104789 Tokyo KYODO in English 1007 GMT 
30 Mar 89 


[Text] Tokyo, March 30 KYODO—Prime Minister 
Noboru Takeshita’s statement Thursday of “remorse 
and regret” over Japan's wartime actions on the Korean 
peninsula is equivalent to an “apology” to North and 
South Korea, a Japanese Foreign Ministry spokesman 
said Thursday. 


North Korea has accused Japan of “never having said a 
word of apology” for its 36-year colonization of the 
peninsula, while South Korea has noted ambiguity in 
Japan's previous expressions of “remorse and regret for 
the unfortunate past.” 


Acting Foreign Ministry spokesman Koichi Haraguchi told 
foreign correspondents that Takeshita’s comments before 
the Diet “can be taken” by reporters as “an apology.” 


Pressed later for clarification, he acknowledged that the 
Foreign Ministry also subscribes to that view. 


“The problem arises in the English translations of the 
Japanese words ‘hansei’ (regret or reflection) and ‘ikan’ 
(remorse or lament), said one munistry official on 
condition of anonymity. “For Koreans and Chinese, 
though, the meanings are quite clear.” 


Asked if the English “apology” is an accurate rendition, 
he replied it is applicable “in a broader sense.” 


“| think that “we regret“ and “we are sorry” amount to 
the same thing—but to those that say it cannot be called 
an ‘apology,’ well then it is not.” 


The official said Takeshita’s comments were phrased the 
same as in previous government statements, but were a 
departure from the past in that they were addressed 
specifically to the two Koreas, not to the region at large. 
He denied Japan was necessarily skirting a cleaiut 
apology in favor of less binding expressions. 
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Asked if Takeshita’s latest remarks would meet North 
Korea’s demands for an apology, he said, “To some 
extent—but | don't think we can completely satisfy their 
demands.” 


He noted that Pyongyang has also called on Tokyo to 
change what it calls a hostile “one-sided™ Korean policy 
favoring Seoul. In addition, North Korea has said Japan 
“is under obligation to pay compensation as a defeated 
nation.” 


The South Korean Embassy in Tokyo had no official 
reaction tc Takeshita’s comm nts, but sources there 
indicated that Seoul continues to find ambiguity in 
Japan's expressions regarding its war role. 


The sources went on io say that it was a positive sign that 
the words employed by Takeshita were not more elabo- 
rate than those addressed in the past to South Korea, as 
the current remarks were primarily directed towards 
North Korea and any unprecedented apology in that 
context would have created resentment in the South. 


Haraguchi denied that Takeshita’s Diet statements on 
reconciliation with North Korea signified a departure in 
Japan's policy toward the isolated communist nation. 


“if there is any change, then the change is a graduai one,” 
he said, preferring instead to characterize Japan's new 
openness to Pyongyang as an “initiative.” 


“We are sending a signal that we would like to engage in 
at least a dialogue,” he said. 


On Pyongyang’s response to Japan's overtures, Haragu- 
chi said that the ministry has not received any official 
reaction yet, but reporis from Beijing quote the North 
Korean ambassador there as finding “new positive 
implications” in Takeshita’s Diet speech. 


A top Foreign Ministry official said Thursday that Japan 
informe i the United States and South Korea of the 
policy statement before it was made, and obtained 
Seoul's “understanding.” 


JSP’s Tanabe Reacts to Statement 
OW 3003 134289 Tokyo KYODO in English 1302 GMT 
30 Mar 89 


[Text] Beying, March 30 KYODO—Former Japan 
Socialist Party [JSP] Secretary General Makoto Tanabe 
Thursday on his way to lauded statements by 
Japanese Prime Minister Noboru Takeshita earlier in the 
day recognizing Japan's past colonial aggression in the 
Korean peninsula. 


Takeshita, in a Diet session Thursday morning, reiter- 
ated past government offers to open contacts with North 
Korca without preconditions. He expressed his remorse 
and regret saying Japan had inflicted great suffering on 
the peninsula during the colonial period. 
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Tanabe, speaking at an airport press conference, called 
on the North Korean leadership to respond positively to 
the Japanese recognition of past mistakes. 


Tanabe is heading a delegation from Japan's largest 
opposition party bound for talks with North Korean 
leader Kim Il-song and other top officials Friday. North 
Korea and Japan have no diplomatic relations. The JSP 
acts as a communicator between the two nations. 


The delegation head also hoped for consideration from 
Pyongyang on humanitarian issues. North Korea's con- 
finement since i983 of two Japanese seamen on charges 
of espionage after a North Korean soldier had stowed 
away aboard their vessel has been a major problem 
between the two countries. 


North Korean Ambassador to China Chu Chang-chun 
2'so welcomed the information about Japanese Prime 
Minister Takeshita’s statements on Korea in which he 
recognized Japan's past colonial aggression in the 
Korean peninsula. 


Ambassador Chu was informed of the news by JSP 
delegation chief Tanabe who visited the ambassador's 
residence here Thursday afternoon, JSP sources said. 


Tanabe told Chu that during his visit to Pyongyang from 
Friday [31 March}, he would seek a response from North 
Korean leaders to Takeshita’s statements. 


The North Korean ambassador hoped that Tanabe and 
his delegation could achieve good results from their 
North Korean tour. 


Later in the day, Tanabe and his delegation were invited 
to a welcome banquet hosted by Zhu Liang, head of the 
International Liaison Department of the Chinese Com- 
munist Party. 


Tanabe Departs for Pyonyyang 
OW 3003032089 Tokyo KYODO in English 0219 GMT 
30 Mar 89 


[Text] Tokyo, March 30 KYODO—Former Japan 
Socialist Party (JSP) General Secretary Makoto Tanabe 
on Thursday left for Pyongyang at the head of a JSP 
delegation for a meeting with North Korean leader Kim 


Il-song. 


Tanabe will sound out the possibilities of establishing 
intergovernmental exchanges between Japan and North 
Korea, JSP officials said. 


The JSP is currently the only direct communication 
route between Japan and North Korea, which have no 
diplomatic relations. 
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Tanabe will convey to Kim a letter from Shin Kaaemaru, 
a key supporter of Prime Minister Noboru Takeshita and 
a former vice premier, stating Kanemaru’s desire to visit 
Pyongyang for talks on normalizing bilateral relations, 
the officials said. 


North Korean officials had earlier indicated to Tanabe 
that they would welcome a visit by leaders of Japan's 
ruling Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) to discuss 
improvement of relations. 


Tanabe is expected to discuss with Kim and other top 
North Korean officials the possibility of a visit to Tokyo 
by members of the ruling Korea Workers’ Party and a 
trip to Pyongyang by a Japanese governmental or LDP 
delegation. 


He also will call for the early release of two Japanese 
seamen detained in North Korea since November 1983 
on charges of espionage after a former North Korean 
soldier stowed away to Japan on their ship. 


North Korea has repeatedly denounced Japan's close 
relations with South Korea, but has recently modified its 
stance since Takeshita announced Japan's readiness to 
adopt a new approach to deal with “various problems 
still lingering” from the days of Japanese colonial occu- 
pation of the Korean peninsula before the end of World 
War Il. 


Tanabe will arrive in Pyongyang on Friday via Beijing, 
and 1s scheduled to return to Tokyo on April 7. 


Textile Firm Forms Joint Veature With PRC 
OW 2803115389 Tokyo KYODO in English 0822 GMT 
28 Mar 89 


[Text] Tokyo, March 28 KYODO—Gunze Sangyo Inc., 
and two other Japanese firms affiliated with the com- 
pany contracted on Tuesday to produce menswear in 
China for sales to Japan with a Chinese concern, com- 
pany officials said. 


They said that the agreement calls for annual production 
of 150,000 suits and jackets from this December. 


The new firm, Shenyang Li Fu Garment Co., is owned 5! 
percent by the three Japanese firms, including Tomida & 
Co. and Muroya & Co., both lining traders in western 
Japan, and 49 percent by the Chinese firm, Li Ming High 
Grade Garment Factory in Shenyang, northeastern 
China. 


The joint venture will erect a 4,000 square-meter-plant 
in the 15,000-square-meter plot in Shenyang’s export 
processing zone, they said. Investments in the project are 
estimated at 2.1 million dollars. 
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Gunze Sangyo, the integrated Japanese textile trader, 
will import the products for sales in Japan at department 
stores and specialty stores throughout the nation, they 
added. 


Soviets Japanese Ship off Hokkaido 
OW2903 102389 Tokyo KYODO in English 0921 GMT 
2° Mar 89 


[Text] Kushiro, Hokkaido, March 29 KYODO—Offic 
ers commanding a Soviet guard ship boarded and 
inspected a Japanese fishing boat early last Saturday (25 
March] off the northern Pacific, Maritime Safety Agency 
(MSA) officials said Wednesday. 


The Soviets con ti. e seizure of the 124.23-ton 
Kintoku Mar: «::h 16 crew members aboard, Japanese 
Foreign Minis: ici us said. 


The MSA officials here still have not obtained from the 
Soviets a reason for the seizure. 


The officials said the Soviets caught Kii's‘u Maru in 
the Pacific Ocean about 56 kilometers s ‘ui':east from 
Nemuro, eastern Hokkaido. 


The ship was in the western part of Soviet fishing 
territory. It was on its way home after fishing there, the 
officials said. 


The ship’s captain, Tadashi Ishizaki, said the ship was 
heading toward Anama Bay in Shikotan Island. The 
island is northeast of Hokkaido and is one of four 
northern islands Japan says the Soviets illegally have 
occupied since the end of World War II. 


Uno Meets Philippine Finance Secretary 
OW290306368° Tokyo KYODO in English 0345 GMT 
29 Mar 89 


[Text] Tokyo, March 29 KYODO—Philippine Finance 
Secretary Vicente R. Jayme on Wednesday said that 
Manila is making efforts to remove obstacles blocking 
smooth and efficient implementation of economic assis- 
tance given to the debt-ridden country. 


Jayme made the remarks in a 20-minute meeting with 
Foreign Minister Sosuke Uno at the Foreign Ministry, a 
ministry official said. 


The Philippine finance secretary expressed gr“:titude for 
Japanese financial support extended to his country, 
which is saddled with a foreign debt of some 28 billion 
dollars. 


Jayme was quoted as saying that the Philippine Govern- 
ment is making domestic arrangements for receiving the 
multilateral aid initiative which is being promoted by the 
United States and Japan. 
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Uno stressed the need to support the government of 
President Corazon Aquino for the political and eco- 
nomic stability of the Philippines, according to the 
official. 


Jayme visited Japan on his way to Washington, where he 
will attend a meeting of the international Monetary 
Fund. 


Secretary New Loans 
OW2903 132089 Tokyo KYODO in English 1035 GMT 
29 Mar 8&9 


[Text] Tokyo, March 29 KYODO—Philippines Finance 
Secretary Vicente R. Jayme said Wednesday Manila 
needs new loans from Japan and substantial cuts in its 30 
billion dollar foreign debt to bolster its economy, Japan’s 
financial ministry officials said. 


Jayme made the remarks in a meeting with Toyoo 
Gyohten, vice minister of finance for international 
affairs. 


During the 30-minute talks, Jayme expressed hope for a 
joint loan by the Export-Import Bank of Japan and the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) to help stabilize the 
Philippine econom,, the officials said. 


Jayme is in Japan on his way to Washington, where he 
will attend an IMF meeting. 


The Philippine finance minister also revealed Manila’s 
intention to apply for the new debt-rcduction program 
that U.S. Treasury Secretary Nicholas Brady announced 
recently, according to the officials. 


Gyohten explained to Jayme the details of the Brady 
plan, which was fashioned through a conference with 
Japan, and told him there are sonie difficulties in grant- 
ing both new loans and debt cuts, the officials said. 


Gyohten also explained that Manila needs to work out 
programs to restructure the Philippine economy with the 
IMF in order to be eligible for loans from the Ex-!n 
Bank, they said. 


Post Minister Foreign Sale of NTT Stock 
0W2903052789 Tokyo KYODO in English 0240 GMT 
29 Mar 89 


[Text] Tokyo, March 29 KYODO—Post and Telecom- 
munications Minister Seiichi Kataoka on Wednesday 
expressed opposition toward opening the sale of Nippon 
Telegraph and Telecommunications Corp. (NTT) shares 
to foreign investors. 


Kataoka told a press conference after a cabinet meeting that 
the problem must be studied from the viewpoint of “the 
public character” of the telecommunications industry. 
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He indirectly opposed a suggestion by Finance Minister 
Tatsuo Murayama on Wednesday that allowing foreign- 
ers to buy the shares would buoy up NTT stocks, which 
have plummeted in the wake of the arrest of former NTT 
Chairman Hisashi Shinto on charges of bribery by 
Recruit Co. 


The Finance Ministry plans to sell part of government- 
owned NTT shares this autumn, for the fourth time since 
NTT’s privatization in 1985. 


Kataoka said there is no reason to revise the present 
NTT law prohibiting foreign investors from owning 
stock of the giant Japanese telecommunications firm, on 
the grounds that the telecommunications industry is 
essential to national security. 


DSP Joins in Call To Dissolve Lower House 
cs Tokyo KYODO in English 1001 GMT 
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[Text] Kobe, March 29 KYODO—The Democratic 
Socialist Party (DSP) Wednesday joined two other oppo- 
sition parties urging Prime Minister Noboru Takeshita 
. dissolve the House of Representatives for a general 
election. 


DSP Chairman Eiichi Nagasue told reporters it is time to 
change the political situation. 


“We want to demand that the Takeshita Cabinet swiftly 
dissolve the Diet and seek the public mandate (by 
holding a general election),” he said. 


Nagasue said his party, the third largest opposition 
group, has joined the No | opposition Japan Socialist 
Party (JSP) and No 2 opposition Komeito in pressing 
Takeshita to dissolve the lower house. 


According to a KYODO NEWS SERVICE poll, the 
popularity rating of the Takeshita cabinet has hit a new 
low, 12.6 percent, because of the widening Recruit 
scandal and a 3 percent consumption tax to take effect 
on April |. 


The JSP, Komeito, DSP and the United Social Demo- 
cratic Party will hold a summit meeting in Kyoto on 
April 7 in an apparent effort to change the political tide. 


Nagasue said he will propose at the summit the creation 
of a “policy center” among the four opposition parties 
and the largest labor federation, Rengo, to discuss diplo- 
macy, defense and other issues. 
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Takeshita Rejects Demand 
OW3003052689 Tokyo KYODO in English 0341 GMT 
30 Mar 89 


[Text] Tokyo, March 30 KYODO—Prime Minister 
Noboru Takeshita on Thursday rejected an opposition 
demand for dissolving the House of Representatives to 
call a snap general election. 


Takeshita, replying to an opposition questioner at a 
session of the lower house’s Budget Committee, said he 
“‘would not be in the ring.” 


Japan Socialist Party member Tomiichi Murayama 
urged the prime minister to dissolve the Fouse, criticiz- 
ing Takeshita’s negative stance toward calls for a thor- 
ough probe into the Recruit stock trading and bribery 
scandal. 


Takeshita also rejected another opposition demand that 
former Prime Minister Yasuhiro Nakasone be sum- 
moned to the Diet to testify about his suspected role in 
the scandal. 


The prime minister said he does not like to treat a fellow 
Diet member as a suspect and to discuss his invovlement 
in a scandal. 


Survey Says LDP Should Work To Recover Trust 
OW2903202789 Tokyo KYODO in English 1253 GMT 
29 Mar 89 


[Text] Tokyo, March 29 KYODO—The Liberal Demo- 
cratic Party (LDP) should urgently work to recover 
political trust, according to the results of a survey 
announced Wednesday. 


The LDP’s Political Reform Committee conducted the 
questionnaire on parliament members and local assem- 
blymen of the LDP and announced the results at a 
committee meeting. 


About 90 percent of those questioned answered that 
what was most expected from the ruling party at this 
point when it is being harried by the Recruit stock 
scandal [and it] is working toward the recovery of 
political trust. 


Also, a majority said that the realization of elections and 
politics untainted by money and the formation of ethics 
by individual politicians should be the primary points of 
political reform. 


Over 70 percent said that the present 512 seats in the 
lower house were too many, and the 471 seats as outlined 
in the Public Office Election Law were appropriate, 
according to the survey. 


FBIS-EAS-89-060 
30 March 1989 


The questionnaires were sent to about 17,000 LDP Diet 
members and local assemblymen as well as prefectural 
governors, mayors, members at chambers of commerce 
and industry, and other LDP-related groups between 
March 7 and 20. About 55 percent, or 9,800 people, 
replied. 


On the matter of cutting ties between politics and 
money, more than 60 percent said that donation-col- 
lecting parties held by politicians should be restricted, 
while close to 30 percent said they should be banned 
altogether. 


About half said spending of political funds on donations at 
such events as weddings and funerals should be prohibited 
with penalties over vic!ators, while the other half said it 
should be left up to the politicians themselves. 


A majority of 72 percent said political donations should 
be made mainly to parties, while 24 percent said they 
should be made to individual parliamentarians, and only 
1 percent said they should be made to factions. 


Asked about the election system, 44 percent said that the 
present medium-size constituency system was appropri- 
ate while 35 percent said that it should be changed to a 
small-constituency system. 


About 19 percent preferred a mix of a proportional 
representation system and a small constituency system. 


Some 56 percent said that the disparity in the number of 
votes per representation in the legislature should be kept 
at two times, at most, criticizing the present situation in 
which disparity may be up to three times. 


Plans To Freeze Beef Prices, Reduce Pork Cost 
OW2803073589 Tokyo KYODO in English 0444 GMT 
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[Text] Tokyo, March 28 KYODO—The government 
plans to freeze the price of government-subsidized beef 
in Fiscal 1989, but lower the average pork price by 2.5 
percent from the previous year. 


According to plans by the Ministry of Agriculture, For- 
estry and Fisheries, both the minimum price for beef, 
including the 3 percent consumption tax effective from 
Saturday, will remain unchanged 995 yen per kilogram 
and the maximum price will stay at 1,295 yen. 


But the minimum price of pork will be cut by 2.4 percent 
to 400 yen and the maximum price by 2.6 percent to 565 
yen, according to the plans. 


The ministry also plans to propose so-called stable price 
zones for these items to its advisory panel, the Livestock 
Industry Promotion Council. 


If the council approves the plan later in the day, as 
expected, it will be formally approved within the month. 
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The ministry annually sets prices for beef and pork—the 
yardsticks of wholesale prices—to stabilize market prices 
for both producers and consumers. 


Commenting on the plans for the beef price, Minister of 
Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries Tsutomu Hata said, 
“The plans will pave the way for narrowing the prices of 
beef both at home and abroad since they include the 


proposed sales tax.” 


Apart from the consumption tax, the government’s pol- 
icy to lower the beef price for the past 3 years remains 
unchanged, he said. 


The fact that the government kept the beef price intact will 
definitely affect the government-guaranteed prices of milk, 
butter, cheese, and other dairy products to assure adequate 
earnings to farmers, industry sources said. 


The sources also said that the decision will also affect 
this year’s price of rice which the government buys from 
producers. 


The government originally was scheduled to reduce the 
beef and pork prices more substantially, but could not 
realize the plan due to stiff opposition by the ruling 
Liberal Democratic Party, which is suffering from sharp 
setbacks in local elections. 


Party officials argued that the original cutbacks—0.5 
percent for beef and 4 percent for pork—would have 
invited sharp repercussions from farmers, resulting in 
sharp setbacks in this summer's upper house elections. 


Processed Milk Product Prices To Be Frozen 
OW2903044189 Tokyo KYODO in English 0307 GMT 
29 Mar 89 


[Text] Tokyo, March 29 KYODO—The government will 
freeze prices on processed milk products in fiscal 1989 at 
the same level as the previous year, government officials 
said Wednesday. 


An advisory body to Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries 
Minister Tsutomu Hata made the recommendations. 


Under the plan, the government-guaranteed price of 
processed milk products will remain at 79.83 yen per 
kilogram, but the scope of the subsidized products will 
widen to 2.3 million tons in fiscal 1989, up 50,000 tons 
from the previous year. 


The Agriculture Ministry had planned to slash the prices 
of the farm products, pointing to the lower costs of 
production due to the stable world market for feed, but 
the plan was scrapped as the ministry faced a strong 
opposition from members of the ruling Liberal Demo- 
cratic Party. 
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North Korea 
South’s Rev Mun Ik-hwan Continues Visit 


Tours Pyongyang, Environs 
SK2903223889 Pyongyang KCNA in English 2230 GMT 
29 Mar 89 


[Text] Pyongyang March 29 (KCNA)—Rev. Mun Ik- 
hwan of South Korea and his entourage staying in the 
northern half of the Republic Wednesday went round 
various places of Pyongyang and local area. 


They were accompanied by Yun Ki-pok, vice-chairman of 
the Committee for the Peaceful Reunification of the 
Fatherland and head of the North side's delegation to the 
preliminary talks for the convocation of a nationwide 
meeting, and An Pyong-su, director of the Secretariat of 
the Committee for the Peaceful Reunification of the 
Fatherland. 


Rev. Mun and his entourage went to the Tower of the 
Chuche Idea and the Arch of Triumph. 


At the Tower of the Chuche Idea Rev. Mun Ik-hwan saw 
the monument on which is written the classical proposi- 
tion of the great leader President Kim II-song that the basis 
of the chuche idea is that man is the master of everything 
and decides everything, and the group of sculptures. 


On the observatory of the tower, Rev. Mun Ik-hwan 
looked over the panoramic view of the grand and beau- 
tiful city of Pyongyang built in a short period on ruins. 


At the Arch of Triumph, the visitors were briefed on the 
Revolutionary exploits of the great leader President Kim 
Il-song who returned to the homeland in triumph after 
liberating the country. 


They saw the monument of an autographic teaching of 
the great leader in his speech upon his triumphal return 
home, on which is engraved his proposition: To contrib- 
ute positively to the work of building the state, let those 
with strength give strength, let those with knowledge give 
knowledge, let those with money give money, and all 
people who truly love their country, their nation and 
democracy must unite closely and build an independent 
and sovereign democratic state. 


Then Rev. Mun and his entourage drove to the cemetery 
of revolutionary martyrs on Mt. Taesong and the ceme- 
tery of patriotic martyrs. 


They went round the busts of the revolutionary martyrs 
and gravestones of the patriotic martyrs who are enjoy- 
ing eternal lives amid the noble sense of duty of Presi- 
dent Kim Il-song and the Workers’ Party of Korea. 


Rev. Mun Ik-hwan and his entourage also inspected the 
West Sea barrage, the Pyongyang metro and the Changg- 
wang health complex. 
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Meets Ho Tam 
SK2903 153289 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1509 GMT 
29 Mar 89 


[Text] Pyongyang March 29 (KCNA)}—Ho Tam, member 
of the Political Bureau and secretary of the Central Com- 
mittee of the Workers’ Party of Korea and chairman of the 
Committee for the Peaceful Reunification of the Father- 
land, met today Rev. Mun Ik-hwan of South Korea and his 
entourage On a visit to the northern half of Korea. 


On hand was an Pyong-su, director of the Secretariat of 
the Committee for the Peaceful Reunification of the 
fatherland. A conversation proceeded in an atmosphere 
overflowing with compatriotic feelings. 


Roundtable Discusses Confederal State Proposal 
SK300305 1389 Pyongyang Domestic Service in Korean 
0811 GMT 25 Mar 89 


[First installment of roundtable discussion by Yo Yon-ku, 
chairman of the Central Committee of the Democratic 
Front for the Reunification of the Fatherland; Prof Dr 
Choe Chin-hyok, chief of the administrative faculty of 
Kim Ili-song University; and station commentator Yi Ui- 
mun: “The Proposal for Reunification Acceptable to 
Anyone”} 


[Text] [Moderator] How are you? Thank you for your 
participation in this roundtable discussion program. 


[Yo Yon-ku and Choe Chin-hyok] How are you? 


[Moderator] Today, among a broad strata of South Korean 
people, Korean compatriots abroad, and the peoples of the 
world, warm expressions of enthusiastic support and sym- 
pathy for the proposal for founding the democratic confe- 
deral republic of Koryo [DCRK] are echoing. 


In this connection we have invited you, because we 
would like to discuss this with you. 


As you know, there is the 15 April Comrades Association 
which is struggling in South Korea. Some time ago, this 
association disseminated leaflets on college campuses. | 
think that the contents of the leaflets fully reflected the 
South Korean people’s sentiments. 


The leaflets read: 


Students who have bravely fought under the banner of 
struggle by overcoming furious storms: 


The DCRK, which is welcomed by the whole nation, is a 
completely self-reliant and independent unified state! 


If the students, who are forerunners of the era, turn away 
from founding such a unified independent state, this is a 
sin and self-destruction in the history of the nation! 
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Let us all turn out in seeking to found the DCRK, which 
is the call and demand of the era, and let us all vigorously 
join the sacred task for national reunification! Our 70 
million people are watching us! 


The association has issued this urgent appeal. I think 
that this fully speaks for the sentiment of the South 
Korean people. 


[Choe Chin-hyok] Your are right. At present, debates on 
reunification are rapidly expanding among all circles of 
the South Korean people. We can fully realize this 
through the fact that, among South Korean students, 
voices supporting the proposal for founding the DCRK 
are echoing stronger than ever. 


Some time ago a College of Law student at Korea Univer- 
sity in Seoul, in his article carried in the PLAZA OF 
DEMOCRACY, organ of the college’s General Students 
Council, said: The proposal for founding the DCRK, 
which President Kim Il-song put forth, is the best proposal 
for reunification. It has illuminated, in the highest dimen- 
sion, the way to settle the reunification question. 


I think this means that the great leader’s proposal for 
founding the DCRK is a completely flawless, perfect, and 
the best method to settle the reunification question. In 
other words, this means that no other proposal is better 
than this one in settling the reunification of Korea ques- 
tion. 


[Yo Yon-ku] That is correct. A declaration, which was 
adopted at the celebrations of the !Oth anniversary of 
founding the Union of Overseas South Koreans for 
Democracy, Nation, and Reunification, a pan-national 
organization of overseas Koreans, has said that founding 
a unified confederal state with the coexistence of two 
systems aS a precondition is the most rational and 
positive method, because two systems with different 
ideologies exist in the North and South. 


Then, what is coexistence? At present, the North and 
South are under two different systems. However, both 
can join one another with equal rights and duties. And 
when they do this, a confederal republic can be estab- 
lished, and the 40-year history of division can be brought 
to an end. 


{Choe Chin-hyok] Even South Korean religious figures 
raise their voices actively supporting reunifying the 
country based on the founding of a confederal state, with 
Koryo as its national name. At a recent news conference, 
a South Korean minister said that the method of 
national reunification advocated by the (?North) is to 
establish a unified confederal government on the basis of 
maintaining the existing systems in the North and South 
and the self-regulating life guaranteed by the systems to 
deal with military, diplomatic, and national affairs. Is 
there any reason to refuse this proposal? 
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This shows that South Korean religious figures have gone 
beyond the stage of sympathizing with and supporting the 
proposal for founding the DCRK and have entered the 
stage of putting it into practice. This means that they have 
entered the stage of asking why this proposal has not been 
accepted and calling for accepting it. 


[Yo Yon-ku] Students at various universities in Seoul, 
including Seoul National and Yonsei Universities, who 
participated in a late night television talk show last 
summer said that the reunification question can be 
settled through one state, one people, and two systems, 
that is to say, a confederal system. 


People are reluctant to talk about the DCRK in fear of 
being arrested on charges of violating the National 
Security Law. However, they cherish the notion that the 
country should be reunified on the basis of a confederal 
system at any cost. What does this mean? They mean to 
say that they long for the realization of a confederal 
system and are not afraid of bayonets or fascism. 


[Moderator] Are they not strong voices of the people who 
call for a confederal system, the proposal for the found- 
ing of the DCRK, even at the risk of their lives! 


This means that the national name is significant when it 
comes to drawing up a proposal for reunification. 


[Choe Chin-hyok] In particular, in view of the objective 
and practical demands of our country, the issue of 
choosing a nationa! name ts of weighty significance. As 
you may know, there exist different sets of ideologies and 
systems in the North and South of our country. These 
have continued for nearly half a century, not just a few 
days, and as a result, they have hardened so much that it 
is nearly impossible to merge them into a single ideology 
and a single system at one stroke. 


[Moderator] There can be only confrontation and war if 
the different ideologies and systems continue to stay. 


[Yo Yon-ku] Yes. There will be nothing else. 


[Choe Chin-hyok] Our fellow countrymen cannot live in 
separation indefinitely. Therefore, it is very important to 
work out a proposal for reunification acceptable to 
everyone as well as to arrive at a name that reflects broad 
meaning, on basis of recognizing and tolerating the 
objective realities that have been created in our country. 


In this context, the name “Koryo,” one that transcends 
ideologies and systems and that puts much stock in 
national ideology and common nature, can be said to be 
one that has been chosen on a national level. 


[Moderator] You are right. 
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[Choe Chin-hyok] When the name of the country is 
chosen on a national level, taking into account the 
objective realities prevailing in our country, no name is 
better and more appropriate than “Koryo.” 


[Yo Yon-ku] I agree with you in that regard. It is because 
the proposal for founding the DCRK values the nation 
more than ideologies and systems that it is seen as being 
of national magnitude. The nation takes precedence over 
ideologies and systems. The proposal for founding the 
DCRK proceeds from such a point of view. 


[Moderator] Precisely for that reason, the proposal for 
founding the DCRK is positively welcomed even by the 
people who used to regard anticommunism as a national 
policy, transcending ideology and political views. 


This is because the proposal for founding the DCRK 
advanced by our leader [suryong] is filled to the bursting 
point with patriotic ideals that give priority to the 
settlement of national issues, highly transcending ideol- 
ogies and systems. 


[Yo Yon-ku] Can I take your words to mean that the 
proposal for founding the DCRK is filled with patriotic 
love? Did we not have a meeting of overseas Korean 
compatriots, the first of its kind, in Vienna, Austria, a 
few years ago? I still remember it vividly. 


Those who participated in that meeting were from vari- 
ous foreign countries, ones that have lived in various 
foreign countries for a long time. Because of the different 
political views, ideologies, and religions they entertain, it 
was hard to unite them as one. 


The question now is: What made them gather in one 
place at one stroke? 


[Moderator] So, they came from all the continents; they 
came from the United States, Canada, West Germany, 
and France. 


[Yo Yon-ku] Yes. They were from all over the different 
continents. But, what did they say? They said that they 
came precisely for founding the confederal system of 
Koryo. They said that they had to turn out for the cause 
of reunification, because the proposal for the confederal 
system of Koryo is the proposal for rescuing our nation 
and for loving our nation. They said that they had shown 
up without any conditions. 


They further said that the title Koryo is the name full of 
patriotism. 


[Choe Chin-hyok] Not only the people in the North and 
South and our compatriots abroad but many foreigners 
also express active sympathy and support for the pro- 
posal for founding the DCRK. 
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Today, many foreigners say that the proposal for found- 
ing the DCRK is very desirable, because its concept is 
extraordinarily outstanding and the possibility of its 
realization is great. 


[Moderator] Professor: I understand you visited the 
United States and Austria some time ago. 


[Choe Chin-hyok] Yes. I did. 


This support from foreigners is not something that has 
come about at the urging of someone else. I think such 
support is offered, because any intelligent people can 
clearly realize the correctness of the proposal without 
lengthy explanations, if they look into it. 


[Moderator] You are absolutely right. 


[Yo Yon-ku] i agree. We have lived as a consanguineous 
nation for thousands of years. But, the nation has been 
artificially divided by the U.S. imperialists. As a result, 
our nation has suffered all kinds of misfortunes for half 
a century. Because of this, we dream of reunification 
even in our sleep. We wait for reunification, feeling as if 
each day is an eternity. 


Today, what are the South Korean students shouting, 
while bleeding in struggle and being arrested by the 
enemy? It is reunification. 


They even sing the song of reunification written and 
composed by themselves. They sing: Our wish is reuni- 
fication, even in our dream our wish is reunification! 
The reunification which will rescue our people, may it 
come soon! 


Thus, a shortcut to reunification is precisely the confe- 
deral system of Koryo. There is no other way. 


[Moderator] Yes. You are absolutely right. 


[Yo Yon-ku] No matter whether we live in the North or 
in the South, the whole nation, I would say... 


{[Moderator, interrupting] The way to reunification 
through the unity of the whole nation is precisely to 
found a confederal system with Koryo as its name. There 
is no other way. This is what you would like to say. 


[Yo Yon-ku] Yes, exactly. No matter whether one is a 
communist or a nationalist, there should be no differ- 
ence. I think the proposal is a correct one which will 
unite us and will rescue all of us, simply because of the 
title Koryo. 


At the same time, why is the proposal patriotic? Because 
it is completely national. We can say that this is precisely 
why all people are rallying around the proposal. 


{Moderator} You are absolutely right. 
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[Choe chin-hyok] True. Even in a historical point of 
view, it is entirely right to adopt Koryo as the title of a 
unified state. As you know, Koryo was the first unified 
state of our nation. Historically, the name Koryo has 
been a pronoun symbolizing our nation’s prestige and 
pride, its wisdom and talent. 


Precisely for this reason, the name Koryo has continued 
to remain in the hearts of our people as a very intimate 
and precious title inseparable from the life of our nation, 
even though the lengthy period of more than a thousand 
years has passed since the it ceased to exist. This is 
because Koryo, as the first unified state of our nation, 
displayed our nation’s prestige and wisdom to the world 
in all areas of politics, economy, military, and culture. 


As you know, Koryo, which was established at the turn of 
the 10th century, continued to exist for nearly 500 years, 
encompassing a vast territory from the banks of the Yalu 
River in the north, from Cheju Island in the south, and 
from Ulnung and Tokto Isiands in the east. 


At the same time, by overcoming foreign invasions many 
times, it firmly defended the prestige and sovereignty of 
the nation. 


[Moderator] The famous battle at Kuju Fortress took 
place precisely during the era of Koryo. Didn't it? 


[Yo Yon-ku and Choe Chin-hyok] You are right. 


[Moderator] The tactic, which was adopted at that time, 
is SO famous thai even worid strategists stil remember 1t. 


[Choe Chin-hyok] In the history of our nation, the three 
great victories won in defeating foreign invaders were 
the victories at Salsu, Hansan, and Kuju. The great 
victory won at Kuju Fortress was the one which the 
people of Koryo defeated foreign invaders. 


At the same time, the people of Koryo, with their wisdom 
and talents, produced the world famous Koryo celadon. 
Koryo celadon is still famous throughout the world. 


They also invented the first metal printing types in the 
world. 


[Yo Yon-ku] Yes. It was the very first in the world. 


[Moderator] Some German scholar claimed that it was 
his first invention, but I heard that he only lost face by 
doing so. 


[Choe Chin-hyok] True. Our ancestors invented metal 
printing type as much as 300 years before Gutenberg of 
Germany manufactured and used metal printing type. 


In addition, our ancestors created the famous “Tripitaka 
Koreana”™ and many other outstanding cultural inventions. 
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Thus, adopting Koryo, which dispiayed the might of a 
unified state to the world in the history of the east, as the 
title of the unified state to be founded by us is bound- 
lessly meaningful. In every aspect, this is something 
correct, natural, and of enduring pride for our nation. 


[Moderator] Therefore, a foreign news agency said the 
proposal for founding the DCRK is excellent in every 


aspect. 


[Yo Yon-ku] Indeed, if we achieve the reunification of our 
country by adopting the title Koryo, which was the first 
unified state in the thousands of years of the history of our 
nation and which displayed its might to the world from the 
east, this would be a matter of our enduring pride. 


[Moderator] True. Even today, when our people display 
their wisdom abroad, the world, by remembering the 
wisdom of Koryo, shouts “Koryo” to cheer our people. 


[Yo Yon-ku] So, we can say that the proposal for 
founding the DCRK is indeed the best proposal. 


[Choe Chin-hyok] Koryo is neither something for the 
people in the North nor for the people in the South. It is 
something for all Koreans and for ail compatriots, no 
matter whether they are in the country or abroad. Accord- 
ingly, the name Koryo is acceptable to any Korean. 


[Moderator] Indeed, it is a precious name that can be 
accepted by anyone. Thus, | think that before long the 
day will surely come when we live as a happy people and 
as a unified nation under the name of Koryo adopted for 
us by the leader. 


Thank you for the valuable remarks that you have 
offered. We will end this roundtable program here today. 


Daily ‘Brands’ South's Labor Policy as ‘Criminal’ 
SK300306 1189 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0525 GMT 
30 Mar 89 


[Text] Pyongyang March 30 (KCNA) —The puppet 
labour minister of South Korea on March 27 announced 
that the workers’ struggle for vital rights and democracy 
would be “dealt with resolutely.” 


The puppets plan to penalize about 20 |.ading members 
of the “National Alliance of the \iovement for the 
Nation and Democracy” on charges 0! violation of the 
notorious “National Security Law” and intensify crack- 
down on dissident democratic forces. Moreover, they 
supplied the frontline police booths in Seoul and other 
areas with ““M-16" automatic rifles and took a suppres- 
sive measure to invoke government power any time. 


NODONG SINMUN today brands this as a criminal act 


Jo block the democratic development of South Korean 


society and stifle the anti-U.S. Forces desirous of inde- 
pendence and reunification even through a second 
Kwangju incident. 
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The news analyst says: 


The No Tae-u group is wielding the bayonet, allegedly to 
cope with “illegal” and “left-leaning radical” movement. 
But this is a sophism which can earn sympathy of 
nobody and a pretext to justify the fascist suppression. 


The people's movement for independence, democracy and 
reunification which the puppets incriminate does not 
mean a confrontation between communism and capitalism 
but an acute confrontation between independence and 
aggression, between democracy and fascism, between 
patriotism and treachery and between reunification and 
division. The act of suppressing the movement, branding it 
as “illegal” and “left-leaning radical” is an anti-national 
crime which can be committed oniy by the flunkeyist 
traitors, anti-communist fascists and separatists who are 
shunned by the overwhelming majority of people. 


The anti-communist suppression which is getting more 
frantic and reckless in South Korea is the last-ditch effort 
of the doomed. 


The puppets scheme to seek a way out and maintain and 
prolong the military dictatorship by means of frantic 
anti-communist fascist suppression. But this is the height 
of folly and stupidity. 


Commentary Says ‘Team Spirit’ Exercise Continues 
SK 3003002789 Pyongyang Domestic Service in Korean 
0007 GMT 27 Mar 89 

[NODONG SINMUN 27 March commentary: “The 
‘Team Spirit’ Exercise Is Continuing”) 


[Text] The U.S. imperialist aggressors and the South 
Korean puppets are continuously conducting the adven- 
turous, aggressive “Team Spirit-89" war exercise in the 
final phase, following the troop movement and deploy- 
ment stage and the actual exercise stage. Early this year 
the U.S. Department of State announced that the “Team 
Spirit” joint military exercise for the year 1989 would be 
conducted as it has been in previous years. 


The puppets also announced through their progovern- 
ment propaganda means that it would be conducted 
from 27 January until late April. And they even babbled 
in early February that the exercise was being conducted 
as scheduled. 


However, when the stage of attack operations in this 
exercise ended, the U.S. imperialists and the South Korean 
puppets attempted to mislead public opinion by saying the 
“Team Spirit” joint military exercise had ended. This is a 
crafty and cunning trick to slacken our alertness in order to 
launch a surprise invasion, and is a mockery of and a 
challenge to the people at home and abroad and to public 
opinion that opposes war and hopes for the alleviation of 
tension and the advent of peace. 
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Has the “Team Spirit” exercise ended, and is the sound 
of artillery fire no longer heard as they have claimed? 
No, that is not true. Dark clouds still hang heavily over 
South Korea, and the danger of a new war created on the 
Korean peninsula has not disappeared. 


The huge armed forces of aggression and military equip- 
ment mobilized in the “Team Spirit-89” joint military 
exercise—the largest preliminary war and test nuclear 
war in history—from the U.S. mainland and U.S. mili- 
tary bases in the Pacific remain in operational areas, and 
the U.S. imperialist troops of aggression occupying 
South Korea and the puppet forces are watching for 
opportunities for offensives, with their guns leveled at 
our Republic. 


No one can predict when these belicose forces of aggres- 
sion whose combat capability and skills, it has been 
boasted, were greatly enhanced as a result of the three-di- 
mensional attack operations, designed to launch a pre- 
emptive strike against the Republic, will begin the game 
of playing with fire. 


Needless to say any further, the mere sound of gunfire by 
the foolish warmongers can trigger an all-out war. Worse 
still, the U.S. imperialist aggressors have publicly said 
that it was shown in the “Team Spirit” war exercise that 
they have become capable of waging an undeclared war. 
Also, they once actually attacked other countries even 
after they had announced that their military exercises 
had been over. This makes us heighten our vigilance 
against such a possibility. 


The U.S. imperialists have the bad habit of invading 
other countries and nations at a time when these coun- 
tries and nations slacken their vigilance. This is the very 
reason why the U.S. imperialists are vigorously launch- 
ing reactionary ideological and cultural offensives at 
various places of the world at this moment before they 
kick up their maneuvers of military aggression. 


It is very clear that-the U.S. imperialists and the South 
Korean puppets cannot conceal the criminal nature of 
the “Team Spirit” war exercise by any means. As long as 
the South Korean forces of aggression dangerously play 
with fire using their massive weapons of murder and 
modern operational equipment, the danger of war cannot 
be removed from the Korean peninsula, and, therefore, 
our nation cannot slacken its alertness even for a moment. 


At the instigation of the U.S. imperialists, finding fault 
with us, the No Tae-u military dictatorial ring 1s rushing 
of late toward anticommunist fascistization. As a result, 
the situation has become graver. Anticommunist fascisti- 
zation is directly linked to war. 


Today, when the colonial military fascist rule is faced 
with a grave situation because of the peop!e’s movement 
for independence, democracy, and reunification, a 
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movement that has been heightened in South Korea, 
there is no guarantee that the U.S. imperialists and their 
running dog, the No Tae-u ring, will not embark upon 
the adventure of war. 


Our people and officers and men of the People’s Army are 
keenly watching, with heightened revolutionary vigilance, 
the anticommunsit fascistization maneuvers and war com- 
motions that are viciously kicked up in South Korea. 


The U.S. imperialists and the South Korean puppets, 
squarely seeing reality, must stop kicking up their adven- 
turous maneuvers to provoke war and must withdraw all 
the forces of aggression from South Korea without delay. 


‘Adventurous’ Drills Assailed 
SK 3003014189 Pyongyang Domestic Service in Korean 
0007 GMT 25 Mar 89 


[NODONG SINMUN 25 March commentary: “A Dan- 
gerous Offensive Operation Exercise Aimed at Invading 
the North”] 


[Text] The “Team Spirit-89" joint military exercise 
staged by the U.S. imperialists and the South Korean 
puppets was frantically committed, revealing the aggres- 
sive color in the full-dress offensive operation stage. The 
full-dress practical mobilization of some 200,000-strong 
regular and reserved armed forces from 14 March proves 
that the “Team Spirit” joint military exercise is an 
exercise for an adventurous offensive operation and that 
it is a test nuclear war. 


In this year also, with the mobilization of battleships of 
the puppet army and those cof the U.S. Seventh Fleet, 
including the aircraft carrier “Midway,” the U.S. impe- 
rialists began the full-dress operation stage of the ““Team 
Spirit” war exercise through conducting a large-scale 
combined landing operation. 


In the landing operation simulating the occupation of 
coastal cities in the northern half of the Republic, the 
U.S. aggressive Army and the puppet armed forces are 
training in the war tactics of attacking deep within our 
Republic, in addition to occupying the coast. 


Through the large-scale river-crossing exercise and aerial 
mobile operation exercise, they are performing the opera- 
tion to infiltrate a large number of armed forces and 
equipment into the rear region of their objective and to 
make the simulated enemy's defensive system incompetent. 


Near the Namhan River on 2! March, the aggressive 
occupation troops in South Korea, the U.S. 2d Infantry 
Division, combined with the puppet army and con- 
ducted a large-scale river-crossing operation. Early that 
morning, in order to cross the smoke-covered Namhan 
River while under cover of various fire support, attack 
the enemy’s center, defeat the simulated enemy, and 
secure the bridgehead, some 2,000 U.S. aggressive forces 
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and puppet forces boarded some 100 attack boats, com- 
mitting the provocation of playing with fire to stage the 
consistent offensive operation. 


As the U.S. imperialists and the puppets clearly raved 
that they demonstrated the capacity of combined oper- 
ation at a time when the “Team Spirit” joint military 
exercise reached a high pitch, they revealed that it was an 
operational exercise aimed at attacking our Republic. 


Because of the crash of the helicopters of the U.S. 
aggressive forces mobilized in the war exercise, dozens of 
soldiers lost their lives. In addition, the continual occur- 
rence of calamities of combat equipment and life was 
enough to show how frantically the “Team Spirit-89” 
joint military exercise was staged. 


It is clear that the “Team Spirit-89” joint military 
exercise staged by the U.S. imperialists and the South 
Korean puppets is a most adventurous preliminary war 
and test nuclear war aimed at a surprise preemptive 
attack and blitzkrieg against our republic from the sky, 
ground, and sea. 


In defiance of the protest and denunciation from our 
people and peace-loving people throughout the world, the 
U.S. imperialists push ahead with the test nuclear war, 
thus revealing that they are very foolish war maniacs. The 
foolish do not think about consequences. We cannot 
predict when the U.S. war maniacs participating in the war 
exercise may play with fire against us. Furthermore, there 
is nO guarantee that their playing with fire will not bring 
about a full-scale war attacking our Republic. 


This notwithstanding, the U.S. imperialists and puppets 
presumptuously rave that the “Team Spirit” war exer- 
cise is only defensive. Furthermore, they recently bab- 
bled as if it had ended. Needless to say, it is nothing but 
a ruse to conceal the criminal, aggressive, and offensive 
character of the “Team Spirit” test nuclear exercise and 
to conceal their color of seeking out an attack and the 
condition of being fully prepared for another war. 


Babbling about the fruits borne in the “Team Spirit” joint 
military exercise reveals that the U.S imperialists and 
puppets only have to ignite the war in the future. The U.S. 
imperialists and the puppets can use no deceptive tactic to 
hide the aggressive and offensive color of the “Team 
Spirit” war exercise. Furthermore, they cannot shun the 
grave responsibility of driving the situation on the Korean 
peninsula to the brink of the war and of creating a grave 
obstacle in the road of dialogue and reunification. 


The Korean peninsula cannot obtain peace as long as the 
U.S. imperialists remain in South Korea and seek out an 
aggressive war policy while subjugating South Korea. In 
addition, our people cannot escape from the danger of 
nuclear war. The U.S. imperialists’ aggressive and 
vicious aspiration to attack all of Korea under any 
circumstance, which could not be achieved in the fifties, 
remains unchanged. 
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The No Tae-u ring are trying to prolong his despicable 
doom in return for serving as shock brigade for the 
aggression and war policy of the U.S. imperialists. With 
a high degree of vigilance, our people are watching the 
dangerous activities of the U.S. imperialists and the 
puppets who are indiscreetly running the nuclear-power 
warehouse with fire. In addition, they are fully ready to 
cope with any provocation. 


The U.S. imperialists should look squarely at the current 
situation, discontinue without delay the adventurous 
provocation of war, and retreat from South Korea. The 
No Tae-u ring should abandon the foolish thought of 
prolonging his doom, in return for drawing the aggres- 
sors’ nuclear war wagon and should step down from the 
power as required by the people. If they continue to wage 
the provocative war racket against us, they sha!l be 
further denounced and cursed by the entire nation and 
peace-loving forces throughout the world. 


Article Alleges U.S. Arms Buildup in South 
SK3003033389 Pyongyang Domestic Service 
in Korean 2118 GMT 25 Mar 89 


{NODONG SINMUN 26 March special article: “‘Imme- 
diately Stop the Maneuver of Aggressive Arms Buildup 
in South Korea”] 


[Text] The great leader Comrade Kim II-song has taught: 
While deploying a large number of aggressive troops and 
nuclear weapons in South Korea, the U.S. imperialists 
have committed steady provocations against our Repub- 
lic. In this way, the military confrontation situation is 
continuing and the danger of war is getting heavier. 


Currently, the U.S. imperialists are further strengthening 
moves of military bases in South Korea. U.S. President 
Bush raved during his visit to South Korea that he had 
not considered reducing the U.S. forces in South Korea 
and that the U.S. forces would remain in South Korea, 
while strengthening the military and strategic position of 
South Korea. All this at a time when voices are calling 
for the withdrawal of U.S. forces from South Korea and 
for turning the Korean peninsula into a zone of peace 
free from nuclear arms. This graphically shows the U.S. 
imperialists’ criminal attempts to bestride South Korea 
as a colonial military base. 


A long time ago the U.S. imperialists promulgated the idea 
that the Korean peninsula is the primary front with the 
most significant interest in their relations for implement- 
ing their stratagem of world supremacy. Thus, they have 
run wild in reinforcing their aggressive armed forces. 


Since 1984 U.S. imperialists have reinforced their large 
forces of aggression, including nuclear, chemical, and 
communications units in South Korea, allegedly to 
increase their war capacity and for qualitative improve- 
ment through the modernization of the military equip- 
ment. They have also increased the number of U.S. 
troops in South Korea to nearly 50,000, elevated the 
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squadron of the U.S. Fifth Air Force to the status of an 
independent Seventh Air Force, and have continually 
maintained one million puppet soldiers along with infor- 
mal military forces of one million puppet soldiers and 
reserve army and Civil Defense Corps forces amounting 
to 10 million in all. 


The U.S. imperialists are now building up new airforce 
bases on Cheju Island and Sosan in South Chungchong 
Province and dynamically promoting the plan of stockpil- 
ing reserve war supplies worth $2 billion as part of the 
extensive reinforcement of the aggression forces, while 
covering the entire South Korea with military bases and 
military equipment including bases in Seoul, Tongduchon, 
Suwon, Uijongbu, Osan, Kunsan, Taegu, and Chinhae. 


The U.S. imperialists’ move to turning South Korea into 
a colonial military base does not end merely with 
increasing armed forces numbers and securing military 
bases. The U.S. imperialists are shipping a large number 
of nuclear weapons and vehicles into South Korea in the 
criminal attempt to turn South Korea into a nuclear 
base. More than 1,000 nuclear devices have been 
deployed in South Korea. 


The U.S. imperialists are continuously shipping into 
South Korea “Lance” missiles; neutron bombs, which 
have been called the most diabolical weapon of the 20th 
century; F-16 fighter bombers; M-198 long-range nuclear 
guns; nuclear bombs; and vehicles. In addition, they 
have turned South Korea into the largest nuclear powder 
magazine and depot for nuclear weapons. 


The U.S. imperialists are trying to provoke a chemical war 
through an independent warfare capacity on the Korean 
peninsula. They introduced binary chemical weapons in 
South Korea after they discussed an independent chemical 
warfare capacity for South Korea at an annual security 
council meeting with the South Korean puppets in May 
1985. The binary chemical weapons capable of ejecting 
toxic gas when shot in bombs or shells is the most merciless 
and vicious weapon of mass destruction. 


Currently, around Mt Kyerong in South Chungchong 
Province and around Suwon in Kyonggi Province there are 
about 40 depots for underground storage of nuclear mag- 
azines and chemical weapons. A large number of the 
nuclear weapons and binary chemical weapons are stored 
there. In addition, they have built about ten toxic gas 
plants in South Korea to produce large quantitives of 
chemical weapons and toxic gas bombs. According to the 
official materials of the U.S. imperialists, about ten kinds 
of toxic chemicals amounting to about 25,000 drums, 
including toxic gas, are stored throughout South Korea. 


The U.S. imperialists’ moves to keep South Korea as their 
colony and military base have placed the Korean peninsula 
in a very dangerous situation which may lead to the out- 
break of a nuclear war or a chemical war at any moment. 
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The U.S. imperialists who have turned South Korea into 
a colonial military base, establishing nuclear weapons 
and chemical weapons depots, have annually run wild in 
Staging the “Team Spirit” joint military exercise, the 
largest exercise, and other large-scale war exercise. The 
“Team Spirit” joint military exercise they are staging is 
launching the reckless play with fire to provoke a nuclear 
and chemical war amidst virtual war circumstances. 


(Stevenson), a researcher of the U.S. Defense Informa- 
tion Center, said *',at the ““Team Spirit” exercise, con- 
sisting of coast-landing attacks, air and maritimy2 attacks, 
com:nando and special troops operations, night mobile 
exe’ cises, chemical war exercises, and nuclear weapons 
bombing exercises, is an offensive training exercise 
aimed at attacking the northern half of the republic. 
Because of steady increases in the armed forces and war 
exercise maneuvers by the U.S. imperialists, the tense 
situation on the Korean peninsula is being further aggra- 
vated. Thus, the security of Asia and world peace is 
gravely threatened. 


It is an urgent task to withdraw the U.S. forces and 
nuclear weapons from South Korea and stop the large- 
scale war exercise for the sake of peace in Korea and for 
peaceful reunification. 


Currently people in both the North and the South of our 
nation and the peace-loving people throughout world are 
forcefully staging struggles calling for discontinuing the 
“Team Spirit” joint military exercise and withdrawing 
the U.S. forces and nuclear weapons from South Korea. 
If they persistently reinforce the aggression forces in 
South Korea and take the adventui ous line of aggressive 
war, going against the demand of the times and the 
desire of the people, they will meet with more bitter 
denunciation and punishment by the Korean and the 
people of the world. 


1989-90 Cooperation Plan With PRC Signed 
SK2903 155689 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1511 GMT 
29 Mar 89 


[Text] Pyongyang March 29 (KCNA)}—The 1989-1990 
plan for cooperation between the Foreign Ministries of 
the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea and the 
People’s Republic of China was signed in Pyongyang 
today. The plan was signed by Cha Pong-chu, vice- 
minister of foreign affairs of Korea and Wen Yezhan, 
Chinese ambassador to Korea. 


Eavoy Asks Japan To Drop Anti-DPRK Policies 
OW 3003001589 Tokyo KYODO in English 1418 GMT 
29 Mr 89 


[Text] Beijing, March 29 KYODO—North Korean 
Ambassador to China Chu Chang-chun said Wednesday 
that Pyongyang hopes that Japan will stop its anti-North 
Korean policies. 
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He sai‘ that his country beiicved that Japan shouid not 
follow U.S. policies on the division of Korea and hoped 
it would not take any action to hinder the reunification 
of the peninsula. 


Chu made the comment on Japanese-North Korean 
relations apparently in view of a review of diplomatic 
policies toward North Korea to be announced on Thurs- 
day by Prime Minister Noboru Takeshita and an upcom- 
ing visii to Pyongyang by Makoto 7 anabe, former gen- 
eral secretary of the Japan Socialist Party (JSP). 


Takeshita will make a statement on new policies toward 
Pyongyang in a meeting of the lower house committee on 
the budget on Thursday, and say that Japan “regrets the 
past” relations with North Korea. 


Chu also commented on the visit to South Korean by 
Rev. Mun Ik-hwan to North Korea and move. by South 
Korea to arrest him upon his return. 


He quoted South Korean opposition forces as saying that 
South Korean ¢ .orities have no right to arrest Mun 
because they permitted a visit to North Korea by Chong 
Chu-yong, honorary chairman of the Hyundai Group, in 


February. 


Japanese Education Ministry Directive Decried 
SK3003 105589 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1045 GMT 
30 Mar 89 


[““Militaristic Ideological Offensive for Overseas Expan- 
sion” —KCNA headline] 


[Text] Pyongyang March 30 (KCNA)}—The Japanese 
Ministry of Education issued a directive on March 28 
instructing the primary and middle schools to hoist the 
“national flag” and sing the “national anthem” at all 
major functions from next year and make it “compul- 
sory,” according to a report. 


An official of the ministry said that “this is intended to 
let all the pupils have a better understanding of Japan.” 


They are forcing even the youth and children to sing 
“Kimigayo” advocating the “eternity” of “tennoism,” 
the symbol of militarism, under the “sun flag” stained 
with blood against the background of ever more open 
schemings of the Japanese ruling quarters to revive 
ultra-nationalism in its ideological sphere. This indicates 
that they have gone to extremes in their wild ambition 
for overseas expansion. 


This also proves that the militarist campaign to create an 
ultra-nationalist social trend is becoming fiercer than 
ever before in Japan. 


FBIS-EAS-89-060 
30 March 1989 


Japanese Military Rank Change Denounred 
SK3003050689 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0501 GMT 
3U Mar 89 


[Text] Pyongyang March 30 (KCNA)— The staff genera's 
of the ground and air “Self-Defense Forces” of the 
Japanese “Defense Agency” are examining the change of 
the titles of the ranks of the “Self-Defense Forces men” 
during the new “defense power readjustment program” 
period beginning 1991, according to a report. 


In other words, they are going to revive the ranks from 
the “general” down to “second lieutenant” of the 
“imperial army days.” 


The Japanese brasshats are advertising this as a 
““measure for boosting the morale without cost,” that is, 
a “bright idea” for boosting the “morale” of the “Self- 
Defense Forces.” 


This, however, is a petty trick to conceal the sinister 
intention of the Japanese militarists who are stepping 
into the old-fashioned shoes of the “imperial army” of 
the bygone days, yearning for it which spelled sufferings 
to the peoples of Korea and other Asian countries. 


World Youth Festival’s 4th Session Opens 


Kim II]-song Attends 
SK 3003105189 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1037 GMT 
30 Mar 89 


[Text] Pyongyang March 30 (KCNA)—The fourth ses- 
sion of the International Preparatory Committee [IPC] 
for the 13th World Festival of Youth and Students 
opened today at the Mansudae Assembly Hall. 


The great leader Comrade Kim Il-song, general secretary 
of the Central Committee of the Workers’ Party of Korea 
[WPK] and President of the Democratic People’s 
Republic of Korea, was present at the session. 


It is attended by delegations and delegates from 158 
National Preparatory Committees for the Festival and 
Youth and Student Organizations of 134 countries and 
from international and regional organizations. 


Korean officials concerned are present at the session as 
observers. 


Foreign diplomatic envoys accredited to Korea are also 
present. 


President Kim Il-song appeared on the platform amid 
the warm welcome of the participants in the session. 


The platform was also taken by Pak Song-chol, member 
of the Political Bureau of the WPK Central Committee 
and vice-president; Kim Yong-nam, member of the 
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Political Bureau of the WPK Centra! Committee, vice- 
premier of the Administration Council and foreign min- 
ister, Ho Tam, member of the Political Bureau and 
secretary of the WPK Crcnatral Comtittee,; and other 
cadres, the chairman and vice-chairmen of the Korean 
Preparatory Committee for the 13th WFYS and mem- 
bers of the permanent commission of the IPC. 


French delegate Thierry Angles, coordinator of the per- 
manent commission of the IPC of the 13th WFYS, 
presided over the opening meeting. 


Algerian delegate Benhamlah Abdelhamid, member of 
the permanent commission of the IPC of the 13th 
WFYS, made an opening speech at the meeting. 


He expressed thanks from the bottom of his heart to 
Comrade Kim Il-song, general secretary of the Central 
Committee of the Workers’ Party of Korea and president 
of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, for 
attending the opening meeting personally to bestow a 
great honor upon them. 


President Kim Il-song delivered a speech titled “For 
Friendship and Solidarity Among the Youth and Stu- 
dents of the World”. 


When he concluded the historic speech, all the partici- 
pants rose to their feet and expressed respect for him 
with enthusiastic applause. 


The chairman of the meeting expressed thanks to the 
great leader Comrade Kim II-song for manifesting in his 
speech support to the idea of the world festival move- 
ment of youth and students and wholeheartedly wished 
him good health and long life. 


The session is to discuss preparations for the festival 
following the third IPC session on the national, regional 
and international scale, the development of the festival 
movement in the future, the work of the permanent 
commission of the IPC, international solidarity fund, 
detailed festival program and the venue and time of the 
fifth IPC session. 


The session continues till April 3. 


DPRK Attendees Noted 
SK 3003085 189 Pyongyang Domestic Service in Korean 
0300 GMT 30 Mar 89 


[Excerpts] The 4th session of the International Prepara- 
tory Committee for the 13th World Festival of Youth 
and Students opened this morning at the Mansudae 
Assembly Hall in Pyongyang, capital of the DPRK. 


[passage omitted] 


The 4th session of the International Preparatory Commit- 
tee for the 1 3th World Festival of Youth and Students is to 
hear a report on the progress in the work of the permanent 
committee which began last February and on the solidarity 
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fund of the festival. It 1s also to exchange information on 
the condition of the preparations for the festival on the 
national, regional, and international scale following the 
third session of the International Preparatory Committee 
for the festival. It is also to make a decision on the detailed 
festival program, the issue of providing transportation for 
the delegates and guests scheduled to participate in the 
festival, and the issue of the (?date) and venue for the fifth 
session of the preparatory committee for the festival, and 
discuss the issue concerning the fvture of the festival 
movement. [passage omitted] 


Present at the session were delegations and delegates of 
the 140 national preparatory committees and youth and 
student organizations from 134 countries and delega- 
tions and delegates from 18 regional and international 
organizations. 


Also present in the session as observers were function- 
aries from institutions concerned of our country. Also 
present in the session were diplomatic representatives in 
our country. 


[Applause] The great leader Comrade Kim Il-song, gen- 
eral secretary of the WPK Central Committee and pres- 
ident of the DPRK, appears on the platform. [applause] 


Present at the meeting were Comrade Pak Song-chol, 
member of the WPK Central Committee Political Bureau 
and vice president; Comrade Kim Yong-nam, member of 
the WPK Central Committee Political Bureau, vice pre- 
mier of the State Administration Council, and foreign 
minister, Comrade Ho Tam, member of the Political 
Bureau and secretary of the WPK Central Committee; 
Comrade Kang Hui-won, alternate member of the WPK 
Central Committee Political Bureau, responsible secretary 
of the Pyongyang Municipal Party Committee, chairman 
of the Pyongyang Municipal People’s Committee; Kim 
Yong-sun, director of a party Central Committee depart- 
ment; Choe Yong-hae, chairman of the League of the 
Socialist Working Youth of Korea [LSWYK]; chairman of 
the Central Committee of the Korean Preparatory Com- 
mittee for the 13th World Festival of Youth and Students; 
vice chairman of the Korean Preparatory Committee for 
the 13th World Festival of Youth and Students; vice 
chairman of the LSWYK; and members of the permanent 
committee of the International Preparatory Committee for 
the festival. 


Thierry Angles, French delegate, coordinator of the per- 
manent committee of the International Preparatory Com- 
mittee for 13th World Festival of Youth and Students 
presided over the opening session. [passage omitted] 


Algerian Delegate Opens Session 
SK3003112189 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1058 GMT 
30 Mar 89 


[Text] Pyongyang March 30 (KCNA)—Algerian delegate 
Benhamlah Abdelhamid made an opening address at the 
fourth session of the International Preparatory Commit- 
tee [IPC] for the 13th World Festival of Youth and 
Students which opened today at the Mansudae Assembly 
Hall in Pyongyang. 
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He, first of all, expressed the highest honor and heartfeii 
thanks to Comrade Kim Il-song, general secretary of the 
Central Committee of the Workers’ Party of Korea and 
president of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, 
who inspires all of us to a new victory, for having 
received the platform party of the fourth IPC session and 
the heads of the delegations and attending the opening 


meeting in person. 


The people, youth and students of this beautiful country, 
wholeheartedly responding to the call of the party centre, 
have made every possible effort to make it sure that all 
the foreign delegates conduct the work of the session in 
an atmosphere overflowing with anti-imperialist solidar- 
ity and friendship, he said, adding: 


The current session is attended by 378 delegates from 
134 countries and 18 regional and international organi- 
zations and many observers. 


The participation of so many delegates in this session 
clearly proves that the interest of the world’s people and 
youth and students is growing deeper than ever before 
and the ranks of the festival movement are continuously 
developing and strengthening in scope. 


The fourth session of the IPC is beginning its work today 
at a time when the young people across the world who 
love peace and freedom are vigorously struggling to 
realise their ideal of progress, prosperity and happiness. 


Saying that the youth and students are playing a positive 
role in the struggle to eliminate the sufferings of a large 
number of people on the globe, he stressed: 


The youths, joining themselves in the worldwide libera- 
tion movement, are persistently struggling against Zion- 
ism, apartheid, racism, fascism and neo-colonialism. 


They are also struggling for sovereignty, inalienable right 
of the nation to self-determination, democracy, dignity of 
humanity, human rights and rights of women and children. 


He, on behalf of the participants in the session, 
expressed thank to His Excellency Comrade President 
Kim Il-song, the Workers’ Party of Korea, the Govern- 
ment and People of Korea and the Korean Preparatory 
Committee for their all efforts exerted for success of the 
festival. 


Kim Il-song Gives Speech 
SK3003075189 Pyongyang Domestic Service in Korean 
0318 GMT 30 Mar 89 


[Speech by Kim Il-song at the 4th Session of the Inter- 
national Preparatory Committee for the 13th World 
Festival of Youth and Students held on 30 March at the 
Mansudae Assembly Hall in Pyongyang—recorded] 


[Text] Dear delegates, comrades, and friends: | am very 
happy to meet you, young standard-bearers of the times, 
today and warmly welcome you, the delegates, who have 


FBIS-EAS-89-060 
3 March 1989 


come to our country to attend the 4th session of the 
initernationai Preparatory Commitice for the i 3th Worid 
Festival of Youth and Students. [applause] 


You are not only dignified representatives of the youth 
and students in the five continents of the world who have 
come to our country to achieve the successful guarantee 
for the 13th World Festival of Youth and Students, 
cherishing in their hearts the expectation and desire of 
youth and students of our times, but are also welcome 
guests of our people. 


During the period from the time when Pyongyang was 
designated as the venue of the 13th World Festival of 
Youth and Students to the present, the national commit- 
tees for the festival, youth and student organizations from 
many countries of the world, and international and 
regional organizations have made active efforts for the 
successful guarantee of the festival and thus, have made 
great contributions in preparing for the festival. We highly 
appraise this and pay our respects to you. [applause] 


The fourth session of the international preparatory com- 
mittee for the festival is being held at an important time 
when the work of preparing the Pyongyang festival has 
entered its final stage. Because the | 3th World Festival of 
Youth and Students will be smoothly held by corvectly 
embodying the cause of anti-imperialist solidarity, peace, 
and friendship, the current session will become an impor- 
tant occasion for actively pushing ahead with the work of 
preparing the festival and will, at the same time, actively 
encourage the Korean youth and students and youth and 
students of many countries of the world who have vigor- 
ously begun the work of preparing the festival. [applause] 


The world festival of youth and students is a significant 
and splendid international stage on which the progres- 
sive youth and students of the world who represent the 
future of mankind gather in one place to share the ideal 
and ambition of youth and to strengthen friendship and 
solidarity. The world festival of youth and students is a 
great felicitous event of mankind which bestows hope 
and joy on the people who love justice and peace and 
who treasure the future. 


The Korean youth and students and our people rejoice 
over the fact the 13th World Festival of Youth and 
Students is to be held in our country amid the great 
("trust) and expectation of youth and students of the 
world. Our party, the government of the republic, and all 
of the Korean people value the upcoming festival, are 
attaching great importance to it, and are pushing ahead 
with the preparations on a national level, as well as a 
work of all the people. Our youth, students, and people 
are actively supporting the festival's ideal—anti-imperi- 
alist solidarity, peace, and friendship. [applause] 


The ideals of the world festival of youth and students are 
the just ideals that correctly reflect the demands of the 
present times and the aspirations of the progressive yovth 
and students of the world. The reality of our country in 
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which the vigorous struggle to oppose the maneuvers for 
aggression and interference by the foreign imperialists, to 
defend national sovereignty and peace, and to create the 

new independent life—the ideal of the popular masses—is 
Scandal alin ike enmennh ankanieiionen af Ge 
worid’s progressive pecple, clearly and realistically proves 
the justness of the ideals of the festival. 


When you see the reality of our country, you will feel that 
anti-imperialism for independence and antiwar for peace 
is a very pressing problem at present for the people who 
defend independence, and that the Korean people, who 
are at the forefront of independence and peace, value 
international solidarity very highly. 


The Korean youth, students, and our people will make 
every effort to enable this Pyongyang festival, which will 
be held for the first time in Asia, to be held successfully 
in conformity with the noble ideals of the movement of 
the festival. We will warmly welcome and sincerely 
receive all the guests coming to participate in the Pyong- 
yang festival. [applause] 


Comrades and friends, the youth and students of today, 
who live in an era of an important turning point in the 
development of the history of mankind, have a heavy 
responsibility and honorable mission before the times 
and history. Mankind that has continued to wage a 
difficult and complicated struggle for a long period of 
time to realize independence now faces a new historical 
trial. The popular masses, who were oppressed and 
mistreated in the past, are able to pioneer their destiny 
independently and creatively today with self-awareness 
as masters of the world, and stand in the center of the 
trend of our times. 


The political, economic, and cultural relations between 
countries and different nations are becoming closer with 
each passing day, and the issue of protecting the com- 
mon living environment of mankind and effectively 
utilizing it for the common prosperity has become a 
practical task for mankind. 


Building a free and peaceful new world, a new world in 
which all people cooperate with each other in an atmo- 
sphere of friendship and advance together, is a pressing 
and mature demand of our times. [applause] 


As the times advance, however, the foolish maneuvers of 
those attempting to reverse the trend of history still 
continue. Because of this, the confrontation and struggle 
between the world’s progressive forces aspiring for a free 
and peaceful new world and the reactionary forces 
attempting to maintain the old order of imperialism and 
colonialism constitute the basic characteristic that 
defines the nature of the international relations at 
present. The world’s progressive people oppose all forms 
of domination, subjugation, exploitation, and plunder 
and are following the road to sovereignty, independence, 
and progress, while struggling to establish a fair interna- 
tional order based on justice and independence. 


i 3IS-EAS-89-060 
30 March 1989 


However, the reactionary forces that run counter to the 
trend of the times of independence are intensifying 
domination and plunder against the developing coun- 
tries, deceiving the people with the cunning neocolonial- 
ist methods, thereby further deepening the phenomenon 
in an international scope where the rich become richer 
and the poor become poorer. 


The issue of war and peace is the most urgent problem 
related to the destiny of mankind at present, and this is 
where the confrontation between the progressive and the 
reactionary is the most apparent. 


The peace-loving peoples of the world are turning out in 
the struggle to prevent a new world war and nuciear 
catastrophe, which threaten the existence of mankind 
itself, and to defend world peace and security. 


However, those who dream of conquering the world 
have not yet abandoned the policy of strength. They are 
even seeking a reckless “Star Wars” plan by further 
expanding their military means at a time when the 
socialist countries unilaterally reduce their armed forces. 


The Korean people, who struggle for the reunification of 
the country and its peace, deeply realize through their 
practical life that the causes of national division and the 
danger of a new war are the aggressive maneuvers of the 
foreign imperialists. 


Our people, who have lived in harmony on the same soil 
as a consanguineous nation for thousands of years, have 
been divided into the (?two nations), and the reunifica- 
tion of the country has not yet been achieved. This 
continues also because of the intervention of the foreign 
force and its divisionist maneuvers. 


At the same time, it is also because of the aggressive 
maneuvers of the imperialists that the danger of war 
always (?lingers) on the Korean peninsula. 


The United States has turned South Korea into its 
nuclear military base and, this year as well, is staging the 
“Team Spirit” joint military exercise against our Repub- 
lic by mobilizing the 200,000-strong troops and numer- 
ous modern lethal weapons. 


This clea:ly shows the world who today aggravates the 
state of tension and threatens peace on the Korean 
peninsula. 


The struggle of the people for independence and peace 
can advance and be victorious only through the struggle 
against the reactionary force, which hampers the move- 
ment of advance in history. [applause] 


The youth, who represent the future of mankind, must 
take the lead in the sacred struggle of opposing some- 
thing obsolete and reactionary and creating an indepen- 
dent new world. 
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The youth, who have great ideals and ambitions and 
eee 0 AES ARES Ge, a 8 prEee New 
which can advance history and change the world. 
(applause) 


History shows that the youth can indeed accomplish a 
great task when they rise up to realize their missions. 


The imperialists and reactionaries fear the righteous strug- 
gle of the progressive youth more than anything else. 


Thus, for this reason, by corrupting the youth and 
depriving them spiritually, they are stopping at nothing 
to alienate them from the ranks of the struggle of 
pioneering the future of the era. 


The youth of our era must defend their ncble spirit and 
prestige of youth from the talons of the imperialists and 
reactionaries and, according to the (?desire) and expec- 
tations of the progressive peoples of the world, must 
devote all their strength and passion to the common 
cause to defend peace and make the entire world inde- 


pendent. [applause] 


Our party has always focused deep interest on the 
development of the youth movement, and the young 
ones of our country have excellently fulfilled their hon- 
orable missions for the fatherland and nation. 


The Korean youth played the role of forerunners in 
pioneering the future of our revolution and achieving the 
cause of the fatherland’s liberation in the early days and 
performed shining feats in the struggle of establishing the 
new socialist fatherland following the liberation. 


The South Korean youth and students, even amid the 
continuing merciless suppression, have bravely carried out 
the antifascist struggle for the sovereignty of the nation, 
democratization, and the reunification of the fatherland. 


Our party and people consider it their great pride that 
they have the outstanding youth, who possess the sound 
independent spirit of being never imbued with any 
obsolete or rotten trend and who possess loyalty to the 
fatherland and people, as the credible successors of the 
revolution. [applause] 


The movement of the Korean youth and students is an 
inseparable part of the movement of the world youth and 
students. 


The Korean youth and students will fulfill their honorable 
responsibilities in the anti-imperialist struggle for indepen- 
dence and the antiwar struggle for peace, and will make all 
efforts for the consolidation and development of the 
movement of the world youth and students. [applause] 


Friendship and unity are the common ideas of the 
progressive youth of the world who love freedom and 
peace and are sources of strength. 
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The youth and students of all countries of the world 
should firmly unite, regardless of the differences in 
ideologies and systems, in political views and religions, 
and in nations and races. They should support and 
closely cooperate with one another for their common 
cause. 


Developing the movement of the world festival of youth 
and students is important in consolidating the interna- 
tional unity and solidarity of the youth and students. 


Over the past 40-odd years, the movement of the world 
festival of youth and students has continued to develop 
under the noble ideas against imperialism and for peace 
and friendship, and has grown into a powerful anti- 
imperialist force for peace in our era today. 


To further develop the world festival of youth and 
students according to the aspirations of the youth and 
students and according to the demand of the era, the 
ideas of the movement of the festival should be 
defended, the tradition and experiences of the festival 
should be properly maintained, the scope of the move- 
ment of the festival should be expanded, and the events 
of the festival should be organized in an even more 
diverse manner. 


The Korean youth and students will make active efforts to 
strengthen their unity and solidarity with the progressive 
youth and students of the world and will contribute to the 
operation and development of the festival by successfully 
hosting the Pyongyang festival this time. [applause] 


I am convinced that the fourth meeting of the Interna- 
tional Preparatory Committee for the festival will 
progress successfully and bear wonderful fruit thanks to 
the great degree of cooperative spirit and sincere effort of 
the delegates to the meeting. 


Thank you. [applause] 


Kim I]-song Meets Foreign Delegates 
SK3003 111389 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1105 GMT 
30 Mar 89 


[Text] Pyongyang March 30 (KCNa)-—-The great leader 
Comrade Kim Il-song, general secretary of the Central 
Committee of the Workers’ Party of Korea and president 
of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, today 
met the heads of foreign delegations and delegates par- 
ticipating in the fourth session of the International 
Preparatory Committee for the 13th World Festival of 
Youth and Students. 


Present on the occasion were the members of the perma- 
nent commission of the International Preparatory Com- 
mittee for the 13th World Festival of Youth and Students, 
the heads of delegations and delegates of the national 
preparatory committees and youth and student organisa- 
tions of foreign countries, the heads of delegations and 
delegates of the international and regional organisations. 
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Also present there were Pak Song-chol, member of the 
Political Bureau of the Central Committee of the Work- 
ers’ Party of Korea and vice-president; Kim Yong-nam, 
member of the Political Bureau of the WPK Central 
Committee, vice-premier of the Administration Council 
and foreign minister, Ho Tam, member of the Political 
Bureau and secretary of the WPK Central Committee; 
Kang Hui-won, alternate member of the Political Bureau 
of the WPK Central committee, chief secretary of the 
Pyongyang Municipal Party Committee and chairman of 
the Pyongyang Municipal People’s Committee; Kim Yong- 
sun, member and director of a department of the WPK 
Central Committee; and Choe Yong-hae, member of the 
WPK Central Committee, chairman of the Central Com- 
mittee of the League of Socialist Working Youth of Korea 
and chairman of the Korean Preparatory Committee for 
the 13th World Festival of Youth and Students. 


President Kim Il-song warmly welcomed the guests and 
exchanged cordial greetings with them. 


Committee Gives News Briefing 
SK2903231989 Pyongyang KCNA in English 2224 GMT 
29 Mar 89 


[Text] Pyongyang March 29 (KCNA)—The permanent 
commission of the International Preparatory Committee 
for the 13th World Festival of Youth and Students gave a 
news briefing at the People’s Palace of Culture today to 
report the work of the permanent commission and inform 
the attendants of the agenda of the fourth meeting of the 
international preparatory committee for the festival. 


Thierry Angles, coordinator of the permanent commis- 
sion of the International Preparatory Committee of the 
13th WFYS, was the first to speak. 


He said that after it started its work in Pyongyang on 
February 20, the permanent commission discussed and 
decided upon regulations of internal work of various 
Organisations and the formation of five bureaus. 


He introduced the content of the programme to be 
presented before the fourth meeting of the International 
Preparatory Committee. 


He said that thematic discussion centres are to be set up 
according to the tradition of the festival movement, the 
centres where people with different ideologies, political 
views and religious beliefs will gather and exchange their 
views. 


The anti-imperialist tribunal included in the festival 
functions will be attended by many international figures 
to denounce the crimes of the imperialists. 


And the solidarity bazaar will be visited by delegates to 
strengthen solidarity, exchanging their experiences. 


Various mass activities are envisaged and so are func- 
tions discussing rights of youths and sports events. 
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The coordinator predicted that all the questions dis- 
cussed and decided upon at the permanent commission 
will be settled successfully. 


He said that the Korean people and youth have been 
making unparalleled efforts for the preparations of the 
festival. The attendants of the festival will be provided 
with all conveniences during the festival, he added. 


Questions were put by reporters at the news briefing. 


Youth Publication Hails Meeting 
SK3003052689 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0518 GMT 
30 Mar 89 


[Text] Pyongyang March 30 (KCNA)}—The March 30 
issue of NODONG CHONGNYON, the organ of the 
Central Committee of the League of Socialist Working 
Youth of Korea, carries an editorial headlined ‘‘Mean- 
ingful Meeting for Success of Pyongyang Festival” in 
connection with the fourth session of the International 
Preparatory Committee for the 13th World Festival of 
Youth and Students beginning today in Pyongyang. 


It says: 


The session will be an inspiring meeting which makes it 
possible to successfully round off the preparations of 
youth and students on the five continents for the festival 
in the final stage and an important occasion in stimulat- 
ing the atmosphere of the festival worldwide. 


The Korean youth and students and all other people 
warmly hail the session. 


The preparations for the festival in the DPRK, the host 
of the festival, and in all parts of the five continents are 
progressing apace, the editorial says, and goes on: 


Thanks to the wise guidance of our party full preparations 
have been made so that all grand functions to be held 
during the festival, to say nothing of the opening and 
Closing functions of the festival, may be held in conformity 
with the requirements of our era and desires and aspiration 
of the world progressive youth and students. 


We will warmly greet all the delegates and guests to the 
festival with warm feelings of friendship irrespective of 
ideas, religious belief, race and nationality and provide 
them with best conditions and conveniences so that they 
may freely participate in the festival functions without 
the slightest inconvenience. 


The national preparatory committees formed in more 
than 120 countries are accelerating preparations for the 
festival nationwide and pushing ahead, in the final stage, 
with the selection of delegates to the festival, prepara- 
tions to take part in functions, securing of fund for the 
festival, preparations to operate national clubs, collec- 
tion of solidarity fund and other preparations as a whole. 
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A success in the festival can surely be guaranteed only 
with the concerted efforts of the youth and students on 
the five continents. 


The progressive youth and students in all countries of the 
world should firmly unite and closely cooperate with 
each other to bring the noble idea of the 13th World 
Festival of Youth and Students into full bloom and to 
ensure the success of the festival, transcending the ideas, 
systems, religious beliefs and political views. 


Delegations Leave for Romania, USSR 
SK3003 113189 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1110 GMT 
30 Mar 89 


[‘‘Visits”] 


[Text] Pyongyang March 30 (KCNA)}—A government 
economic delegation of the Democratic People’s Repub- 
lic of Korea headed by An Song-pae, vice-chairman of 
the Light Industry Commission, to visit Romania and a 
delegation of the DPRK Railway Ministry headed by 
Hwang Sam-nin, chief of staff of the ministry, to visit the 
Soviet Union left Pyongyang today by air. 


Symposium Marks Abolition of Tax System 
SK2903232789 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1512 GMT 
29 Mar 89 


[Text] Pyongyang March 29 (KCNA)—A social scientific 
symposium was held today to mark the | Sth anniversary of 
the promulgation of the historic law on abolition of the tax 
system in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea. 


Present there were Chong Chun-ki, alternate member of 
the Political Bureau of the Central Committee of the 
Workers’ Party of Korea and vice-premier of the Admin- 
istration Council, and officials concerned. 


Speeches were made there. 


The speakers said that abolition of the tax system in the 
DPRK was a shining fruition of the far-reaching plan 
and the wise guidance of the great leader President Kim 
Il-song to liberate the working people not only from 
exploitation and oppression but also from all kinds of 
legacies and fetters of the old society and provide them 
with genuine freedom and happiness. 


They pointed out that 15 years ago the great leader 
introduced a revolutionary policy of fully abolishing the 
tax system, a legacy of the old society, in the DPRK for 
the first time in history, thus performing a great exploit 
which will shine forever in human history. 


The abolition of the tax system was a shining victory of 
the great chuche idea and a historic event which strik- 
ingly demonstrated the incomparable superiority of our 
socialist system which has met the requirement of the 
chuche idea and might of our independent socialist 
national economy, they said. 
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They stressed that dear Comrade Kim Chong-il had set it 
as the sacred cause of realizing the respected leader’s 
lofty ambition to completely abolish the tax system and 
wisely guided the work. 


Construction To Expand Clothing Plant Under Way 
SK2903042989 Pyongyang Domestic Service in Korean 
2200 GMT 24 Mar 89 


[Text] Construction to expand the capacity of the Export 
Clothing Plant of Sunchon is being accelerated force- 
fully. Through effecting collective innovation by cooper- 
ating with each other, the militants engaged in construct- 
ing the four-story building completed the laying of bricks 
and plastering for three floors within a short period and 
are now overfulfilling the daily plan for brick laying 1.2 
fold. Currently, they are waging the speed battle to 
complete the construction to expand the plant’s capacity 
by as much as double the current capacity. 


People Called Upon To Overthrow No Tae-u 
SK300303 1889 (Clandestine) Voice of National 
Salvation in Korean to South Korea 0300 GMT 
21 Mar 89 


{Unattributed special article: “‘Let Us, All the People in 
the Country, Rise Fiercely in the Struggle To Oust No 
Tae-u”)} 


[Text] The struggle to overthrow the heinous No Tae-u 
military dictatorial regime is expanding and advancing and 
is becoming more mass-oriented and fiercer by the day. 


Reflecting the intensity of the struggle which is growing 
everyday, the National Council of University Student 
Representatives [Chondaehyop] designated 6 days from 
20 to 25 March as the first period of forcing No Tae-u to 
resign in connection with No Tae-u’s so-called interim 
assessment and declared that it will stage a fierce struggle 
by holding rabble-rousing rallies simultaneously in all 
parts of the country. Calling for turning the interim 
assessment, which the authorities plan to push through 
at an early date, into an opportunity to force the No 
Tae-u regime to resign, the National Coalition of the 
Movement for the Nation and Democracy [Chonminn- 
yon] made public its will to launch a movement to force 
No Tae-u, an accomplice to the 12 December incident, 
the massacre in Kwangju, and the irregularities commit- 
ted by the Fifth Republic, to resign. 


Meanwhile, 13 dissident organizations such as the Fed- 
eration of Democratic Artists and Cultural Organiza- 
tions [Minyechong] and the National Council of Teach- 
ers [Chongyohyop], in addition to the Chonminnyon and 
Chondaehyop, established on 14 March the headquar- 
ters for the joint struggle to oust the current regime and 
on 19 March decided to hold a meeting to declare the 
launching of the struggle to cast a no-confidence vote on 
the current regime in the interim assessment. They also 
made public its intention to stage various types of 
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wide-range joint solidarity struggle across the country 
beginning 27 March until the day next month when votes 
are cast for the interim assessment in order to oust the 
current regime. 


The resolve and appeal by such democratic dissident 
Organizations as Chonminnyon and Chondaehyop as such 
is an expression of the will and desire of all people who 
long for independence, democracy, and reunification as 
well as an inevitable demand of the developing situation. 


Today, overthrowing the No Tae-u military dictatorial 
regime, a group of fascist traitors, is the unanimous 
demand and an unwavering will of the patriotic masses 
of all walks of life. In essence, long before he ascended to 
power No Tae-u had earned a notorious reputation for 
being a heinous murderer, a crafty conspirator, and a 
truculent military fascist. 


No Tae-t, who, in league with Chon Tu-hwan, took the 
lead in the 12 December military purification coup d’etat, 
hurled units of paratroopers of the worst type into 
Kwangju which was seething with the ardent desire for 
freedom and democracy in May 1980 at the instigation of 
the United States, thereby wetting the city of resistance 
with blood shed by thousands of patriotic citizens. In 
return, he emerged as the core force of the Fifth Republic. 


In addition, in June 1987 when the fascist regime was on 
the verge of breaking apart in the face of a crisis caused 
by a fierce resistance struggle of the masses, he ridiculed 
the demand of the masses with his deceptive 29 June 
declaration which was arranged according to a U.S. 
scenario and cooled the people’s aspirations for democ- 
ratization. That is not all. 


In defiance of the entire people’s protest and denuncia- 
tion, he fabricated his election to the presidential office 
by resorting to all manners of unprecedented corruption, 
fraudulence, and machinations in the 16 October elec- 
tion under the control of the United States. After ascend- 
ing to power, No Tae-u’s antinational and antimass 
crimes were laid bare more nakedly. 


No Tae-u, who set the Fifth Republic out to sea babbling 
about the so-called era of common people, is now 
violently trampling under foot the masses’ desire and 
aspirations, and even their right to existence with his 
crafty and wicked fascist rule. Not only is he subjecting 
the workers, who are calling for bad working conditions 
to be improved and for wage raises and who have risen 
up to attain the three labor rights, and the peasants, who 
are opposed to U.S. pressure on South Korea to open its 
markets, to the shower of tear gas and club-wielding 
treatment through the mobilization of the fascist police- 
men, but he is also taking to police stations, arresting, 
and indiscriminately torturing the youths and students 
who call for social justice and campus democratization, 
and eventually murdering them. 
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The No Tae-u ring, which forcibly took to police stations 
delegates to the 10 June North-South student talks who 
were marching toward Panmunjom reflecting the entire 
population’s aspirations for reunification, is now building 
the wall of national division even higher with the so-called 
northern policy after cooling the people’s ardent longing 
for reunification with his 7 July declaration. 


Moreover, the No Tae-u ring’s act of cheating, mocking, 
and turning his back on the demand of the entire people 
seeking the truth of the Kwangju incident, to punish 
those chiefly responsible for it, and to liquidate the 
irregularities of the Fifth Republic, has now reached a 
point where it cannot be tolerated any more. 


No Tae-u, an accomplice to the great massacre in 
Kwangju and the person who masterminded the irregu- 
larities of the Fifth Republic, while paying lip service to 
unveiling the true picture of the Kwangju incident and to 
liquidating the irregularities of the Fifth Republic, in 
practice has not even tried to lay bare their true pictures 
in full view even up to now, though a year has passed 
since he took office. What is more, he has left no stone 
unturned in a bid to protect those chiefly responsible for 
them and bury the incidents unresolved. 


A great number of prisoners of conscience still languish 
behind bars because of the game of playing with a 
deceptive amnesty and release by No Tae-u, who seeks to 
prolong his stay in power by holding hostage many 
people who have been unjustly arrested and imprisoned 
for calling for justice, patriotism, rights to existence, and 
democracy. In particular, the No Tae-u ring is now 
intensifying its suppressive offensive on an unprece- 
dented scope while laying bare his fascist dictator nature 
more nakedly from the beginning of this year. 


The more serious the crisis the fascist dictators find 
themselves in, the more frantic they become in their 
suppression, rejecting all manner of resisting forces that 
threaten their ruling system. This can be said to be the 
essentially unchanging disposition of fascist dictators 
who run counter to public sentiments. 


No Tae-u, who began ranting from the beginning of the 
New Year that he would sternly deal with those who 
illegally act in groups to threaten the liberal democratic 
system by strictly applying laws, is now carrying out a 
large-scale scorch-earth operation against the democratic 
and patriotic forces after even putting off his deceptive 
mask of democratization. 


Railing at the patriotic masses of all walks of life, 
including the hot-blooded youths, students, and dissi- 
dent democratic forces struggling for independence, 
democracy, and reunification as elements of obstructing 
law and order and as a force that resorts to violence to 
Carry out a class revolution, No Tae-u is now running 
riot in his fascist suppression by fully mobilizing all 
manner of government power. Because of this, even the 
workers and peasants desperate struggle for rights to 
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existence are now subjected to harsh punishment on 
charges of being insidious left-leaning acts, and the 
sacred campuses have been turned into a fascist domi- 
nated stage. It has also kicked up a commotion of 
confiscating progressive books and created a crazy whirl- 
wind of cracking down on the publishers. 


No Tae-u’s toadyist, treacherous acts designed to keep his 
fascist regime alive have now reached a more serious stage. 


Traitor No Tae-u, who invited U.S. President Bush to visit 
Seoul not long ago in defiance of the entire population’s 
strong protest and opposition, threw a still greater obstacle 
to a firm attainment of national sovereignty and reunifi- 
cation by begging for indefinite stationing of U.S. troops in 
South Korea and again buckling under to U.S. pressure on 
South Korea to open its markets, thereby gravely threat- 
ening the masses’ right to existence. 


Moreover, the No Tae-u group staged the aggressive 
“Team Spirit” South Korea-U.S. joint military exercise 
in defiance of the opposition and rejection of the people 
and the peace-loving people of the world, thereby strain- 
ing the situation even further, gathering the dark clouds 
of a nuclear war over our country, and unscrupulously 
undertook such antinational and antireunification acts 
of standing with bayonets, in the way of the will of the 
Chondaehyop and Chonminnyon delegates marching 
toward Panmunjom in response to our feliow country- 
men’s aspirations for reunification. 


All this clearly shows that No Tae-u is a crafiy and 
wicked fascist element unprecedented in history and that 
he is a traitor to the nation who is engrossed in prolong- 
ing his stay in power and in perpetuating the division. 


This is precisely why our masses did not recognize No 
Tae-u as president from the beginning when he came 
into power through corruption and fraudulence and have 
tirelessly carried out a struggle to oust him. 


This notwithstanding, the No Tae-u group is now schem- 
ing to conduct an interim assessment at an early date, 
instead of stepping down from power as demanded by 
the entire popu!ation. It is clear why the No Tae-u ring is 
now trying to conduct the interim assessment at an early 
date in the form of a policy appraisal. 


In other words, the No Tae-u ring is attempting to bring 
the present chaotic political situation and the crisis in its 
ruling under control and thus maintain and prolong the 
military dictatorial regime by conducting an interim 
assessment. Because of the strong flames of the anti-US. 
and antifascist struggle by the patriotic masses of all 
walks of life for independence, democracy, and reunifi- 
cation which is now sweeping South Korea, the No Tae-u 
regime has been driven deep into an irrevocable predic- 
ament, its fate hanging on a thread. Confused by this, the 
No Tae-u ring is frantically attempting to fabricate 
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public will by conducting a mere policy appraisal, which 
is not a confidence vote, in a bid to extricate itself from 
its miserable situation and to maintain the colonial and 
fascist regime at any cost. 


Such a grave situation which is now prevailing through- 
out the country urgently demands that the patriotic 
democratic forces overthrow the No Tae-u ring through 
a pannational struggle at the earliest possible date. The 
patriotic masses of all walks of life should vigorously 
turn out to the struggle for national salvation to over- 
throw the No Tae-u ring in response to the appeal of 
Chondaehyop and Chonminnyon. Our | million youths 
and students should faithfully perform the mission as 
vanguards and the triggering device that opens a break- 
through in the struggle as they did in the past. 


The hot-blooded youths and students who led the 19 
April student uprising, the Kwangju popular uprising, 
and the June mass resistance should further strengthen 
unity and solidarity with the patriotic masses of all 
Strata, let alone the universities and provinces, during 
the first period of forcing No Tae-u to resign and, thus, 
should further fan the burning flames of the struggle 
against No Tae-u and for democratization. The struggle 
to overthrow the No Tae-u ring is the sharp confronta- 
tion between patriotism and treachery and between 
democracy and fascism. 


The strength that can smash the vicious violence of the 
fascist, treacherous forces comes from the unity of the 
democratic, patriotic forces. All of the patriotic masses 
of all walks of life, including workers, farmers, youths, 
students, intellectuals, democratic figures, and religious 
persons, who love justice and democracy should unite as 
one and rise up as one in the majestic struggle to 
overthrow the dictatorship of the No Tae-u military 
fascist ring. 


All of the people are urging No Tae-u not to try to fool 
the masses through an interim assessment and to step 
down from power at the earliest possible date. If the No 
Tae-u ring persistently conducts an interim assessment, 
going against public will, the patriotic masses of all walks 
of life will wage a no-confidence campaign against No 
Tae-u throughout the country. 


The struggle to make No Tae-u step down from power 
cannot win victory without waging the anti-U:S. struggle. 
The patriotic masses of all walks of life should closely 
combine the anti-No Tae-u struggle with the anti-US. 
struggle and, thus, expand it into a nationwide resistance 
for national salvation. Our masses should look at the 
crimes in the past of the U.S. aggressors who, whenever 
the fascist regime has faced a crisis caused by the fierce 
struggle of our people, have maintained and prolonged 
their colonial rule through various cunning and brutal 
means. Our masses should also shout not only the slogan 
to overthrow the No Tae-u ring, but also the slogan 
“Yankee, go home”’ [preceding three words in English]. 
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The struggle to force No Tae-u to step down from power 
is now being expanded into a pannational struggle. The 
patriotic masses of all walks of life should unanimously 
join the struggle to force No Tae-u to step down from 
power so that they can expedite the new spring of 
democratization. 


South Korea 


Reactions to Rev Mun’s North Trip Continue 


No Seeks ‘Full Might of Law’ 
SK 3003090589 Seoul YONHAP in English 0834 GMT 
30 Mar 89 


[Text] Seoul, March 30 (YONHAP)—South Korean 
President No Tae-u warned Thursday that the full might 
of the law will be used against anyone denying the 
legitimacy and law of the nation under the pretext of 
bringing about reunification. 


Dissident leader Rev. Mun Ik-hwan should be resolutely 
dealt with in accordance with the law for his unautho- 
rized visit to Pyongyang, No said while presiding over a 
meeting of his ruling party’s key office-holders at Chong- 
wadae, his official residence. 


“The government should be the sole channel of the execu- 
tion of unification policy, though discussion of unification 
is Open to everyone,” he said. “In any country, diplomacy 
and negotiation with foreign nations are the domain of the 
goveinment and individuals cannot bargain on issues 
related to the national interest or in circumstances of 
dispute and confrontation with other nations.” 


Mun left Seoul March 20 and arrived in Pyongyang 
Saturday via Tokyo and Beijing. He met with North 
Korean leader Kim Il-song on Monday. 


‘North Korea’s attempt to stir up confusion in the South 
will be harmful to itself as well as hampering improve- 
ment of the South-North relationship,” he said. 


No made it clear that he wants opposition parties to stop 
demanding the punishment of Rep. Chong Ho-yong and 
other ruling party figures for alleged abuses committed 
under former President Chon Tu-hwan, accusing them 
of denying objective facts and legal procedures. 


The president asked the participants to act with convic- 
tion in terminating efforts by National Assembly ad hoc 
panels to liquidate the negative legacies of the Chon era, 
noting that the nation can hardly afford to cling to the 
past issues in the interest of its future. 


FBIS-EAS-89-060 
30 March 1989 


Ruling Camp Mulls Over Shakeup 
SK3003053889 Seoul YONHAP in English 0519 GMT 
30 Mar 89 


[Text] Seoul, March 30 (YONHAP)—The government 
and ruling party, shocked by a dissident leader’s visit to 
North Korea, are considering a reshuffle of key posts. 


“A series of actions, including a major change of the 
government and the ruling party leadership lineup, will 
be taken to strengthen the power of President No Tae-u 
after the Rev. Mun Ik-hwan’s case is settled,” a ranking 
official of the ruling camp said Thursday. 


“The reshuffle is along the same lines as Tuesday’s 
shakeup of key military posts and Thursday’s police raid 
on strikers at Hyundai Heavy Industries,” he said. 


The official, speaking on condition of anonymity, said the 
scale of the reshuffle will be “considerable,” including key 
posts of the ruling party leadership, presidential office 
staff, and Cabinet ministers in charge of public security. 


Secretary-General Yi Chong-chan and floor leader Kim 
Yun-whan of the ruling party are likely to be replaced, 
according to the official. 


Cabinet ministers likely to be involved in the reshuffle 
will be Pak Seh-chik, head of the Agency for National 
Security Planning (formerly KCIA), Home Minister Yi 
Han-tong and Justice Minister Ho Hyong-ku. They have 
been blamed for their failure to take proper actions in 
advance of Mun’s trip to Pyongyang. 


Health and Social Affairs Minister Mun Tae-chun and 
Labor Minister Chang Yong-chol may be among those to 
be replaced, holding them responsible for their failure to 
consult with the ruling party on two controversial amend- 
ments prior to their passage through the National Assem- 
bly. 


The official said the two ministers found unconstitu- 
tional elements and other problems in amendments to 
‘ye Medical Insurance Law and the Labor Dispute Law 
only after they had been passed unanimously, forcing the 
president to veto them. 


No, to check the challenge of hardliners in the military, 
conducted a massive reshuffle of key military positions 
affecting 48 Army generals Tuesday. 


Meanwhile, the government has decided to lock Rev. 
Mun behind bars upon his return from North Korea. 
Political dissidents and students have denounced the 
government decision. 
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Government Bans Welcome Home Rally 
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[By Hong Sang-pyo] 


[Text] Seoul, March 30 (YONHAP)—Because of a gov- 
ernment ban, there will be no welcome home rally for the 
Rev. Mun Ik-hwan when he returns from his unautho- 
rized visit to North Korea, a reaction that two opposi- 
tion parties have voiced their sympathy for. 


The government will not allow any welcoming gatherings 
for Mun because his visit itself is illegal, a government 
spokesman said in explaining the decision, which was 
made in a meeting between the administration and the 
Democratic Justice Party thursday. 


The National Alliance for a Democratic Movement, 
South Korea’s largest dissident organization, has said it 
plans to hoid a rally to support and weicome the rebei- 
lious preacher’s “historic” visit to the North. 


News that the 71-year-old Presbyterian pastor had 
secretly arrived in Pyongyang jolted the nation last 
weekend. 


“Mun violated the law by visiting Pyongyang and denied 
the existence of our democratic system by praising North 
Korean leader Kim Il-song,”’ the spokesman said. 


He said the government will prevent any welcoming 
rallies because Mun’s trip to the North will have a 
negative impact on reunification policy. 


The government will not allow South Korean nationals 
to visit the North individually, he said. 


The government’s tough position is a clear signal that 
President No Tae-u’s bold initiatives to improve rela- 
tions with Pyongyang have been shelved, analysts say. 


The goverment has already hinted that plans to develop 
a scenic North Korean mountain into a tourist resort 
have been jeopardised by the prominent dissident’s trip 
to Pyongyang. 


A visit to the North by business tycoon Chong Chu-yong, 
who initiated the development projects, will also be 
postponed indefinitely, a government source said. 
Chong, founder and honorary chairman of the Hyundai 
Business Group, agreed with the North to jointly 
develop Mt. Kumgang into a tourist attraction during a 
visit to Pyongyang in January. 


Kim Yong-sam, head of the Reunification Democratic 
Party [RDP], said Mun should be held “responsible for 
all his activities in the North,” an indication that Kim is 
willing to go along with the government’s legal action 
against Mun, at least for now. 
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The RDP leader, clearly contradicting the position taken 
by his arch-rival Kim Tae-chung, president of the party 
for peace and democracy [PPD], also said he would 
withhold his visit to North Korea to discuss reunifica- 
tion even if given the opportunity. 


This was construed by some analysts as meaning he will 
suspend his own drive to improve relations with Pyong- 


yang. 


Kim said not so long ago that he was eager to visit 
Pyongyang and wanted to meet with Kim Il-song to 
discuss reunification of the Korean peninsula, which has 
been divided since the end oi World War II in 1945. The 
two Koreas technically remain at war although the 
Korean Armistice halted the fighting in 1953. 


But Kim also said the government should be held 
accountable for Mun’s trip, warning No not to use it as 
an opportunity for supressing ‘““democratic forces.” 


Kim Tae-chung said on Wednesday he regrets Mun’s 
unautorized visit but the prominent dissident should, 
not be arrested when he returns home. 


The PPD will decide on its position after hearing {rom 
Mun about his visit, he said. 


Meanwhile, Kim Chong-pil, president of the New Dem- 
ocratic Republican Party, called Mun’s trip “irrespon- 
sible and senseless.” 


The moderate opposition leader also urged the govern- 
ment to review its “Northern policy,” an initiative to 
improve relations with socialist countries and inter- 
Korean exchanges. 


Kim Yong-sam and Kim Chong-pil seem to have pro- 
vided No with justification for tough action against the 
clergyman. 


The prosecution said Mun, a patriarch among dissidents, 
will be arrested on charges of violating the National 
Security Law, which bans visit to the North, as soon as 
he returns. 


Papers Discuss Visit 
SK300304 2889 


{Editorial Report] Seoul Korean-vernacular papers on 27 
and 28 March carry editorials on the secret and illegal 
visit to Pyongyang by dissident leader Rev Mun Ik- 
hwan. 


TONG-A ILBO on 27 March carries a 900-word edito- 
rial entitled “Rev Mun’s Sudden Visit to North Korea. 
The National Task Cannot Be Resolved by Miniature 
Heroism.” Bitterly denouncing Mun’s visit to Pyong- 
yang as a “shocking” visit and “‘an act of miniature 
heroism” the editorial says: ““Rev Mun is visiting North 
Korea without prior discussions with the government 
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under the excuse of accepting Kim II-song’s invitation 
while supporting his proposal for North-South political 
and military talks. In his arrival statement Rev Mun also 
satisfactorily revealed his plan to meet ‘the respected 
President’ Kim Il-song. Considering the fact that Mun 
Ik-hwan is a clergyman and a leader of the antigovern- 
ment movement that has continued since the early 
seventies, our surprise at his visit to Pyongyang this time 
is indeed great.” 


The editorial goes on to say: “What draws our surprise, 
suspicion, and apprehension in his antigovernment 
movement is the fact that he has opposed almost all of 
the governmen’s policies toward North Korea while he 
has almost unconditionally sympathized with or sup- 
ported North Korea’s proposals or Kim II]-song’s propos- 
als.” 


In conclusion, the editorial denounces the opposition 
political parties for their recent unclear political attitude, 
saying: “At the same time, the four political parties, the 
Opposition parties in particular, should make clear this 
time their stand and attitude toward our free, democratic 
system and toward the political system in North Korea 
under Kim Il-song. We declare that now is the time for 
our political parties to renounce their opportunist polit- 
ical behavior of unconditionally supporting the logic 
claimed by dissidunt organizations and collaborating 
with their antigovernment struggle.” 


CHUNGANG ILBO on 27 March carries an 800-word 
editorial entitled “Can Anyone Visit the North If He 
Wishes? Private Negotiations Are Not Conducive to 
Reunification Efforts.” Expressing surprise at and 
denouncing Rev Mun Ik-hwan’s sudden visit to Pyong- 
yang the editorial says: ‘““‘We should calmly think if, at a 
time when two different political lines and ideologies are 
sharply confronted among the people in the country, the 
visit of leading figures from religious circles and other 
dissident organizations to Pyongyang without prior dis- 
cussions with the government is really conducive to 
improving North-South relations or to achieving 
national reunification. Rev Mun’s act is a clear violation 
of the existing laws and runs counter to our govern- 
ment’s policy.” 


Stressing the need to maintain a “unified channel” in the 
government for negotiations and exchange with North 
Korea the editorial denounces Mun’s private act of 
visiting North Korea and meeting with Kim Il-song 
there, saying: “Relations between North and South 
Korea require a high-level of order and system. Contact- 
ing North Korea privately without government approval 
would only create confusion.” 


Noting the government’s failure in establishing a clear 
line in its policy toward North Korea the editorial urges 
the government authorities to establish a detailed and 
clear guideline for contacts with North Korea among 
civilians. 
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The editorial also criticizes the North Korean authori- 
ties’ attitude of trying to contact dissident figures or 
dissident organizations while avoiding contacts with the 
South Korean Government and says: “Such an attitude 
is aimed at disturbing and splitting our society and our 
national concensus On reunification” and “It is a big 
mistake if North Korea believes that the North-South 
question can be resolved even without negotiations with 
the South Korean Government.” 


In conclusion, the editorial stresses the need to establish 
again the principles of contact and exchange with North 
Korea, with Mun’s sudden and illegal visit to Pyongyang 
as an occasion. 


KYONGHYANG SINMUN on 27 March carries a 
900-word editorial entitled “Rev Mun Ik-hwan’s Visit to 
Pyongyang Creates Confusion Among the People.” 
Declaring Rev Mun Ik-hwan’s visit to Pyongyang as 
“shocking” the editoriai notes the iliegality of his act, 
unlike the case of Chong Chu-yong, head of Hyundai 
business group, who visited Pyongyang last February. 
The editorial continues: ““Mr Mun’s visit to North Korea 
was an arbitrary act perpetrated without government 
approval or without prior discussions with the authori- 
ties concerned. Herein lies the gravity of Mun’s visit to 
Pyongyang. Mr Mun’s adventurous act of visiting Pyong- 
yang, even though its motive was righteous, is an act 
which completely ignores the dignity and legitimacy of 
the government and violates the law.” 


Declaring Mun’s visit to Pyongyang as a “typical hap- 
pening which has definitely created big confusion in the 
government's reunification policy,” the editorial stresses 
the need to take a prudent approach in dealing with the 
reunification question. 


Exposing North Korea’s maneuvers to create internal 
confusion and national split in the South Korean society 
the editorial says: “Mr Mun’s visit to Pyongyang is an act 
of having become entangled in North Korea’s maneuvers 
to split the South Korean society and, thus, Mr Mun will 
not be able to escape responsibility for this.” 


In conclusion, the editorial criticizes the authorities and 
organs concerned, including intelligence agencies, for 
their failure to prevent in advance Mr Mun’s departure 
from Seoul for Tokyo to visit Pyongyang. 


CHOSON ILBO on 28 March carries a 700-word edito- 
rial entitled “He Ignored the Republic of Korea.” 
Denouncing Mr Mun Ik-hwan’s visit to Pyongyang the 
editorial says: “In a nutshell, Mun Ik-hwan’s visit to 
Pyongyang is an act which completely ignores the exist- 
ence of the Republic of Korea and its sovereignty.” 
Noting Mun’s remarks on reunification in his so-called 
arrival statement which said “reunification is goodness, 
whatever its form may be and all forms of reunification 
are goodness,” the editorial declares them an act of 
narcissism and prejudice. 
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The editorial goes on to denounce Mun, saying: ““Reuni- 
fication should not be achieved with the sovereignty of 
the Republic of Korea being ignored and trampled 
underfoot as implied by Mr Mun in his arrival state- 
ment. To achieve national reunification, not only 
democratization in South Korea, but also democratiza- 
tion in North Korea should be realized. However, Mr 
Mun behaved as if only he can lead the initiative in 
achieving reunification by describing the whole founda- 
tion of the Republic of Korea as ‘dictatorship,’ ‘military 
ruling forces,’ and ‘foreign forces.” What has made us 
further embarrassed is his remarks that there is no 
obstacle to national reunification in North Korea but 
there are obstacles to national reunification in South 
Korea.” 


The editorial concludes by saying that “we cannot but 
feel displeasure with an individual's self-righteous act.” 


HANGUK ILBO on 28 March carries a 1,500-word 
editorial entitled ““Rev Mun’s Secret Trip to Pyong- 
yang—Reunification Cannot Be Realized Through a 
Fancy Method Alone.” Stating that “the maturing 
national sentiment and the changing international envi- 
ronment have steadily opened a new dimension for 
debates on the reunification question,” the editorial says 
that “Rev Mun’s sudden visit to North Korea has 
shocked us greatly.” 


The editorial continues: “At this juncture we need to 
make clear our resolute stand on the reckless visit to 
Pyongyang by Rev Mun, who is known as the dissidents’ 
godfather. Even though he is reported to have gone to 
North Korea with the conviction, or rather a theory, that 
reunification can be achieved only by the masses, as 
manifested in his poem, his trip to Pyongyang is an 
inconsiderate act undertaken with a sense of self-righ- 
teousness and an arbitrary decision that have rendered 
the debates on reunification question chaotic.” 


Examining his arrival statement, the editorial says: ““His 
words can be taken to mean that he approves of or 
accepts the system in the North, while denying the one in 
the South. He can be said to have gone to Pyongyang to 
meet with North Korea’s ruler rather than the masses in 
the North, as he usually indicated.” The editorial con- 
tinues to question Rev Mun’s theory on reunification, 
saying: ““What makes him think that only the masses he 
claims he represents are eager and enthusiastic about 
reunification and the rest are all antireunification forces? 
This is nothing but an expression of an utterly prepos- 
terous heroism.” 


The editorial states: “Some people seem to maintain a 
view that Rev Mun’s visit to Pyongyang may probably 
serve as a watershed on the debates on the reunification 
question in the future. Availing ourselves of this oppor- 
tunity, we strongly demand that the politicians cleanse 
themselves of a vague approach toward the reunification 
question because the theory of judging both feuding 
parties to be correct, laced with a modicum of a sense of 
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regret, is not an attitude that politicians should adopt at 
such a difficult time. We emphasize that with words and 
deeds that resemble those of opportunists one cannot 
bring under control the crisis and difficulties as prevail- 
ing today. 


SEOUL SINMUN on 28 March carries a 1,500-word 
editorial under the headline “The Logic and Illusion 
About Reunification Between the North and South— 
The Case of Rev Mun Ik-hwan.” Terming Rev Mun’s 
trip to Pyongyang a “monstrous undertaking that has 
Caught us by surprise,” the editorial examines the min- 
ister’s personality and his background and adds: “Mr 
Mun may probably claim that he has tried to be a small 
stepping stone for reunification. However, his act cannot 
avoid being denounced as an expression of a small-scale 
hero whose act is influenced by emotion and undertaken 
without any sense of responsibility and logic. To speak of 
his act a little more unfriendly, his concept of North 
Korea is an illusion and the way he approaches reunifi- 
cation is nothing but a day dream.” 


After commenting on Kim Il-song, whom Rev Mun 
unabashedly referred to as “the respected President 
Kim,” the editorial says that “the only thing he can have 
heart-to-heart talks with Kim Il-song, who has been 
scheming to liberate South Korea, is about a revolution- 
ary war.” The editorial continues: ““Mr Mun’s rash acts 
and his private contact will be of no use to reunifica- 
tion.” 


Emphasizing the need to settie probiems that cropped up 
after Mr Chong Chu-yong returned from a visit to North 
Korea, the editorial says that “if the government did not 
know about Mr Mun’s visit to Pyongyang in advance, it 
should hold the government offices concerned account- 
able for having failed to detect his visit exactly in the 
same manner it plans to hold Mr Mun accountable for 
having failed to consult with government offices before 
leaving for Pyongyang.” 


In concluding, the editorial says: “Mr Mun should take 
responsibility for his behavior. We have a valuable 
system called liberal democracy and a government 
whose functions we should respect. If Mr Mun is deter- 
mined to regain his identity as a Korean, he should 
subject himself to the laws, system, and standards of 
morality that preserve our system.” 


Intelligence Agencies Role Questioned 
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[Text] A midnight report from Tokyo that Mun Ik-hwan 
was making an illegal trip to North Korea jolted the 
whole nation on Sunday morning. 


Coming to themselves as the thundering shock dissi- 
pated gradually, most of the people doubted if the 
government “rally did not know about his going to the 
North.” 
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Their question focused on “what the government was 
doing and how such an important incident took place 
without the knowledge of the government.” 


For the past days when the government was racking its 
brains over how to cope with the unprecedented inci- 
dent, it has turned out that no intelligence organization 
seemed to have any information about Mun’s well- 
planned visit. 


The government appears to be unable to find out details 
about the 71-year-old Christian minister’s Pyongyang 
visit. 


Latest moves by the government, show that it depends 
only on Pyongyang Radio to get information about 
Mun’s activities in the North. 


This indicates that “our information gathering network 
is not working at ali,” a working-ievei officiai says. 


Especially, many people argue, “What is the once-mighty 
Agency for National Security Planning [NSP] (the succes- 
sor of the Korean Central Intelligence Agency) doing?” 


Of course, the NSP under the new leadership of Pak 
Se-chik, who organized the 1988 Seoul Olympics suc- 
cessfully, seems to have an excuse. 


Amid the trend to “rapid democratization” of the 
nation, the function of the top intelligence apparatus was 
notably reduced, following its banning from intervening 
into domestic politics, among other things. 


The NSP’s mission is to devote itself only to foreign 
affairs and South-North relations. 


The official, on condition of anonymity, contended, 
“The NSP faces many difficulties in its surveillance of 
dissidents due to the ban.” 


He also said that “veteran anti-Communist police inves- 
tigators were mostly ousted following the torture death 
of Pak Chong-chol, a Seoul National University student, 
that took piace in January, 1987.” 


But, it has been reported that Mun had hinted of his 
Pyongyang visit to Kim Tae-chung, president of the 
Party for Peace and Democracy and others, and Hwang 
Sok-yong, a novelist, who is also in Pyongyang along 
with Mun and two others, had sounded out the chances 
of a visit to the North in a meeting with Rep. Yi 
Chong-chan, secretary general of the ruling Democratic 
Justice Party. 


Those who met Mun and Hwang were said to have 
advised them to “consult with the government.” 
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If the NSP could not get any information about these 
activities of the two in Seoul or it failed to cope with the 
moves of the two swiftly despite such information, it 
must be a grave problem. 


No one can guarantee that persons like Mun and hwang 
will not appear in the days to come. 


Trip Deals Blow to ‘Northern Policy’ 
SK 3003010889 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
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[By staff reporter Kim Chang-yong] 


[Text] Leading dissident Mun Ik-hwan’s clandestine trip 
to Pyongyang has seriously set back the No Tae-u admin- 
istration’s bold initiatives in inter-Korean relations and 
it will further affect Seoul’s bold appeasement overtures 
toward the East bloc, observers said yesterday. 


Hitherto powerful presidential staffer Pak Chol-on, the 
champion of what has been popularly called northern 
policy, hastily declared Monday morning that the 
administration would not trim diplomatic orientation 
following Mun’s blitz action, briefing reporters on the 
surprising travel. 


The northern policy, a unique Seoul version of Willy 
Brandt’s Ostpolitik, has so far been the mainstay of No’s 
diplomacy schemed to create favorable circumstances 
for peace on the Korean peninsula by improving rela- 
tionships with China and the Soviet Union, both seen as 
north of the country, as well other socialist countries. 


Officials who trumpeted the South’s “big brother's role,” 
as No put before his inauguration 13 months ago, are now 
noting that there has been no change in North Korea’s 
hostile posture. Those boastful of full-scale diplomacy with 
Hungary on Feb. | as the “first tangible outcome of the No 
diplomacy” are worrying that it might weaken anti-com- 
munism, still the No. | principle of the South, confronting 
the Northern half for over 40 years. 


Cabinet ministers and government party leaders yester- 
day voiced concern over the pace of the northern policy. 
They rendered a negative response to business tycoon 
Chong Chu-yong’s second visit to Pyongyang, initially 
scheduled for late next month to discuss more detailed 
joint-venture projects for the development of Mt. Kum- 
gang (Diamond) into a world-renowned resort. 


Police requested arrest writs for five poets and novelists, 
who approached the truce village of Panmunjom Mon- 
day to meet North Koreans to prepare for a “national 
conference of literary men,” for violation of the strict 
National Security Law. Novelist Hwang Sok-yong, who 
is now in Pyongyang with Mun and two others, is a 
member of the preparatory committee, largely composed 
of dissident literary men. 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


The police step is, however, very countermeasures [as 
published] against those attempting to get together with 
Northerners without the government’s blessing. They 
used to just block dissidents from getting through to the 
heavily-cordoned village and free them later. 


Pastor Mun Ik-hwan offered a good justification for the 
administration’s tough reaction. A considerable part of 
the ruling camp had earlier been opposing the aggressive 
northern policy and the lurry of inter-Korean talks. 


Foreign Ministry officials in charge of the northern 
policy argue that diplomacy does not necessarily mean 
friendship and the argument practically fell on deaf ears. 


Lieut. Gen. Min Pyong-ton, relieved of his post as Korea 
Military Academy [KMA] superintendent, is only one of 
these die-hard conservatives. He harshly criticized the 
northern policy in a KMA commencement ceremony. 


Early last month, when the nation was almost plunged 
into euphoria by Chong Chu-yong’s home visit to the 
North, the Democratic Justice Party voiced concern in a 
joint Cabinet-DJP session, chaired by No, that the 
northern policy might possibly contribute little to the 
ruling camp’s political gains. 


The administration judged that personal contacts, even 
if arranged by the government as in Chong’s case, would 
fan dissident forces and encourage them to seek personal 
channeis of diaf6gue with Northerners. 


It yesterday reversed plans to rewrite the National Secu- 
rity Law, generally applied to pro-Pyongyang criminals. 
Driven by the opposition, it was due to punish only 
positive supporters of the Kim Il-song regime, the min- 
imum scope of revision in accordance with No’s stun- 
ning July 7, 1988 doctrine. 


National Unification Minister Yi Hong-ku Monday 
explained that Mun’s visit is likely to stunt Seoul’s 
efforts to improve relations with the North, embarrass 
officials engaged in inter-Korean talks and thrust the 
Seoul government aside in contacts with Pyongyang. 


In line with its long-standing “united front strategy,” the 
North has long been inclined to encourage private con- 
tacts with Southern dissidents. 


While impeding progress in all political talks, usually 
citing annual South Korean-U.S. military exercises, it 
has shown vigor in accepting proposals made by South- 
ern students and dissidents. 


Pyongyang rolled out the red carpet for Mun and his 
three-member entourage, offering them a special plane 
and arranging a meeting with Kim Il-song whom he said 
he has long respected, just two days after their arrival, 
quite earlier than widely expected here. 
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_ Il-song said he would welcome anyone who comes 

to talk on reunification issues. The repre- 
ae of 24 North Korean parties and social organi- 
zations instantly echoed the remark in their five-point 
resolution featuring the promotion of personal contacts 
between the people of the divided country. 


Analysts here viewed that Pyongyang hopes to see dissi- 
dents in the South comply with its call for an end to the 
Team Spirit drill in its initial strategy which, when 
accomplished, will be extended to the demand for the 
withdrawal of American troops and nuclear weapons. 


Trip Endangers Kumgang Project 
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[Text] Seoul, March 30 (YONHAP)—Plans to develop a 
scenic North Korean mountain into a tourist resort have 
run into trouble because of a dissident South Korean 
leader’s unauthorized visit to Pyongyang, a government 
source said Thursday. 


Second visit to the North by business tycoon Chong 
Chu-yong, who initiated the Mt. Kumgang development 
project, is likely to be postponed indefinitely, said the 
source, who declined to be named. 


Shelving the development project stems from the gov- 
ernment’s view that Pyongyang, as shown by its invita- 
tion of Rev. Mun Ik-hwan, is trying to use inter-Korean 
exchanges to maneuver against Seoul, "the source said. 


He said North Korea clearly showed it wants to confuse 
South Koreans rather than promote dialogue through 
government channels. 


The government will decide on Chong’s trip and the 
development projects after the committee for promoting 
South-North Korean exchanges meets next week, the 
source said. The comm.itee is headed by the unification 
minister. 


Chong, founder and honorary chairman of the Hyundai 
Group, agreed with North Korea to develop Mt. Kum- 
gang into an international tourist attraction, set up a 
shipyard and a rolling stock plant in Wonsan, an east 
coast city in the North, and jointly participate in Sibe- 
rian projects. His visit in January was approved in 
advance by the government. 


Consultations between working-level officials on the Mt. 
Kumgang development have not been held. 


The 71-year-old Mun, a Presbyterian pastor who has long 
been at the forefront of anti-government movements, 
shocked the nation by secretly flying to Pyongyang last 
weekend to discuss reunification of the Korean peninsula 
with communist leader Kim Il-song. The government said 
it will arrest Mun on charges of violating the National 
Security Law, which bans visits to the North. 
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Hwang Met With Government Before North Visit 
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[Text] Novelist Hwang Sok-yong turned out yesterday to 
have consulted with the government before going to 


Pyongyang last week. 


Kim Sang-hyon, vice president of the Reunification 
Democratic Party, said yesterday that he met with 
Hwang March 23 and heard about Hwang’s planned trip 
to China and north Korea. 


“Without naming the government agency, Hwang told 
me that he was seeking a government clearance for visits 
to Beijing and Pyongyang,” said Kim, adding that the 
“government agency” was presumed to be the Agency 
for National Security Planning. 


“Hwang maac it clear to me that he would not go to China 
and north Korea unless he was able to draw ‘under- 
standing’ from the authorities concerned,” Kim said. 


“I have no idea whether he got government approval for 
the trip, however,” Kim said. 


At that time, Kim went on to say that Hwang was 
preparing to publish his work “Shadow of Arms” in 
Japanese and was to visit Tokyo in March or April. 


“As far as I know, Hwang was thinking of visiting China 
and north Korea as early as January this year,” Kim 
added. 


Hwang, a renowned dissident novelist, showed up in 
Pyongyang this week along with the Rev. Mun Ik-hwan 
and two other south Koreans. 


The government has already decided to take judicial 
action against Mun as soon as he returns home. 


Whether novelist Hwang would face the same judicial 
action or not is a matter of concern. 


Requests To Import Goods From North Decrease 
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[Text] Seoul, March 30 (YONHAP)—Applications to 
import goods from North Korea have fallen to a trickle, 
with only a few South Korean traders seek to buy small 
quantities of North Korean goods so far this month. 


South Korean firms have applied for permits to import 
730,000 dollars worth of pollack roe, dried pollack, 
pottery, embroidery and processed ginseng in March, 
according to the Trade and Industry Ministry. 


The amount is just 3.3 percent of the 22.5 million dollars 
worth of applications in January. 
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Applications skyrocketed last October, when the govern- 
ment said it would promote inter-Korea trade on a 
private level. 


The value of pre, osed imports was 1.99 million dollars in 
October, 14.6 miliion dollars in November, 16.86 million 
dollars in December and 22.49 million dollars in January. 


In February, however, the aniount plunged to 1.31 
million dollars. The sharp decrease in applications is 
chiefly attributed to the inferior quality of products from 
the North. The manufactured goods cannot compete 
against South Korean products, a ministry official said. 


Importers have also been put off by a North Korean 
failure to honor a contract to ship lump coal, sending 
pulverized coal instead. 


South Korean traders are frustrated by the North Kore- 
ans, who are unaccustomed to established trade prac- 
tices, the official said. They fail to respond quickly to 
claims or honor delivery dates, he said. 


Primary products accounted for 98.7 percent of the 
import applications during the first three months, but 
interest groups of farmers, fishermen and miners are 
lobbying against these imports, he added. 


The government has just given Sunkyung perimission to 
import 3,000 kg of silk thread worth 175,500 dollars 
from the North. 


But the restrictions imposed by the government in the 
wake of Rev. Mun Ik-hwan’s trip to Pyongyang to meet 
Kim Il-song will discourage businesses from importing 
northern merchandise. The first casualty is tycoon 
Chong Chu-yong, founder of Hyundai Business Group, 
who has been forced to delay his second trip to the 
North. 


Role in Asia-Pacific Economic Bloc Viewed 
SK3003091589 Seoul YONHAP in English 0809 GMT 
30 Mar 89 


{By Pak Chung-chan] 


[Text] Seoul, March 30 (YONHAP)—A tide of regional- 
ism is surging through the world, precipitating formation 
of an Asia-Pacific economic bloc and sparking debate 
between governments over their trade relationships. 


Caught up in the tide, South Korea has decided to form a 
task force of economy and trade-related officials to study 
the feasibility of a Pacific basin economic organization. 


The concept has long been under discussion in seminars 
and academic forums in Seoul, reflecting the global 
economic trend toward multi-polarization and the grow- 
ing voice of Asia-Pacific nations. 
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Inter-ministry consultation received a much needed 
prod last week when Shigeo Muraoka, Japanese vice 
trade minister, made a two-day visit to Seoul. 


Muraoka suggested that Korea take part in forming a 
Pacific Basin economic group conceived by the Japanese 
Government in talks with Deputy Premier Cho Sun and 
Trade-Industry Minister Han Sung-su. 


The Seoul trip was part of a 10-day Asian tour that took 
Muraoka to the region’s major capitals, including Bang- 
kok, Kuala Lumpur, Jakarta, Singapore and Hong Kong. 


The government’s response was positive, but a lot 
remains to be done for Seoul to forge a cohesive policy 
on the formation of a Pacific economic forum, according 
to government officials. 


The focal point of the review will be the character of the 
regional body, on which would-be member nations hoid 
vastly different views. 


Japan’s idea, as presented to the Korean Government by 
Muraoka, echoes former Prime Minister Yasuhiro Naka- 
sone’s suggestion last may at a Pacific economic cooper- 
ation conference in Osaka. 


At that time, Nakasone called for an “Asian version of 
the Organization of Economic Cooperation and Devel- 
opment (OECD),” which groups industrialized nations. 
Australia had come up with a similar idea and supported 
Japan’s efforts to give birth to a regional group. 


Prime Minister Robert Hawke suggested creating an 
Asia-Pacific cooperative during talks with President No 
Tae-u in Seoul last January. The two agreed in principle 
on the matter. 


Japan and Australia, however, do not have identical 
concepts of what functions the new organization should 
have and what countries should or should not be affili- 
ated with it. 


Japan’s opinion is that it should seek cooperation in 
sectors that will not cause conflicts of interest among 
members, starting with easy categories such as invest- 
ment, technology transfer and environmental protection. 


Japan also holds that it should not be a closed bloc, but 
be open to countries in other parts of the world. 


It seems that Japan conceives |2 possible founding mem- 
bers: the United States, Canada, Australia, New Zealand, 
Thailand, Malaysia, Indonesia, Singapore, the Philippines, 
Brunei and South Korea in addition to itself. 


China, Taiwan and Hong Kong appear to have been set 
aside due to delicate problems among themselves. 
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Australia, however, pursues a regional bloc with a tighter 
formation, like an Asia-Pacific economic ministers’ con- 
ference. 


It opposes including the United States and Canada in the 
bloc, apparently to ensure its own voice is heard clearly, 
which is in good contrast with Japan. 


But not all nations are eager to see a united economic 
bloc in the region, the six member countries of the 
Association of the Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) are 
concerned with the solidarity of ASEAN should the 
regional body ever get off the drawing board. 


A couple of ASEAN 1. ,\embers expressed their reluctance 
openly when Vice Minister Muraoka toured the region. 


Analysts in Seoul say that Japan’s initiative is designed 
to strategically enhance its position in the region and 
create a permanent economic and trade hegemony. 


Japan is expected to seek the role that the United States 
previously played in this part of the world, while si:aring 
its burden with the newly industrializing Asian countries. 


Japan wants Australia to carry the banner because of the 
predictable negative response stemming from past Jap- 
anese expansionist acts in the region. 


Korea’s Trade-Industry Ministry is preparing for a 
regional conference of trade ministers, possibly in Syd- 
ney or Tokyo in the autumn, that is likely to test the 
waters cn forming the proposed economic group. 


Korea welcomes the body, unless it causes misunderstand- 
ing or becomes a closed economic bloc, and expects it to 
help trade and technology transfer, officials here say. 


Choe Ho-chung Arrives in Hungary 28 March 
LD2803 145889 Budapest MTI in English 
1334 GMT 28 Mar 89 


[Text] Budapest, March 28 (MTI)}—Choe Ho-chung, 
minister of foreign affairs of the Republic of Korea, 
arrived in Hungary on a three-day official visit on 
Tuesday as the guest of Foreign Minister Peter Varkonyi. 


Mr Choe met his host at Budapest’s Ferihegy Airport, 
Han Tak-chae, ambassador of the Republic of Korea to 
Hungary, was also in attendance. 


Received by Foreign Minister 
LD2803204689 Budapest MTI in English 
1919 GMT 28 Mar 89 


[Text] Budapesi, March 28 (MTI)}—The foreign minis- 
ters of Hungary and the Republic of Korea held official 
talks in the Foreign Ministry on Tuesday afternoon. 
Both sides highly evaluated that the first foreign minis- 
terial meeting is held hardly two months after the estab- 
lishment of diplomatic relations. Mr Choe stressed: They 
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would like to create favourable international conditions 
for the unification of the two Koreas with the establish- 
ment of diplomatic relations. He stressed that Seoul 
would like for the development of relations between the 
two countries to serve as an example for the other 
European socialist countries. Mr Choe proposed to con- 
tinue bilateral dialogue at international forums, includ- 
ing the United Nations. 


Hungarian Foreign Minister Peter Varkonyi also 
stressed the interestedness of Hungary in continuing 
high-level dialogue. Minister of Transport, Telecommu- 
nication and Construction Andras Derzsi is scheduled to 
visit Seoul in the second half of the year. Hungary 
proposed to sign an air services agreement in connection 
with the visit. 


Relations show an extensive development, trade turn- 
over a continuous growth, the sides noted. Mr Varkonyi 
presented his negotiating partner with a list and detailed 
information on the Hungarian companies that are ready 
to involve foreign capital. 


The foreign minister of the Republic of Korea highly 
appreciated the economic and political reforms taking 
place in Hungary. Mr Choe invited Mr Varkonyi for an 
official visit to Seoul, which the Hungarian foreign 
minister accepted. 


On Tuesday afternoon, the wife of the Korean foreign 
minister visited the Peto Institute of Budapest, which 
treats handicapped children. Mrs Choe made a donation 
to the institute. 


In the evening, Mr Varkonyi and his wife hosted a gala 
dinner in honour of Mr Choe and his wife, in the Gundel 
restaurant. Official toasts were given at the dinner. 


Meets With Prime Minister 
LD2903124989 Budapest MTI in English 
1005 GS4T 29 Mar 89 


[Text] Budapest, March 29 (MTI)—Miklos Nemeth, 
Hungarian prime minister, met Choe Ho-chung, minis- 
ter of foreign affairs of the Republic of Korea, in 
Budapest on Wednesday. 


During the morning, the guest from Seoul laid a wreath 
on the monument to Hungarian heroes in Heroes 
Square. Then Mr Choe and Hungarian Foreign Minister 
Peter Varkonyi signed an inter-governmental agreement 
on the elimination of double taxation and the prevention 
of the circumvention of taxation, and agreement on 
technical and scientific cooperation, and one on cooper- 
ation between the two foreign ministries. The two for- 
eign ministers exchanged the ratification documents on 
the cultural, scientific, ana educational agreement. 


Following talks at the Foreign Ministry, Mr Choe held a 
30-minute consultation with Miklos Nemeth in the parlia- 
ment building. The Korean guests then left for Kecskemet. 
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Received by Karoly Grosz 
LD3003 103489 Budapest Domestic Service in 
Hungarian 
1000 GMT 30 Mar 89 


[Text] Karoly Grosz, general secretary of the Hungarian 
Socialist Workers Party [MSZMP], has received Choe 
Ho-chung, ROK foreign minister. The head of Seoul’s 
diplomatic service gave Karoly Grosz a letter from South 
Korea’s president in which No Tae-u sent his good 
wishes to the MSZMP general secretary. 


Choe Ho-chung stated that they will be happy to wel- 
come Karoly Grosz to the ROK. The MSZMP general 
secretary accepted this invitation and also added that 
our country will be happy to welcome President No 
Tae-u to Hungary. The South Korean head of state will 
visit Europe in the fall, and at that time may also visit 
Hungary as well. 


Tourism Exchanges With Bloc Increase 
SK300306 1789 Seoul YONHAP in English 0553 GMT 
30 Mar 89 


[Text] Seoul, March 30 (OANA-YONHAP)-—-Seoul’s 
diplomatic efforts to improve ties witi: socialist nations 
have created a surge of tourists. 


There were 3,896 visitors from communist countries in 
the first two months of this year, compared with 1,784 
for the whole of 1987, the Korea National Tourism 
Corp. (KNTC) said Thursday. 


The number of South Koreans traveling to socialist 
nations is also rising, reaching 214 at the end of Febru- 
ary, a 30 percent increase over the corresponding period 
last year. 


The destination most in favor was China, which 
attracted 612 Koreans in 1988, a leap from 356 the 
previous year, while 61 visited the Soviet Union. 


The number of tourist arrivals from communist nations 
skyrocketed to 19,479 last year because of the Seoul 
Olympics, which worked to galvanize the industry, a 
KNTC official said. 


As South Korea’s political and economic ties with social- 
ist countries increase, more tourists wiil travel each way, 
he predicted. 


Invstment Protection Pact Signed With Malaysia 
SK 3003100589 Seoul YONHAP in English 1001 GMT 
30 Mar 89 


[Text] Seoul, March 30 (OQANA-YONHAP)—An invest- 
ment protection agreement that ensures free repatriation 
of profits between South Korea and Malaysia takes effect 
Friday, the Foreign Ministry said Thursday. 
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The two governments initialed the agreement April | 1, 
1988, and informed each other on Tuesday of its coming 
into effect after taking due constitutional steps, the 
ministry said. 


The agreement provides investors of the other nation the 
same economic conditions as given nationals, guarantee- 
ing the remittance of profits from investment, and deals 
with investment disputes under the Washington govern- 
ment [as received] of 1965. 


Speech by KMA Superintendent Assailed 
SK3003012589 Seoul HANGYORE SINMUN in Korean 
26 Mar 89 p 2 


{Editorial: “* ‘Reverie and Illusion’ of the Superintendent 
of the Korean Military Academy (KMA)”] 


[Text] An active high-ranking general is making a sensa- 
tion on the stage of political soldiers, where Kim Yong- 
kap has recently faded away. He is Lieutenant General 
Min Pyong-ton, superintendent of the KMA. On 23 
March, during the commencement and commissioning 
ceremony of the KMA, in front of the president, high- 
ranking commanders of the Armed Forces, foreign dip- 
lomats, and the commander of the U.S. Forces, he 
severely criticized the policies pursued by the current 
regime and stressed the role of the Armed Forces who 
must “settle issues through fighting.” 


Not only the government and the ruling party but also 
the opposition parties have been sensitive to his 
remarks. The people have aiso expressed their great 
interest in his remarks. The portion of his “speech at the 
commencement ceremony,” which has become an issue, 
is as follows: ““A confusion over values, reveries, and 
illusions has taken place in some sectors of our society. 
As a result, something very strange and dangerous is 
taking place in which distinctions over what values must 
be kept and over who is our enemy have sometimes 
become blurred and in which attempts have even been 
made to remove the concept of which country is our ally 
and which country is hostile to us from memory.” 


His criticism may seem to refer to various sectors of 
society. However, it is clear that his criticism targeted 
President No Tae-u and other members of the ruling 
circle who are pushing ahead with the northern policy. 
This is shown in the fact that that the superintendent 
openly committed a “‘discourteous act” against ihe pres- 
ident in the commencement ceremony. We estisnate that 
the discourteous act is a secondary issue in the sensation 
that has been created by the KMA superintendent. This 
issue can be easily settled when the president, who has 
the prerogative of supreme command of the Armed 
Forces, takes disciplinary action. 


Also, when we evaluate this incident, we think that the 
notion that this soldier enjoys the freedom of speech leaves 
no room for discussion. This is because he, too, has the 
right to speak freely as a citizen. What is important is the 
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place he chose in order to exercise his right and the violent 
nature of his remarks. Today’s world is embarking upon 
the road toward avoiding war by all means and achieving 
reconciliation and coexistence, rather than differentiating 
between “hostile countries” and “friendly countries” 
according to the old-fashioned cold-war theory. Our 
masses generally perceive that unless we solve our nation’s 
internal problems from this perspective, we will not be able 
to break down the wall of division. Therefore, the KMA 
superintendent made two mistakes in his diagnosis of the 
present situation. First, he misunderstood the trend of 
world and national history. Second, he superficially eval- 
uated the northern policy, which the current regime could 
not but adopt in the face of the powerful wave of history. 
If he had pointed out contradictions between “theory of a 
need to rise up by ultra-rightists,” which has been vocifer- 
ously advocated, and the northern policy, he would have 
won wholehearted sympathy from the people. 


He also said, “In this situation when politicians cry for 
peaceful reunification, we soldiers must cool headedly 
judge the situation and prepare for war.” What did he 
really mean by this? Did he mean that the theory of 
peaceful reunification advocated by the politicians is a 
false theory that disregards the danger of war? Even 
though this theory calls for achieving peaceful reunifica- 
tion to turn the country into a place where there is no war 
between fellow countrymen, he is stressing only the 
possibility of war. 


Since he made such a criticism based on his “reverie and 
illusion,” the people have been interested in his motive 
and purpose. We hope that such a wrong viewpoint on 
the actual situation of society does not represent the 
military. There may be some high-ranking officers who 
miss the days of the Fifth Republic. However, a large 
majority of the officers and men want the military to be 
democratized in step with the democratization of soci- 
ety. At such a time, the superintendent of the KMA 
made these anachronistic remarks to graduating cadets. 
His reverie and illusion must be only his, and must not 
exercise a bad influence upon the entire military. 


Police Break Up Strike With ‘Little Resistance’ 
SK3003021789 Seoul YONHAP in English 0210 GMT 
30 Mar 89 


[Text] Ulsan, Korea, March 30 (YONHAP)}—A whirl- 
wind raid by more than 9,000 riot policemen put an end 
to the 109-day wildcat strike at Hyundai Heavy Indus- 
tries here Thursday. 


In their 38-minute predawn swoop on the nation’s big- 
gest shipyard, police met little resistance as most workers 
had fled to the company dormitory four hours earlier. 


The police action came as repeated appeals from various 
sectors of society for an end to the strike went unheeded 
by some !,000 militant workers, who staged an around- 
the-clock sit-in protest inside the sprawling compound, 
paralyzing operations. 
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Initial reports said eleven workers were arrested but no 
casualties were reported. 


After the 5 a.m. raid, police deployed some 4,000 troops 
around the dormitory to arrest leaders of the strike, 
which has left 55 workers injured in two bloody clashes 
with anti-union workers. 


Some 200 plainclothes men entered the compound 
Wednesday to survey it prior to the assault, and three 
helicopters helped command the operation and watch 
for fires. 


More than 500 hardline workers had prepared for the 
raid since tuesday, threatening to explode propane gas 
cylinders if police tried to enter the yard. 


The prosecution said those who played a leading role in 
organizing the strike, radicals who resorted to destruc- 
tive activities and union leaders wanted by police will be 
put under arrest on charges of breaking laws covering 
labor disputes. 


Company officials said the strike, which began on Dec. 
12 last year, has cost Hyundai 95.3 billion won (141.2 
million U.S. dollars) as turnover has dropped 454.5 
billion won (673.3 million dollars). 


The prolonged job action left two parts suppliers bank- 
rupt and forced 20 others in Ulsan, an industrial city on 
the southeast coast, to the verge of bankruptcy. 


It also led the company to withhold over 12 billion won 
(1.8 million dollars) in wages for more than 18,000 
workers since last December. 


Hyundai To Resume Normal Operation 
SK3003 122189 Seoul YONHAP in English 1213 GMT 
30 Mar 89 


[Text] Seoul, March 30 (YONHAP)—The strike-plagued 
Hyundai Heavy Industries, South Korea’s leading ship- 
yard, is expected to resume full-fledged normal operation 
soon as police successfully dispersed the strikers in a 
massive pre-dawn land, air and sea operation Thursday. 


Hyundai officials said they would probably be able to 
resume operations at the shipyard’s four plants in a few 
days. They revealed that a total of 12,059 or 66 percent 
of the 19,260 employees showed up for work soon after 
the strike was put to an end in 109 days. 


Field reports said two of the four plants in the shipyard 
resumed normal operation. They added that the other 
two plants are expected to follow suit shortly. 


The shipyard, however, will remain under a tight police 
security for the time being for fear of possible recur- 
rences of wildcat strikes, according to police officers. 
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The tear gas-firing police rounded up a total of 697 
workers in their raids against the workers’ sit-in sites 
inside the yard and then a nearby Hyundai workers’ 
dormitory complex. 


Law-enforcement authorities, meanwhile, have said that 
they will minimize the arrest of the striking workers and 
release all others on written pledges for return to work. 


Weekly Views Interim Presidential Assessment 
SK2703044689 Seoul CHUGAN CHOSUN in Korean 
19 Mar 89 pp 34-37 


{Article by Kim Chin-pae: “Why the Opposition 
Opposes the Interim Assessment: Each of the Kims 
Reacts Differently; Each Fears the Limits of His Power 
Will Be Revealed”) 


[Text] The “Strong Medicine” of Democratization May 
Heal or It May Hurt 


The interim assessment issue seems to fade into and out 
of reality, something which can hurt if administered or 
ignored. But it remains real enough. The interim assess- 
ment not only controls the fate of the No Tae-u govern- 
ment, not only measures the power of the opposition, 
but, as Korea democratizes, the interim assessment 
amounts to a powerful medical prescription, one that 
may cure the patient or kill him. 


Will the government and Democratic Justice Party 
[DJP] really go through with the interim assessment? 
Why have the government and DJP, which were just 
inching along on the issue, suddenly started pushing the 
interim assessment with such strength and confidence? 
What influence will the interim assessment have on the 
political situation? There are many areas of interest. 


Candidate No Tae-u uttered the interim assessment 
pledge at the very last minute during the 1987 presiden- 
tial campaign, but for a year after that the issue was not 
really the complex bone of contention between the 
opposition and government camps it has become today. 
The idea was a vastly simple one. Generally, a listener 
finds it difficult to fathom what politicians really mean 
just by reviewing the statements they make, the words 
they utter, whether in the past or present. If one is to 
make headway in working out a politician’s real mean- 
ing, One must analyze the politician’s original statement, 
the way he phrased it, and the background against which 
he made it. This requires that one accurately determine 
the facts of the situation in which a statement is made. 


In December 1987 candidate No Tae-u was bogged down 
in a tough campaign fight for the presidency. While he 
enjoyed a few distinct strong points, on the other hand he 
was quite unable to shore up his fatal weaknesses. Seen 
from a broad perspective, his strengths were two. No was 
inseparably a product of the so-called ‘“‘Fifth Republic,” 
identified with it to the extent that in the parlance of the 
day he and Chon were invariably mentioned in the same 
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breath, “Chon Tu-hwan and No Tae-u.” In spite of this, 
one of his strengths was that No had also achieved a 
distinct identity through the 29 June resolution as “‘the 
guy with the tough will” who had opened the way for a 
direct election of Korea’s president. No’s second 
strength was that in a presidential contest against all 
three Kims, the splitting of the opposition vote rendered 
a great advantage to the DJP candidate. 


In spite of these strengths, however, No Tae-u the 
presidential candidate understood fully that no matter 
how much he yelled at the crowds on certain vital points, 
they simply would not listen. Politics is not like a pair of 
seamless socks which look the same whether inside out 
or outside in. In politics the inside always looks different 
from the outside. And in politics the proof is always in 
the doing, not in the asserting. 


‘““No Tae-u! No Tae-u!” The overwrought DJP banner- 
bearers chanted his name on the hustings. But what the 
crowd heard was just, “Chon Tu-hwan! Chon Tu-hwan!” 
Nothing is sacred, they say, and even though No Tae-u 
repeatedly insisted to the crowds that he would com- 
pletely liquidate Fifth Republic misdoings, the voters 
were skeptical. They did not believe that as someone 
very akin to Chon Tu-hwan’s alter ego No Tae-u had it in 
him to liquidate the Fifth Republic and push the reforms 
they wanted. 


When No yelled, “Please trust this No Tae-u.” The 
crowd’s response was, ““Why should we trust you? You 
are who you are.” 


One need advance specific evidence to prove that one 
thing is different from another. But to show that one 
thing is the same as another, one need simply describe 
the fact of what is. The voters perceived only that as 
President No Tae-u would continue to act as Chon had 
before him. If No’s politics were to prove different from 
Chon’s, then proof of that would have to come as those 
politics actually unfolded in the future. The proof was in 
the pudding. 


Given that Chon and No shared the same place of birth, 
the same background, the same general officer experi- 
ence, and even that they had seized power together, No 
had to do find a way to be different, and do it on a most 
urgent basis. You are who you are. 


“Chon Tu-hwan for 7 years and No Tae-u for 5? You 
mean keep a murderous government in for 12 years?” 


“You think that’s all? Did you forget the 18 years under 
Pak Chong-hui? Thirty years of military government! 
Thirty years of Kyongsang government!” 
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“What the hell’s No’s direct presidential election state- 
ment, anyway? Slop to calm the hogs? You are who you 
are. Old dead Pak Chong-hui would turn over in his 
grave to hear me Say it, but what it boils down to is that 
Chon and No and Pak are political triplets. All Kyong- 
sang guys.” 


The sarcasm drove home like a crack to the back of the 
head that Chon and No shared a general officer back- 
ground, Kyongsang Province roots, the Kwangju atrocity, 
and were life-long comrades. Indeed, the sworn life-long 
comrades were at the time, respectively, president and 
chairman of the DJP. No claimed the affinity between 
them would end. But the voters didn’t believe him. 


The rule is that politicians’ weapons work only when the 
voters understand what the politicians say. So the 
weapon No came up with went along the lines of, “Trust 
me. You can rejyudge me in | year.” No’s public pledge 
for a so-called interim assessment was like, “You make 
me president for a year, and if I can’t cut it, then fine, 
you zap me with a nonconfidence vote. Just give me a 
year!” It was like, “Try it for a year, and if you don’t like 
it, take it back for a money-back refund.” The voters 
looked at that and decided that a man who could be 
safely in office as president for 5 years but to win votes 
chose to voluntarily say something like, “Just try me out 
for a year’ might just be worth it after all. Not a few 
thought, “Shall we give him a try?” Not a few decided to 
do just that. This is how President No Tae-u put his 
interim assessment pledge to work as a last-minute 
campaign weapon. 


The Three —— Parties Fall Out of Step; the 
DJP Comes Out Strong, Head to Head 


Candidate No Tae-u bore the heavy burden of 30 years 
of military government and 30 years of Kyongsang 
government, running along a line from Pak Chong-hui to 
Chon Tu-hwan and on to himself. The interim assess- 
ment pledge was the only way to alleviate the burden. He 
yelled a hundred times from the stump that he was 
different from the president who had gone before, but 
the voters were filled with doubt and would not believe 
him. His only choice was to provide the voters a choice: 
“Try me for a year. After that, continue to use me if you 
like. And throw me away if you don’t.” It was a desperate 
step, like a boxer hoping to get under the weight limit by 
dancing on the way to the scales. In the same way, 
candidate No announced he was willing to reduce his 
term, as if by doing so he could shave the weight of a 
legacy of 25 years of useless red stain. And he succeeded 
superbly, pounding up the sign board of the Sixth 
Republic amid the honor of being the first president 
freely elected since 1971, the first president freely chosen 
by Korean voters who had reacquired the right to 
directly elect their chief executive after 17 years. 


In reality the pledge for an interim assessment did not find 
support in the Constitution, and since No Tae-u had made 
his pledge without consultations with the political parties 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


Or via an agreement with the people, it was strictly up to 
No Tae-u himself whether or not the interim assessment 
would ever be executed. Strictly speaking, No Tae-u had 
no need to get himself entangled in the actual holding of an 
interim assessment because the opposition parties in gen- 
eral and the government and DJP themselves believed that 
actually following-through on a gamble as dangerous as an 
interim assessment was not all that necessary. They all 
thought that No had no need to put himself through such 
a trying experience. 


What finally stirred the issue up was neither President No 
Tae-u’s public pledge to sit for an interim assessment noz 
the government or DJP’s desire to push for the assessment. 
It was the opposition, particularly the Party for Peace and 
Democracy [PPD], that made it an issue. The government 
and the DJP were dragging their feet in dealing with the 
Kwangju massacre and extirpating the Fifth Republic in 
January 1989. In a sharp policy turn, the PPD took the 
lead in claiming that the interim assessment issue needed 
to be rethought. The PPD was advocating that the No 
government’s intent and ability to extirpate the Fifth 
Republic must be put to a referendum. The DJP responded 
to this attack with consternation. 


The Reunification Democratic Party [RDP] fell in line 
behind the PPD’s initiative, but the New Democratic 
Republican Party [NDRP] remained skeptical. The DJP 
counterattacked, aiming at this crack in the solidarity of 
the opposition parties. National Assemblyman Yi 
Chong-chan, the DJP’s new secretary general, drew his 
sword and surged forward to do battle. The government 
and the DJP convened meetings at every level to analyze 
their options on interim assessment policy, and in the 
end they felt confident they could win. They felt that 
holding an interim assessment would fill a natural obli- 
gation incurred by the president through his public 
pledge. And they thought that the base of support 
President No would gain through a referendum would 
alleviate in a single stroke the political situation that for 
a year had grabbed them by the ankle and turned them 
upside down in a National Assembly dominated by the 
opposition. The DJP was driven by a sense of crisis, a 
feeling that if they did not go through with the interim 
assessment they would simply be unable to get by 
another 4 years of politics like those of 1988. But the 
DJP also felt that a period of nation-wide campaigning 
leading up to a referendum would serve to expose the 
differences among the three Kims. They saw opportunity 
in crisis! It was like a businessman going out to look for 
golden coins on the sidewalk during a depression. 


What possessed the government and DJP to contemplate 
such a thing? They were not content with the braggadocio 
of, “You want to fight? Let’s fight!” but extended it to, 
“Let’s go to the people and see just who has the most 


support.” 


In the first instance, analysts agree that the government 
and DJP had been forced into a state of increased 
internal solidarity by a sense of crisis, a creeping defeat- 
ism. We can understand more clearly their sense of crisis 
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if we view the situation through their eyes. Although they 
commonly speak of democratization and freedom, in 
fact they are accustomed to a political style reminiscent 
of the Yusin system. Thus, they perceive that in the 
present situation the power of the presidency is at best 
merely ornamental. Their sense of solidarity could only 
increase, then, as they perceived that the very foundation 
of the government and its party were besieged, on the 
one hand by the continual shrinkage of the president’s 
power and the power of the military, the police, and the 
intelligence agencies and on the other by the ever-rising 
voices of the workers, farmers, students, and dissidents. 
Few people believe that the Fifth Republic will be 
extirpated by former presidents Chon Tu-hwan and 
Choe Kyu-ha losing face at the National Assembly or by 
legal measures taken against Chong Ho-yong and the five 
others who comprise the so-called Fifth Republic Six. 


Doubtful Whether the Various Groups of the Dissident 
and Opposition Camps Can Speak With One Voice 


The men who used the National Assembly hearings to 
pull up on the reins of Fifth Republic extirpation are 
now the very ones who find their necks on the line and 
their fortunes at risk. They have been forced this way 
and that until the pressure has nudged them toward the 
interim assessment. 


The second point is that negligence and division in the 
Opposition parties triggered a rise in the level of self 
confidence in the government and the ruling DJP. This 
government wants to use the interim assessment as a 
means to submit to the solemn judgment of the Korean 
people. This defines the relationship between the gov- 
ernment and the people. If that is to be the relationship, 
then the position of the opposition parties is also crystal 
clear. Even if we presume that the people may freely 
choose whether to support the government or oppose it, 
nevertheless the natural and logical conclusion must be 
that the opposition parties cannot stand with the govern- 
ment. The opposition parties, after all, competed with 
the DJP for power in the presidential election, and under 
normal circumstances cannot be expected to depart from 
their stance as solemn competitors for power. It is 
somewhat understandable that the government and the 
ruling DJP have tried to avoid the interim assessment, 
but we need to clearly appreciate why it is that the 
Opposition parties have been opposed to keeping the 
interim assessment pledge. The opposition is unlikely to 
encounter another opportunity to conduct so ideal a 
political offensive. If they felt that the interim assess- 
ment was a DJP political maneuver disadvantageous to 
themselves, then they should have emulated the NDRP 
from the first and unstintingly held that the interim 
assessment was unnecessary. No matter what excuse they 
tack onto it, the fact is that while the No Tae-u govern- 
ment is saying to the people, “Hey, weigh me,” the 
Opposition attitude has been “No need to weigh him.” 
This amounts to the opposition recognizing the No 
Tae-u government’s weight before it mounts the scale. 
This is precisely the factor, precisely the kind of division, 
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precisely the kind of opposition negligence that may yet 
let the No Tae-u government off the hook without going 
through with the complex interim assessment process at 
all. The government just might win by default. 


Once into the interim assessment process, “this man, No 
Tae-u’s” alter egos will be travelling around the country 
drumming up trust for “this man, No Tae-u” while the 
frustrated opposition will not have any specific figure to 
support. This is the opposition’s basic vulnerability in 
the interim assessment. Still, the opposition has a mar- 
velous Opportunity to mount a political offensive: “You 
can’t trust that man No Tae-u!” Observers wonder 
whether the opposition today can pull itself together 
sufficiently to conduct a coordinated political battle 
during the interim assessment process. The government 
and DJP comprise a single entity, while by contrast the 
Opposition camp is composed of at least three distinct 
groups and perhaps into a veritable profusion of them: 
dissidents, students, religionists, workers, and peasants. 
Each views the No Tae-u government differently. Some 
who oppose the government hold that the administration 
must step aside immediately, while others believe Pres- 
ident No must serve out his 5-year term. A number of 
such views will compete during the interim assessment, 
with some winning and some losing out. The process will 
be messy. Presently, however, there is no reason to 
expect the various opposition and dissident groups to 
form a joint front. In 1989 the Korean people have 
simply not coalesced around the idea of whether No 
Tae-u should step down like they united around the issue 
of whether to adopt a direct election system in 1987. 
Observers anticipate that the antigovernment camp will 
suffer from disunity. 


Amending the Law on Referenda, Proper for the 
Government To Accommodate Opposition Views 


Third, the clear-cut regional bases of the three opposi- 
tion parties also serve to weaken the opposition in this 
kind of referendum. The government and DJP, of 
course, see the interim assessment as a marvelous oppor- 
tunity to exploit this vulnerability to the maximum 
possible extent. 


The degree to which Kim Tae-chung, Kim Yong-sam, and 
Kim Chong-pil, the leaders of the three opposition parties, 
can maintain the voting rates they won 18 months ago in 
the home areas they dominate will serve as a measure of 
their present political clout. A significant drop in this rate 
could prove fatal. Observers say that when you carefully 
analyze it, the flames of No Tae-u’s vote of confidence can 
easily scorch support levels of the three Kims and deflate 
the popular perception of how well each Kim might fare 
politically in the future. The opposition parties have 
recently veered away from the idea of an interim assess- 
ment not because they fear what the assessment would 
reveal about No Tae-u’s weight but because of the fear 
about what it might reveal about their own. 
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The propriety of the interim assessment is not impaired 
by reciting a list of those who like it or of those who do 
not. A presidential candidate who tells the people that if 
elected he will sit for an interim assessment a year after 
the election cannot afford to appear to ignore that 
pledge. It is for the people themselves to choose whether 
he earns their confidence or not. The sole path remaining 
to the opposition is to mobilize their political assets to 
the maximum to see that the people do not confer their 
confidence on No or to shorten his tenure in office. 


If the No Tae-u government has neither the will nor the 
ability to root out the Fifth Republic as the opposition 
Claims, then the No government will come face to face 
with demands to change its name or hang up a new name 
plate, even for a new republic. And although it is a path 
they themselves do not wish to tread any longer, this 
government will find it unnecessary to continue to bear 
the heavy burden of democratization. In view of the 
Sixth Republic’s performance in the area of political 
administration over these past months, we might well 
wish that the opposition would display an unreserved 
confidence in the government without undertaking 
something as complicated as the interim assessment. 


The No Tae-u government has been unable to properly 
investigate even once a man named Chon Tu-hwan who 
was the president of this country from December 1979 to 
February 1988, a period of 8 years and 3 months. How, 
then, can this government get to the bottom of the 
Kwangju massacre atrocity or Fifth Republic irregulari- 
ties? As it is nobody believes the government on the 
Chon issue, so how can anyone believe the government if 
it orders these two monstrous issues to fall in line? 
Meanwhile, if the opposition thinks that if only a special 
prosecutor could be appointed then the Kwangju massa- 
cre and the Fifth Republic scandals would automatically 
be solved, then the opposition parties are victims of 
fantasy. The abilities of the high and mighty in the 
august, Opposition-dominated National Assembly and 
the effective range of the leaders of the three opposition 
parties were made only too clear as the Assembly hear- 
ings brewed and rebrewed these issues for a second and 
third time. 


The interim assessment must but be the object of close 
negotiation. The government and the DJP firmly clutch 
the handle of the knife of the assessment. And the govern- 
ment and the DJP also have a responsibility to establish 
the conditions and procedures necessary for a fair execu- 
tion of the interim assessment. The National Assembly 
must immediately undertake to make those legislative 
changes necessary to guarantee a period of free campaign- 
ing for and against a referendum issue, a fair casting and 
tabulating of votes, and an expansion of the fraction of the 
population involved in the political process. It does not 
follow that the DJP will automatically lose anything if they 
compromise with the opposition in this process. The trend 
of democracy around the globe is to allow outdoor stump- 
ing rallies and to reduce the voting age from the present 20 
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to 19. If the government camp tries to buck this trend, that 
fact alone must serve as prima facie evidence of opposition 
to democracy. 


The impending interim assessment is not really a mid- 
term test of the No Tae-u government but a final 
examination because our Constitution prohibits him 
from running again for another 5-year term. 


Aftermath Criticized 
SK3003072889 Seoul HANGYORE SINMUN in Korean 
25 Mar 89 p 6 


{Editorial: “‘What Has Followed the Shelving of the 
Midterm Evaluation?—Nothing Can Be _ Resolved 
Through Political Compromise’’} 


[Text] The events that followed the virtual cancellation of 
the midterm evaluation, which those in power had so 
noisily clamored they would push through, are hard to 
understand for people who have reason and common 
sense. At a meeting of the public security-related ministers 
held at Chongwadae, the participants agreed to use M-16’s 
against firebomb throwers, and the prosecutor general 
issued an order to use government power to crack down on 
violators of public security laws who rock the liberal 
democratic system by raiding political parties’ buildings, 
cathedrals, and campuses. The police are reported to have 
decided to ferret out instigators who have infiltrated 
workshops under false identities through “‘a special door- 
to-door search.” 


This series of bone-chilling instructions and threats 
make the military dictatorial rule under the Fifth Repub- 
lic pale into insignificance. It looks as though time is 
reverting to the era of Japanese imperialist rule. This 
barrage of frightening remarks reminds us of the words 
uttered by President No on 20 March when he shelved 
the midterm evaluation indefinitely. “Today, when the 
people feel uneasy about the transitional phenomenon, if 
the whole society and country become extremely chaotic, 
who will suffer the damage from this?” 


Even after he called off the midterm evaluation, the 
chaos and disturbances he was so much concerned about 
have come sooner than expected. In the midst of such a 
rapidly changing situation, we find the attitude the 
political circles have shown in the course of discussing 
the midterm evaluation and the views expressed by the 
political leaders following the indefinite postponement 
of the midterm evaluation to be too excessively self-cen- 
tered and easygoing. In particular, the assertions by some 
politicians that the virtual cancellation of the midterm 
evaluation was a victory for the majority of the people 
who desire social stability and democratization have 
turned out to be wrong. When the governing party and 
government leaked a decision resulting from party-gov- 
ernment consultation to hold the national referendum 
sometime in April while quickly preparing for the mid- 
term evaluation, we made our opinion known on many 
occasions that President No Tae-u should, without fail, 


FBIS-EAS-89-060 
30 March 1989 


ask for a vote of confidence in a national referendum as 
he had earlier promised and that it should be conducted 
only after instituting a device to guarantee fair voting. 
Politicians who feared that those in power would cer- 
tainly emerge victorious from a national referendum 
conducted asking for a vote of confidence in view of 
domestic and foreign precedents as well as the advent of 
ultra right-wing reactionaries made an effort io dispense 
with the midterm evaluation itself through negotiations. 


Although we respect the independent decisions of polit- 
ical parties and groups of politicians, our impression is 
that the extreme right-wing elements’ frantic acts have 
expedited the uneasiness and chaos through their 
behind-the-scenes negotiations and compromise efforts. 


Let us review what has happened during the past few 
days. What has become of the special National Assembly 
committees which were expected to resume following the 
midterm evaluation’s cancellation? The special National 
Assembly hearings on the handling of insolvent business 
firms have been hushed up and even the special National 
Assembly hearings on human rights abuses arranged 
with an eye to unveiling the causes of questionable 
deaths and suppression of religious figures have also 
gone up in thin air. The effort to make former presidents 
Chon Tu-hwan and Choe Kyu-ha testify before the 
National Assembly has become a political ping pong 
game to the point where the people become angry at its 
mention. What has become of the effort to name a special 
prosecutor? The opposition parties have vehemently 
insisted On naming a special prosecutor because they 
believe it is virtually impossible to thoroughly investigate 
the wrongdoings of the Fifth Republic or ferret out and 
punish those chiefly responsible for the Kwangju massacre 
under the present prosecution system. 


The people are probably perplexed. The politicians who 
rejoiced over the indefinite postponement of the midterm 
evaluation on the ground that it had eliminated an extreme 
form of clash are now bickering over the issue of forcing 
Mr Chon Tu-hwan and Mr Choe Kyu-ha to testify before 
the National Assembly in a disgusting manner. Moreover, 
they are now making efforts to force out of the political 
game only a tiny handful of those responsible for the Fifth 
Republic’s wrongdoings and the Kwangju massacre. Now, 
how can this be said to have reflected the so-called victory 
of the majority of the people? 


Today we renew our opinion once again. In order to realize 
genuine democratization and national reunification, it is 
imperative for those involved in politics to advance on a 
highway called truth and if they have to fight against those 
who are in power without public support, then they must 
stand up to them with determination. 


Ata time when a meeting presided over by the president 
decides to shoot at people and the head of National 
Police Headquarters issues a detailed order to imple- 
ment such a decision, not only the opposition parties, 
but also those in a position to lead the people should 
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coldly calculate ways to overcome the antidemocratic 
power. The series of measures taken over the past few 
days that threaten the people and make them uneasy 
alone is more than enough to put the current regime to 
an evaluation. The current regime has stripped itself to 
the bone revealing that it has no correct ideology or faith 
in democratization. 


The northern policy the present regime has noisily 
promoted since last year is a case in point. Only a few 
months before did the government enable Mr Chong 
Chu-yong, the honorary chairman of Hyundai Group, to 
visit North Korea and discuss ways of how to help the 
North and South reconcile and cooperate with each 
other. But the government is now threatening to crack 
down on those who do the same thing on charges of 
benefiting the enemy. How absurd can a government 
become? Can any other government do such things as 
turning its promises and policies upside down in so 
complete a manner? 


It has become clear that the current regime issued a spate 
of promises, promises that are hard to deliver on, not so 
much out of consideration tor the future of the people 
and the country as out of a desire to defend the vested 
interests of a privileged group of people and to stay in 
power indefinitely. 


We repeat our call on the opposition parties. The effort to 
liquidate the Fifth Republic’s wrongdoings and have the 
truth behind the Kwangju massacre unveiled and to pun- 
ish those chiefly responsible for the massacre has only 
begun. Apart from this inevitable task, where else can the 
politicians find the main bone of political contention? Do 
they think that it is possible to democratize the Sixth 
Republic, the de facto continuation of the Fifth Republic, 
by forcing out of politics a few of the people whom the 
opposition parties had branded as the main culprits 
responsible for the wrongdoings of the Fifth Republic? No 
sooner had such a person as Kim Yong-kap, spokesman for 
the extreme right-wing elements gone from public sight 
than more extreme right-wing elements came out into the 
open and uttered words to the effect of regarding the 
people as an enemy. Even after seeing this, are the oppo- 
sition parties determined to cling to behind-the-scenes 
negotiations and political compromises? 


There may be some politicians who believe that those in 
the center of the current power structure utter such 
hard-line words in rapid succession in order to keep the 
more extreme right-wing and fascist forces from under- 
taking more anachronistic acts. i; aever one must 
realize that, in essence, there is not 1 difference 
between these two groups of people. 


For that matter, we are keenly watching the negotiations 
that the opposition parties conduct with the regime to 
see if they are not used as an excuse to isolate and crack 
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down on the dissident movement. The opposition poli- 
ticians are urged to act more fairly by faithfully adhering 
to the principles of democracy and independence, the 
more so at such a time as now. 


Prosecutors Release Dissident Writers 
SK3003011689 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
30 Mar 89 p 3 


[Text] Prosecutors yesterday released from custody five 
prominent literary men who attempted a contact with 
North Korean counterparts early this week to discuss 
inter-Korean exchanges after intensive interrogations. 


Poets Ko Un and Sin Kyong-nim, literary critics Paek 
Nak-chong and Kim Chin-kyong, and novelist Hyon 
Ki-yong were being held on suspicion of violating the 
National Security Law that prohibits unauthorized meet- 
ing or correspondence with North Korea. 


The police had earlier sought arrest warrants for the 
leading members of the Writers Society for National 
Literature as part of the government’s tough policy to curb 
mushrooming pro-Pyongyang or left-leaning elements. 


The police action came after novelist Hwang Sok-yong, 
now visiting North Korea with the Rev. Mun Ik-hwan, 
was learned to have taken up the inter-Korean literary 
conference. 


The probe centered on their possible connection with 
Hwang before his accompanying to Rev. Mun on the 
surprise visit to Pyongyang last Saturday. 


On the judgment that the five writers have leaned too 
much toward Pyongyang in understanding the infra- 
structure of South Korean society, police decided to seek 
their arrest,“ a police spokesman said. 


The five were among the 26 society members who were 
whisked away at Munsan, Paju-kun, Kyonggi-to, on their 
way to the truce village of Panmunjom Monday morning 
to have a preliminary meeting with North Korean writ- 
ers for the projected inter-Korean conference. 


The society, a representative group of dissident writers, 
led by critic Kim Chong-hwan, recently proposed to the 
Central Committee of the North Korean Writers league 
the preliminary meeting for discussion of exchanges of 
writes and their works. 


Korea University Students To Boycott Class 
SK3003011889 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
30 Mar 89 p 3 


[Text] Korea University students decided yesterday to 
reenter a class boycott from today, calling for the imme- 
diate resignation of university President Yi Chun-pom 
and a freeze of tuition. 
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Turning down the school authorities’ suggestion for the 
establishment of a student-faculty committee designed 
to deal with school development projects and budget 
spending, members of the student council said they 
cannot accept the result of the recent election for the top 
university administrator. 


About 2,000 students gathered at the campus plaza 
yesterday in support of the student council’s decision to 
push ahead with their call for Yi’s resignation and 
tuition freeze. 


Parties Prepare for Tonghae City By-Election 
SK3003005689 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
30 Mar 89 pp 2, 5 


[By staff reporter Yi Song-yol] 


[Text] Although rather diluted by the ongoing national 
vortex over the Rev. Mun Ik-hwan’s surprise visit to 
Pyongyang, a fierce interparty battle over a by-election 
for a contested parliamentary seat in the small city of 
Tonghae is looming. 


The by-election in the city with 45,000 eligible voters 
scheduled for April 14 will have an impact more than 
just a single National Assembly seat: Rival political 
parties believe the event is a “‘second interim test” and a 
good measure of popular support for themselves follow- 
ing the controversy surrounding the shelved midterm 
popular appraisal of President No Tae-u’s government. 


So the four parties are on the whole making devoted 
preparations for the soon-to-start campaign in a bid to 
build up their images. 


The by-election must occur as the Supreme Court ruled 
early this month that the parliamentary election in April 
last year in Tonghae city was void as Rep. Hong Hui-pyo 
of the ruling Democratic Justice Party [DJP], who ran in 
the election as an independent candidate, failed to 
submit to the local election management office a letter of 
resignation from the DJP by a set date. Hong, denied a 
DJP ticket, left the ruling party before the election and 
rejoined the party after he won the seat. 


Five candidates are expected to run in the unusual 
by-election, with Hong, now on a DJP ticket, emerging 
as a forerunner. The others are Yi Kwan-h yong, a former 
lawmaker, on the Reunification Democratic party ticket; 
Kim Suk-won, a member of the Party for Peace and 
Democracy [PPD], Yi Hong-sop, affiliated with the New 
Democratic Republican Party; and independent runner 
Chi Il-ung. 


The most ironical aspect of the situation is that Kim 
Hyong-pae, who ran in the last election on a DJP ticket 
and filed a lawsuit complaining the election was void, 
recently declared he would not run in the reelection and 
gave to Hong his local party organization. 
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Last year, Hong garnered 33 percent of eligible votes cast, 
defeating Kim, who got 32 percent, by over 300 votes. 


Shortly after the Supreme Court ruling, the DJP quickly 
kicked off preparations for the by-election, confident the 
contest would be an easy win. 


The ruling party has sent an assisting task force to Hong, 
headed by party deputy secretary-general Kim Chung- 
kwon, and plans to send to Tonghae key party officials and 
many other lawmakers for the campaign looming at hand. 


The Reunification Democratic Party [RDP], regarding 
the event as a “miniature national referendum,” seeks to 
use it as a forum to attack the government and the DJP 
for its failure to keep No’s promise of conducting an 
interim test of public confidence in the government of 
President No Tae-u and for its inability to rapidly 
liquidate the Fifth Republic legacies. 


The RDP has established a headquarters to assist the 
election, headed by party secretary-general So Sok-chae, 
and six assisting task forces, each headed by party vice 
presidents. 


The RDP plans to ignite the campaign fever on Saturday 
when a large campaign team, led by party president Kim 
Yong-sam, marches into Tonghae city to kick off a 
“carpet bombing” campaign. 


The Kangwon Province has traditionally been a pro- 
ruling party region though the RDP garnered in the last 
Assembly election as many as four of the 14 contested 
seats in the province. RDP candidate Yi vows that “this 
time it’s mine,” saying his fialure in the last election was 
because he ran on a PPD ticket. 


The PPD on its party doesn’t seem to harbor much 
expectation of success in the coming by-election, as the 
party knows it is largely unpopular in the Kangwon prov- 
ince. 


The PPD has not a single Assembly seat from Kangwon 
and party leader Kim Tae-chung generated less than |0 
percent of support at the 1987 presidential election. 


But the leading opposition party plans to use the election 
as an occasion to expand support for itself in the province. 


The minor opposition New Democratic Republican 
Party, confident it also has considerable support in the 
region, formed an election team headed by Choe Kwak- 
kyu, party secretary-general, who was elected in a nearby 
city of Kangnung. 
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Think Tank Urges Limit on Wage Increases 
SK3003085989 Seoul YONHAP in English 0801 GMT 
30 Mar 89 


[Text] Seoul, March 30 (YONHAP)—Pay raises must be 
limited to 13-15 percent this year if South Korea is to 
maintain stable economic growth, the Korea Develop- 
ment Institute (KDI) said Thursday. 


A report by the state-run think-tank said the proposed 
wage increase is based on the projected economic growth 
and price increase rates for this year if labor disputes are 
settled. 


Sustaining imports by appreciating the won to ensure 
domestic price stability is inadvisable in the long run 
becaise of rising wages, the report said, urging the 
government to expand spending to avoid another exces- 
sive budget surplus. 


The report said sharp wage increases must be restrained 
especially on service business and in the non-trade 
materials production sector, which have featured slow 
productivity growth rates. 


Recent setbacks in exports and industrial production have 
stemmed in part from structural factors such as a 20 
percent annual wage increase for the past 20 years and the 
Korean currency’s appreciation in recent months, said the 
report on economic trends and business prospects. 


But KDI put major blame for the setbacks on the 
irregular and temporary factors that often appear in 
conjunction with a correction after a long-lived boom. 


The report suggested the won’s appreciation be more 
gently adjusted to protect the nation’s export growth rate. 


The government must take steps to stimulate domestic 
demand to prevent a slump and unemployment if exports 
don’t recover in April and wages rise sharply, it said. 


It urged the government to advance its investment plans, 
to focus on upgrading social infrastructure rather than 
on welfare expenditure for more employment and to 
expand foreign loans to small- and medium-sized export- 
ing companies in order to spur domestic demand. 


KDI forecast 8-9 percent economic growth this year if 
pay raises are held to 13-15 percent and the won’s 
appreciation is limited to 5 percent. 


It expressed fears of stagflation, however, if export 
volume continues to shrink. 
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Ministry Releases Trade Deficit Fi 
SK2903020289 Seoul YONHAP in English 0130 GMT 
29 Mar 89 


[Text] Seoul, March 29 (YONHAP)—The weak trade 
surplus of the first two months has been wiped out by a 
$04.3 million dollar deficit for the first 25 days of March, 
the Trade and Industry Ministry said Wednesday. 


South Korean exports totaled 3.639 billion dollars on a 
customs clearance basis, while imports amounted to 
4.144 billion dollars in the 25-day period. 


In the first two months, the country recorded a 95.4 
million dollar trade surplus, which has now been turned 
into a 408.9 million dollar deficit for the year so far, 
according to ministry data. 
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In addition to structural problems—the won’s continu- 
ing appreciation, wage increases and labor disputes— 
some economists cite the government focus on import 
expansion rather than export promotion as a major 
factor behind the deficit. 


A surplus is not expected for some time because the 
growth rate of import licenses has recently overtaken 
that of letters of credit (L/C). 


Arrivals of letters of credit, which forecast exports two or 
three months ahead, grew 8 percent in March, recovering 
from a 1.4 percent drop in the first two months, while 
issuance of import licenses rose 9.9 percent, following a 
27.8 percent jump in January and February, according to 
ministry figures. 


It is possible that there will be a slight trade surplus for 
March since shipments are usually concentrated at the 
end of each month, but analysts forecast a trade deficit 
for the first quarter if there are no decisive measures 
taken by the government. 
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Health, Education Delegation Departs for PRC 
BK2903 142089 Rangoon Domestic Service in Burmese 
1330 GMT 29 Mar 89 


[Text] A Burmese delegation headed by Dr Pe Thein, 
minister of health and education, left by air for the PRC 
at 1300 today to study health and education programs at 
the invitation of the PRC Ministry of Health. 


The delegation was seen off at the Rangoon airport by 
Major General Phone Myint, m...ister of home and reli- 
gious affairs, and information and culture; Brigadier Gen- 
eral Aung Ye Kyaw, minister of construction and cooper- 
atives; Brig Gen Khin Nyunt, secretary-! of the State Law 
and Order Restoration Council; responsible officials of the 
Ministries of Health, Education, and Foreign Affairs; Mr 
Cheng Ruisheng, Chinese ambassador to Burma; and 
responsible officials from the Chinese Embassy. 


Gen Khin Nyunt on National Situation 
BK2903 124589 Rangoon Domestic Service in Burmese 
1330 GMT 28 Mar 89 


[Text] Brigadier General Khin Nyunt, secretary-! of the 
State Law and Order Restoration Council [SLORC]; Dr 
Pe Thein, minister of health and education; Brig Gen 
Myo Nyunt, commander of the Rangoon Military Com- 
mand; Colonel Tha Htay, commander of the No 3 
Military Region; responsible officials of the Education 
Ministry; rectors; assistant rectors; professors; and asso- 
ciate professors held a meeting at the auditorium of the 
Universities Council at 0915 today. 


First, (U Min Than Thaung), deputy director of the 
Higher Education Department and meeting secretary, 
read out the agenda of the meeting. 


Next, Brig Gen Khin Nyunt, secretary-! of the SLORC, 
delivered a speech. He said, on behalf of the SLORC, he 
would briefly explain the situation in the country. Saying 
his report should be discussed at different levels, Brig 
Gen Khin Nyunt appealed for all-round assistance and 
efforts in the interests of the nation. 


He said: Quite a number of political parties have accused 
the Defense Forces of being power hungry in wresting the 
state power. We are not hungry for power. Defense forces 
are a must for every nation, and it has been the tradition 
for the Defense Forces in Burma to step in to impose 
control whenever the situation deteriorates in the nation. 
The same holds true for the present time. The Defense 
Forces had to step in to take over state power because of 
the worsening situation in the country. The takeover, 
however, is only temporary, and we have neither the desire 
nor the intention to retain state power forever. 
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In many of his speeches and in his meetings with foreign 
dignitaries, the SLORC chairman has repeatedly said 
that we are not hungry for power. We are only ensuring 
stability in the country and laying the foundation for the 
next government to work in an atmosphere of stability. 


Looking back, we see that the incidents started in March 
with the death of student Maung Phone Maw. Following 
his death, the students’ movement gradually grew, and a 
movement started at the Rangoon University beginning 
in June. The Defense Forces were given the charge to 
control the situation under military administration fol- 
lowing [words indistinct]. 


Although it was true that the demonstrations for democ- 
racy started peacefully, they later gradually came under 
the influence of elements at home and abroad. The 
so-called Burma Communist Party [BCP], using its overt 
hardcore cells, politically exploited the situation. Former 
politicians were also seen joining the bandwagon. The 
incidents will go down in history. Exploiting the 
demands for democracy, old politicians and their orga- 
nizations created disturbances to such an extent that 
people started beheading others. According to our Bur- 
mese culture, these deeds were indeed very barbaric. 


We witnessed similar deeds at the time when the BCP 
was based in Pegu Yoma range. We heard about the son 
killing the father and the disciple murdering the teacher. 
Similar events took place in the last incidents, and they 
took place at the instigation of the BCP. There were 
incidents of beheadings, destruction of state mills and 
factories, and lootings. The Institute of Medicine was 
completely looted and destroyed. The Defense Forces 
had to assume control of the state responsibilities on 18 
September under such unavoidable circumstances. 


We have laid down four major tasks. Of these tasks, the 
final one is to hold democratic multiparty general elec- 
tions. To hold the elections, we have already made 
public a draft election law and the elections timetable. 
We have also announced that the elections will be held in 
14 months’ time. However, some political parties are 
accusing us of delaying the elections. Those making the 
accusations can only be politically ignorant. They should 
understand that the Elections Commission has to accom- 
plish 26 phases of work. The time span of 14 months was 
earmarked because of this, and this 14-month period 
itself is only our rough estimate. 


All sorts of accusations were also hurled at us before the 
draft election law was made public. It was said that we 
would create conditions to hurt a certain person or to 
prevent a certain individual from running in the elec- 
tions. The sham accusations were not only made at 
home, they were even sent to foreign news agencies to be 
spread around. When the draft election law was pub- 
lished, it was quite contrary to their accusations and to 
what they had been expecting. We have no intention to 
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hurt anyone, nor do we devote ourselves to a person or 
an idea. We shall only try to make the country better and 
more stable in the period that we are running it. 


Effective April, government workers will be earning 
increased salaries. The salary increases are granted only 
after calculating the budget. Because of our open-door 
economic policy, we have been able to collect funds from 
the newly-introduced taxes and duties. We have set up 
customs points at the border areas and are collecting taxes 
on goods that were previously smuggled across. We have 
legalized what was previously a black market trade. The 
salary increases come from these funds. Still, some politi- 
cal parties remain skeptical, saying the salary increases will 
not be enough to meet the rising commodity prices. 


Everybody knows that we are trying to bring down 
commodity prices, particularly to keep the price of rice 
in check. We have been able to maintain the rice price at 
the current level. At the same time, we have opened 
Defense Forces welfare shops and cooperatives welfare 
shops to alleviate the needs of the people. 


Let me deal with trade now. We are practicing an 
open-door trade policy, and there have been successes in 
the border trade with China. We are also making 
arrangements for similar border trade with Thailand. 
Because of the open-door economic policy, hundreds of 
foreign company representatives are daily requesting for 
visas to visit Burma. 


On the reopening of schools, Brig Gen Khin Nyunt said: 
We understand that it is bad and a loss for the nation to 
keep schools closed for a year. It also hurts the students 
who wish to study. Since it is our wish to reopen schools, 
the Education Ministry has formed bodies at the central, 
state and division, and township levels and has had talks 
with teachers and parents. In these talks, different sug- 
gestions were offered. Some say not to open schools, 
while others say to open schools or open schools with 
restrictions. You, senior teachers, should observe the 
students’ movement on the whole and decide if schools 
should be reopened or not. 


Students constitute a minority among those killed in last 
year’s incidents, while the majority of those killed were 
destructive elements and disturbance makers. Some stu- 
dents fled to the border because of the incidents, and 
some are still there. They have teamed up with the 
insurgents to form student battalions. However, we, like 
true parents, are still inviting these students to come 
back. Some political parties are exploiting the students, 
and we know that they are communicating with them 
through the mail. 


The reopening of schools will depend on the senior 
teachers, the parents, and the students. If all can come to 
an understanding and work for a peaceful situation, then 
the government will reopen the schools. 
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Regarding public service personnel, he said: Public ser- 
vants must abide by rules and regulations. They will 
remain public servants regardless of which government 
is in power. In the same way, the Defense Forces will also 
remain the Defense Forces regardless of the government. 
We will continue to perform our defense and security 
duties, safeguard the sovereignty, and prevent the Union 
and national unity from disintegrating. 


In conclusion, I wish to say that we trust that the teachers 
have been treating students like their own children and 
educating them to become good leaders of the future. In 
the same way the process of learning had been peaceful 
in the past, I wish to urge the teachers to teach some of 
the students, who have yet to understand the truth, and 
to explain to their confused colleagues about our true 
intentions so that schools can reopen. 


Next, Dr Pe Thein, minister of health and education, 
delivered a speech. He said that to be a student means to 
be studying all the time and to study as a habit. It is a loss 
for the education sector to see the students going astray. 
We must foster the art of learning and studying among 
the students again. You, the senior teaching staff, under- 
stand very well the kind of loss that comes with keeping 
the students away from the classrooms. Hence, we must 
strive toward reopening the schools as soon as possible. 


Today, things have changed, and we need to review the 
education system. How we should make the changes 
must be coordinated with the teachers. Hence, please 
relate to the others the explanation given by the secre- 
tary-1 of the State Law and Order Restoration Council. 


for Democracy Alliance Dissolves 
BK2403 102689 Rangoon Domestic Service in Burmese 
1330 GMT 23 Mar 89 


(“Announcement No 246 of the Commission for Holding 
Democratic Multiparty General Elections, dated today”) 


{Text} 1. The Commission for Holding Democratic Mul- 
tiparty General Elections announced in its announce- 
ment No 162 dated 8 December 1988 that the League for 
Democracy Alliance, which has its headquarters at No 
148, Ground Floor, 48th Street, No 10 Ward, Botataung 
Township, Rangoon Division, has been permitted regis- 
tration in accordance with Section Sa of the Political 
parties Registration Law. 


2. All members of the central executive committee of the 
League for Democracy Alliance, including its chairman 
and general secretary, had requested that their party be 
dissolved. This commission hereby announces that in 
accordance with their request, the registration of the 
League for Democracy Alliance has been canceled effec- 
tive 23 March 1989. 
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More Political Parties Issue Programs, Aims 


Chin National Unity Party 
BK2403 120989 Rangoon Domestic Service in Burmese 
1330 GMT 23 Mar 89 


(“Press Release No 110/89 of the Commission for Hold- 
ing Democratic Multiparty General Elections, dated 23 
March 1989—the 2d day of the waning moon of 
Tabaung, 1350 Burmese era”’] 


[Text] |. The following are the extracts of the objectives 
and future programs of the Chin National Unity Party, 
which has registered with the Commission for Holding 
Democratic Multiparty General Elections in accordance 
with the Political Parties Registration Law, and which 
has its headquarters at No 1B, Ashay-myin Ward, Min- 
dat, Chin State. 


2. Aims and Programs: 

A. To practice a genuine and just democratic system to 
build a developed, strong, peaceful, and prosperous 
country. 

B. To strive for cooperation and unity on an equal basis 
among national people and to equally share weal and 
woe for perpeiuation of the state. 

C. To join hands in unity with all fraternal national 
people of the union to destroy inteza2. and external 
enemies to maintain and protect independence. 

D. To sacrifice self-interest and always work in the 
interests of the country and the people. 


Democracy Revival, Development Union 
BK2503091089 Rangoon Domestic Service in Burmese 
1330 GMT 24 Mar 89 


(“Press Release No | 11/89 of the Commission for Hold- 
ing Democratic Multiparty General Elections, dated 24 
March 1989—the 3d day of the waning moon of 
Tabaung, 1350 Burmese era’’] 


[Text] 1. The following are extracts of the objectives and 
future programs of the Union for Revival and Develop- 
ment of Democracy, which has registered with this 
Commission for Holding Democratic Multiparty Gen- 
eral Elections in accordance with the Political Parties 
Registration Law, and which has its head ‘78 at the 
residence of U Bo Kun, Si-pinthaya “ Yesagyo, 
Magwe Division. 


2. Aims: 

A. To work for the attainment of genuine democracy. 
B. To maintain and protect democratic rights so 
attained. 

C. To cooperate for a common undertaking as free 
individuals according to one’s chosen belief within the 
strict framework of prescribed restrictions and one’s 
thinking. 


3. Programs: 
A. To mobilize pro-democracy forces; 
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B. To study and seek new principles regarding relations 
based on independent and equal terms which would 
guarantee national unity in accordance with the chang- 
ing situation. 

C. To undertake to make citizens become those who 
appreciate, understand and correctly use their demo- 
cratic rights. 

D. To always study and seek new situations conducive to 
the eternal vitality of democratic practices. 


National Unity, New Youth Party 
BK2503 105189 Rangoon Domestic Service in Burmese 
1330 GMT 24 Mar 89 


[““Press Release No 112/89 of the Commission for Hold- 
ing Democratic Multiparty General Elections, dated 24 
March 1989—the 3d day of the waning moon of 
Tabaung, 1350 Burmese era’’]} 


[Text] |. The following are extracts of the objectives and 
future programs of the National Unity and New Youth 
Party, which has registered with this Commission for 
Holding Democratic Multiparty General Elections in 
accordance with the Political Parties Registration Law, 
and which has its headquarters at No 949, Shwepyitha 
Street, No 6 East Ward, Thaketa Township, Rangoon 
Division. 


2. Aims: 

A. To establish a developed and democratic state by 
means of the multiparty system with the unity of the 
national people. 

B. To allow all citizens fair and equal rights and privi- 
leges, irrespective of race and religion. 

C. To systematically meet the requirements and requests 
of the national people made through the ages. 

D. To make organizations and parties cooperate and 
work together without bearing grudges against each 
other, for the development and the betterment of the 
country. 

E. To practice a nonaligned foreign policy. 

F. To work for the attainment of full human rights. 


3. Programs: 

A. To strive for the unity of the national people and the 
perpetuation of sovereignty. 

B. To uplift the standard of living and work for equal 
rights for the people irrespective of race, religion, and 
class. 

C. To foster friendly relations with all nations and adopt 
and work for free economic policies. 

D. To establish the pec «'e’s defease forces of an inter- 
national standard, and t) develop the country to become 
a modern military power for internal and external 
defense. 

E. To rehabilitate Burma with foreign aid without strings 
attached so as to make it a modern developed country. 
F. To practice an open-door policy and strive for friendly 
relations with all countries. 
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Unification, Reinforcement Front 
BK2703112889 Rangoon Domestic Service in Burmese 
1330 GMT 25 Mar 89 


(“Press Release No | 13/89 of the Commission for Hold- 
ing Democratic Multiparty General Elections, dated 25 
March 1989—the 4th day of the waning moon of 
Tabaung, 1350 Burmese era’’] 


[Text] 1. The following are the extracts of the objectives 
and future programs of the Unification and Reinforce- 
ment Front, URF, which has registered with this Com- 
mission for Holding Democratic Multiparty General 
Elections in accordance with the Political Parties Regis- 
tration Law, and which has its headquarters at No 93, 
20th Street, between 82d and 83d Streets, Mandalay, 
Mandalay Division. 


2. Aims 

A. To strive for the growth of democracy and for the 
Union to last forever as a democratic nation. 

B. To make the Union into a nation that is of equal 
standing with other world nations. 

C. To keep the Union intact and to establish peace in the 
country. 

D. To work for the emergence of a people’s government 
made up of patriotic leaders who are clean and uphold 
the interests of the nation. 


3. Programs 
A. To strive for the emergence of a disciplined and 


unified democratic force. 

B. To make democratic principles and practices take 
root among the people. 

C. To instill youths with a sense of patriotism, self- 
sacrifice, discipline, and morality, so as to foster among 
the new generation qualified leaders of the future. 

D. To foster scientists and academics who specialize and 
excel in particular subjects of their choice. 

E. To show respect for the cultures, customs, languages, 
and religious faith of national brethren and to cooperate 
with them on the basis of equality for national develop- 
ment. 

F. To work for national economic development through 
a national movement and by rendering assistance to 
individuals and collective groups. 


People’s Revolution Party 
BK2703121389 Rangoon Domestic Service in Burmese 
1330 GMT 25 Mar 89 


[Press Release No 114/89 of the Commission for Hold- 
ing Democratic Multiparty General Elections, dated 25 
March 1989—the 4th day of the waning moon of 
Tabaung, 1350 Burmese era™] 


[Text] 1. The following are extracts of the objectives and 
future programs of the People’s Revolution Party, PRP, 
which has registered with this Commission for Holding 
Democratic Multiparty General Elections in accordance 
with the Political Parties Registration Law, and which 
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has its headquarters at No 155, Myopya Le-Kywung 
Street, No 5 Saikpyo-ye Kyauk-yedwin Ward, Mayaigon 
Township, Rangoon Division. 


2. Aims 
A. To build a democratic nation through federalism. 


B. To transform the Union of Burma from an agricul- 
tural nation into a modern and developed industrial 


nation. 


C. To strive to the utmost through political means to 
achieve internal peace and unity. 


D. To work for equal political, economic, and social 
rights for all the people. 


E. To grant autonomous rule to the states, ensure no 
discrimination exists between them and Burma proper, 
to make them remain part of the Union of Burma 
through weal or woe, and to promote unity among the 
nationalities. 


3. Programs 


A. To practice a federal republic system with a govern- 
ment directly elected by the people, and to permit 
political opposition; and to practice a multiparty system 
that guarantees human rights. 


B. To practice a bicameral system comprising of a 
People’s Assembly and an Assembly of the Nationalities, 
and to elect representatives to those assemblies. 


C. To separate the judicial from the administrative 
processes. The government is to choose the Justice 
Minister and the two assemblies are to approve the 
nominated minister. 


D. To work to eliminate economic exploitation of man 
by man, class by class, and race by race. 


E. To ensure that every citizen has the right to work to 
the best of his ability and to enable him to enjoy the 
benefits according to his labor. 


F. To boost production in the country by introducing an 
economic system that is supported by four pillars—the 
public sector, the private sector, the cooperatives sector, 
and the joint ventures carried out either by the public 
and cooperatives sectors, or the public and private 
sectors, or between private concerns only. 


G. To introduce compulsory national service so that 
foreign forces can be prevented from threatening the 
sovereignty of the Union. 


H. To work for freedom of expression, assembly, associ- 
ation, religious faith, and education, and for the right to 
medical treatment, to work and retire with a pension on 
the basis of the Universal Declaration on Human Rights 
of 10 December 1948. 


I. To practice an education system that promotes even 
and all-round development. 


J. To practice an independent and active foreign policy. 
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Cambodia 


U.S. Congressional Delegation Arrives 
BK3003061589 Phnom Penh Domestic Service 
in Cambodian 0430 GMT 30 Mar 89 


[Text] On the afternoon of 29 March, a U.S. congressional 
delegation led by Stephen Solarz, New York Republican 
senator and vice chairman [title as heard] of the Commit- 
tee on Asia and Pacific, arrived in the People’s Republic of 
Kampuchea on a fact-finding visit to understand the real 
situation of the Cambodian revolution. 


Greeting the delegation at Pochentong airport were Com- 
rade Sisowath Peou Lida, permanent member of the 
National Council of the Kampuchean United Front for 
National Defense and Construction; Comrade Him 
Smoeuk, chief of the Foreign Ministry’s America Depart- 
ment; and many other cadres from the Foreign Ministry. 


Heng Samrin Tours Svay Rieng 22-23 March 
BK2403071189 Phnom Penh Domestic Service 
in Cambodian 0430 GMT 24 Mar 89 


[Station correspondent’s report on activities of General 
Secretary Heng Samrin during 22-23 March visit to Svay 
Rieng Province] 


[Text] In the course of his 22-23 March visit to Svay Rieng 
Province, Comrade Heng Samrin, general secretary of the 
party Central Committee and chairman of the Council of 
State of the People’s Republic of Kampuchea, visited and 
presented gifts to personnel and workers at the fertilizer 
processing factory in the capital of Svay Rieng Province; 
Buddhist followers at Vat Thmei monastery subordinate to 
Chumpu Proeksa Monastery; and families of fallen and 
disabled combatants and workers in Sangkhor commune, 
Svay Teap District, Svay Rieng Province. 


The comrade genera! secretary also met and chatted with 
the core cadres of Svay Rieng Province at the provincial 
conference hall to seek information un the overall devel- 
opment in the province during the past 10 years. 


At the end of his visit, Comrade General Secretary Heng 
Samrin presided over a meeting with cadres, combat- 
ants, and people in Kompong Rou District of Svay Rieng 
Province organized by the provincial and district party 
committees and the Kompong Rou District People’s 
Revolutionary Committee. 


After Comrade (Ouy Than), chairman of the Kompong 
Rou District People’s Revolutionary Committee, read a 
report on the overall development of the district, Com- 
rade General Secretary Heng Samrin made a profoundly 
meaningful address. Our radio would like to present an 
excerpt, as follows: 


[Begin Heng Samrin recording] Under the leadership of 
the party and state authorities of Svay Rieng Province and 
Kompong Rou District, cadres, combatants, and people 
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throughout Kompong Rou District, uniting closely with a 
high spirit of revolutionary awareness and continuing to 
expand the tradition of revolutionary struggle, have strug- 
gled resolutely, while nurturing seething hatred against the 
enemy, to defend, restore, and build their district, thus 
appropriately contributing to the cause of defending and 
rebuilding our Cambodian motherland. 


On behalf of the party, state, and front, and in my own 
name, I sincerely hail and commend the spirit of revo- 
lutionary awareness and all achievements scoied by the 
party committees, state authorities, cadres, combatants, 
and people in Kompong Rou District in particular and in 
Svay Rieng Province in general in the cause of national 
defense and construction in the past 10 years. 


So far, the position of victory and strength of the 
Cambodian revolution is gradually growing firmer both 
along the border and in the interior of the country. The 
situation of the Caridodian revolution is certainly irre- 
versible. Meanwhile, the enemy has suffered serious 
defeats, lost the initiative, and faced total impasse. It has 
no footing inside the country and is gradually losing 
international support. 


The tripartite militant alliance of the reactionary Khmers 
is shattering and splitting seriously despite great efforts to 
heal their rifts. The genocidal Pol Pot clique has been 
condemned and exposed by public opinion both inside and 
outside the country. More than ever before, thousands of 
misled people who have been forced to serve the reaction- 
ary Khmers have repented and returned to live with their 
families and our national society. 


However, our entire party and all our people and Armed 
Forces must always be vigilant against the maneuvers 
and tricks of the enemy because its aspiration is so great 
and its strategic schemes have noi changed. The more 
defeats it suffers, the more cruei {he enemy becomes. 


After the seventh withdrawal of the Vietnamese Army 
volunteers and (?experts), all our work sectors have 
continued functioning. Moreover, our work in various 
fields, such as economic, cultural, educational, health, 
and social, is progressing and becoming a factor to 
ensure [words indistinct]. 


Dear comrades and friends, dear comp2iriots: Building on 
the increasingly stable situation of our revolution, with 
genuine goodwill desiring peace and quick end to the 
misery of our people which has dragged on for a long time, 
and in line with the world situation which is turning from 
confrontation and tension to detente and to the settlement 
of all conflicts through peaceful means, our party and state 
have put forth a policy of national reconciliation. 


Thanks to our correct, just, and flexible stance, thanks to 
the close cooperation with our friends—Vietnam, Laos, 
the Soviet Union, and other fraternal socialist coun- 
tries—and with the support of the peace- and justice- 
loving progressive forces across the world, by now our 
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diplomatic struggle has [words indistinct] on all dialogue 
forums between us and the three Cambodian opposition 
groups. The world and particularly countries in the 
region have increasingly recognized our stability. This 
has contributed to enhancing the PRK’s role and prestige 
in the international arena. 


At present, world public opinion has realized that solu- 
tion to the Cambodian problem must be reached through 
political means. Our PRK is the indispensable core in all 
efforts to seek political solution to the Cambodian prob- 
lem. The PRK is the sole force which is capable of 
checking the return of the genocidal regime. 


The world public opinion has taken full interest in what 
to do to prevent the genocidal Pol Pot regime from 
returning to Cambodia and how to prevent any eventual 
civil war by the Pol Pot-Khmer Rouge after a political 
solution is reached. [applause] [end recording] 


The meeting ended in a joyous and intimate atmosphere 
of high spirit of unity after Comrade (Ouy Than) made a 
pledge to strive to surmount all obstacles and difficulties 
in order to make the district more developed, prosper- 
ous, and stable in all aspects. 


Comrade General Secretary Heng Samrin returned safely 
to Phnom Penh capital on the afternoon of 23 March. 


Ney Pena Addresses Regional Party Congress 
BK2903102589 Phnom Penh Domestic Service 
in Cambodian 0430 GMT 27 Mar 89 


[““Excerpts” of speech by Ney Pena, Political Bureau 
member and chairman of the party Central Committee's 
Propaganda and Education Commission, at 16-19 
March first regional party congress of Pursat Province— 
recorded] 


[Text] First of all, on behalf of the party Central Com- 
mittee’s Political Bureau and in my own name, | would 
like to express warmest satisfaction at being able to 
attend the first regional party congress of Pursat Prov- 
ince. | would like to congratulate all of you for the 
brilliant success of the congress. 


The province’s regional party congress has concluded 
with success, reflecting the firm confidence of the cadres, 
party members, combatants, and people throughout the 
country. I fully agree with the political report, which has 
correctly, realistically, and vividly examined and evalu- 
ated the all-round situation of the province in the past— 
especially since the fifth national party congress. I also 
approve of the major work targets set by the congress to 
be implemented from now on until 1990, as well as the 
report assessing the party committee’s past leadership. 


All the great, brilliant achievements and successes won 
so far by Pursat Province are closely linked to the growth 
and maturity of the real revolutionary forces that, since 
liberation, have been operating in various party chapters 
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and taking deep root in all localities, communes, schools, 
hospitals, and combat units. Gradually, the party com- 
mittees at all levels throughout the province have worked 
to grasp and imbue themselves with the line, principles, 
and policies of the party Central Committee; have skill- 
fully implemented the line, principles, and policies in 
accordance with the specific conditions of each period 
and with the particular local character of the province 
and the mentality and traditions of the people in the 
province; and have functioned as the pace-setting core 
force in leading the cadres, party members, combatants, 
and people all over the province. They have highlighted 
the importance of solidarity and unity regarding party 
line, firmly upheld revolutionary thinking, overcome all 
difficulties, and successfully braved all obstacles to carry 
Out important political tasks, thus bringing rapid 
changes and development to the land and people of 
Pursat Province and making appropriate contributions 
to the common victory of the motherland. 


Dear congress participants: We are extremely proud of 
the rebirth of our people. At present, our Cambodian 
people have become the true masters of the destiny and 
future of their motherland, and the prestige of the new 
regime has soared high on the international stage under 
the leadership of the Kampuchean People’s Revolution- 
ary Party [KPRP]. Since liberation, we have been able to 
set up from scratch a new social infrastructure equipped 
with a revolutionary administration from the central to 
grass-roots levels and with the great masses of the people 
taking part in its defense and reconstruction. What is 
remarkable in all the above-mentioned successes is the 
active participation of the masses of people, especially in 
building the armed forces and the immense material 
bases for national defense. 


To summarize, over the past 10 years the greatest, most 
essential achievement made in national reconstruction 1s 
the fact that we have revived the socioeconomic field 
from the state of complete bankruptcy left behind by the 
genocidal Pol Pot-leng Sary-Khieu Samphan regime. 
From this state, we have advanced to the stage of gradual 
restoration and development, creating a prologue for the 
development of a new regime and the improvement of 
our people’s standard of living. 


We have won successes, though still limited, in our 
diplomatic struggle over the past 10 years. However, 
thanks to the concrete development at home together 
with the many efforts made in the propaganda field to 
win public opinion about realities in Cambodia, to 
expose the enemies, and to attack the international 
reactionaries, the prestige of the KPRP and that of the 
People’s Republic of Kampuchea [PRK] has been 
brought to new heights in the international arena. The 
Cambodian revolution has done its best to contribute to 
the common struggle of humanity, for peace and social 
progress. 


Regarding the current diplomatic front, I would like to 
take this opportunity to draw your attention to the 
following fact: Because of their goodwill for peace and 
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desire to end the sufferings of the Cambodian people 
who have been through many wars and the genocidal 
regime over the past decade, the party and government 
of the PRK have pushed for the policy of national 
reconciliation in search of a reasonable and equitable 
political solution to the Cambodian problem. Neverthe- 
less, | would like to remind you that any Cambodian 
solution under whatever form, in whatever sense, and 
through whatever means, must firmly guarantee and 
safeguard our people’s revolutionary gains and resoiutely 
prevent the return to power of the genocidal regime. 


Of the victories we have won over the past 10 years, we 
can draw important lessons and experiences as follows: 


1. The party leadership is the decisive factor determining 
the victory of the revolution. 

2. The rank of cadres is the key factor that can turn party 
line into reality. 

3. The party’s ideological work must be carried out, and 
educational work plays an important role in blazing 
the trail for all revolutionary movements of the peo- 
ple. 

4. The role of the PRK administration is to control the 
national society in the interest of the people. 

5. The internal unity of the revolution is a factor that 
must be present in order to realize all revolutionary 
tasks. 

6. The revolution is strong if the the base of the revolu- 
tion is strong. 

7. The party must firmly grasp the armed forces in all 
situations and under all circumstances. 

8. It is imperative to link the forces of the nation with the 
forces of the times. 


Dear comrades and friends: The assessment of the major 
achievements over the past more than 10 years has 
clearly shown that all lines and principles of the party, 
especially the strategic common tasks and the three 
revolutionary objectives, are correct according to the 
views of Marxism-Leninism and conform with the spe- 
cific situation and common trend of the present times. 
However, these are merely initial successes compared to 
the noble aspirations of the revolution. 


The years 1989-90 are the closing years of the implemen- 
tation of the fifth party congress resolutions. They are 
years during which the Cambodian revolutionary forces 
themselves must fully take charge of the destiny and 
future of the revolution and nation. They are years 
during which the decisive struggle between us and the 
enemy will proceed in the most arduous and complex 
manner in all fields—political, military, economic, and 
diplomatic—calling for the entire party, people, and 
armed forces to highly uphold the banner of national 
independence and revolution, sharpen their determina- 
tion, and continue to advance vigorously in order to 
bring final victory to the side of the people and the 
revolution. 
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For this reason, in the immediate situation, the whole 
provincial party must pay close attention to the follow- 
ing important issues: 


1. Always be thoroughly imbued with and firmly grasp 
the party line, principles, and policies and the key 
leading thoughts of the party Central Committee of each 
period so as to find wise, creative principles, policies, 
and measures for implementation in accordance with the 
prevailing local conditions. 


2. It is imperative to firmly grasp the localities and 
continue to concentrate leadership on building and 
strengthening the local administration in villages and 
communes by regarding it as the factor of the revolution 
at this new stage. All sectors and levels must increase 
their responsibility in building and strengthening the 
localities. Cadres and party members must go to the 
localities and stay close to the masses, considering the 
localities as the main battlefield in order to temper 
themselves in the concrete revolutionary movements of 
the masses and to expand their ability to lead, advise, 
organize, and promote mass movements and, through 
them, build up the confidence of the masses in the 
leadership of the revolution and new regime. At the same 
time, it is imperative to vigorous! y accelerate the work of 
building the party, strengthening and expanding the 
party, and setting up strong party chapters everywhere— 
especially in the villages, communes, and all types of 
armed units—enabling the party to take deep root 
among the masses of the people by strengthening the role 
of each party member and bringing about new changes in 
each party chapter. 


3. It is imperative to firmly grasp the need to build and 
develop the armed forces so that they mature rapidly; 
have great political quality; and remain resolutely loyal 
to the party, revolution, and people and resolutely 
opposed to the enemy, always deserving to be the instru- 
ment for the party’s proletarian dictatorship under all 
circumstances. 


At the same time, it is imperative to gather an adequate 
number of forces so as to have enough men to frustrate 
all maneuvers of the enemy, preventing him from rearing 
his head again. For the immediate future, it is imperative 
to make contributions so that the regular forces can fill 
up their ranks as required to ensure the defense of the 
motherland’s frontier, always maintain our superior 
position along the border; and create favorable condi- 
tions to continue developing the potential of attacking 
the enemy inside the country. 


4. Get firm hold of the rank of principal cadres by 
building and strengthening the ranks of cadres at all 
levels and in all sectors, for they are the key figures 
determining the success or failure of all revolutionary 
tasks and they contribute to perfecting the line of the 
party. It is imperative to pay continued attention to 
improving and complementing the number of principal 
cadres at various offices in the province, districts, and 
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communes. However, do not just think of their number 
and network alone without considering their quality. 
The important thing is to concentrate on the principal 
cadres of districts. In order to strengthen the district- 
level cadres so that they intensify activities in leading the 
villages and communes concerning the implementation 
of the three revolutionary movements of the masses, 
particularly in the armed forces, it is imperative to pay 
attention to strengthening the commanding officers of B, 
C, and D classes and the political cadres. 


5. It is imperative to firmly grasp the situation and the 
feelings of cadres, party members, combatants, and 
people, especially those of the cadres and party mem- 
bers. Pay attention to instilling revolutionary views and 
thinking in the cadres and people, making them thor- 
oughly understand the situation of the tasks at the new 
stage; clearly see the nature of the revolutionary struggle, 
which is becoming more arduous and complex between 
us and the enemy; make a clear distinction between 
friend and foe; clearly recognize the perfidious nature of 
the enemy maneuvers, especially the genocidal Pol Pot 
criminals; and pledge to resolutely oppose the return to 
Cambodia by the Pol Pot regime under any form. 


6. It is imperative to further pay attention to the socio- 
economic field by vigorously promoting the province’s 
major economic spearheads so that they can grow and 
develop according to the targets set by the central orga- 
nization. Strive to discover and exploit to the maximum 
the five economic components; effectively implement 
the private economy; and effectively implement the 
resolution on the improvement of state economic man- 
agement. Based on the five economic components 
defined by the party and state, it is important to appro- 
priately modify them so that they can be applied cor- 
rectly in conformity with the prevailing conditions of the 
province in order to exploit to the fullest extent all the 
hidden resources of the province. 


7. Hold high the banner of national independence and of 
solidarity and national union under party leadership in 
order to rally the broad forces of all Cambodians both 
inside and outside the country, creating a force that will 
never diminish; whipping up a people’s war; and pro- 
moting the cause of defending the motherland and the 
revolutionary gains and building a new regime that 
advances incessantly. At the same time, it is imperative 
to increase strong and permanent solidarity inside the 
entire regional party, armed forces, and people through- 
out the province on the political line defined by the fifth 
party congress by sincerely pledging to hold aloft the 
banner of great solidarity and national union to realize 
our people’s brilliant cause of revolutionary struggle. 


Dear comrades and friends: The regional party congress 
of your province has proceeded with brilliant success. 
On the basis of the success of the congress, | am most 
confident that the new provincial party committee will 
certainly heighten the sense of mastery and responsibil- 
ity and great determination in leading, advising, and 
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organizing the implementation of the fifth party congress 
resolutions; the resolutions of the fifth, sixth, seventh, 
and eighth party Central Committee sessions; the reso- 
lutions of the forthcoming national cadres meeting; and 
the resolutions of this regional party congress, so that 
they will fully bear fruits and be thoroughly spread 
among the cadres, authorities, mass organizations, party 
members, combatants, and people from provincial down 
to village and commune levels. 


It is imperative to always firmly grasp the line, princi- 
ples, policies, resolutions, and circulars of the Central 
Committee and wisely advise and organize their imple- 
mentation in conformity with the particular conditions 
and special character of the region by strictly respecting 
the principles of democratic centralism, heightening the 
efficiency of collective leadership and individual respon- 
sibility in order to promote party leadership and the 
managing capacity of the administration and to ensure 
the people’s right of collective ownership in the cause of 
national defense and reconstruction. It is imperative to 
enhance solidarity and unity within the party as the 
leading core, and the broad solidarity of the masses 
throughout the province, and mobilize the combined 
forces, combined means, and combined measures to take 
part in implementing and carrying out all tasks. 


DK National Army Chief Son Sen Interviewed 
BK3003032389 (Clandestine) Voice of the National 
Army of Democratic Kampuchea in Cambodian 2315 GMT 
29 Mar 89 


[Part | of “Station representative’s interview with Son 
Sen, minister member of the Coalition Government of 
Democratic Kampuchea’s Coordinating Committee for 
National Defense and commander in chief of the 
National Army of Democratic Kampuchea”—dated 29 
March, read by announcer as questions and answers] 


{Text] [Announcer] Greetings, Your Excellency. As you 
know, the three leaders of Cambodia’s national resis- 
tance forces, namely Samdech Norodom Sihanouk, His 
Excellency Son Sann, and His Excellency Khieu Sam- 
phan, recently issued a joint statement dated 14 March 
1989. What is your comment on this matter? 


[Son Sen] First of all, I would like to thank the represen- 
tative of the radio Voice of the National Army of 
Democratic Kampuchea [VONADK] for this opportu- 
nity. Concerning your question, I would like to tell you 
that, like other cadres of the National Army of Demo- 
cratic Kampuchea [NADK], I am quite pleased to fully 
support the joint statement of the three leaders of 
Cambodia’s national resistance forces dated 14 March. 
This joint statement is in accordance with the aspiration 
of all national resistance forces and of our entire nation, 
and that of all our friends the world over. The !4 March 
joint statement has profound significance for the three 
nationalist forces to unite in the current struggle to 
liberate the nation from the Vietnamese aggressors and 
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has put forward a common political program for Cam- 
bodia following Vietnam’s withdrawal. Thus, the three 
nationalist forces have a firm basis for unity: Samdech 
Norodom Sihanouk’s five-point peace plan, the Coali- 
tion Government of Democratic Kampuchea’s [CGDK] 
modalities for concretely implementing this peace plan, 
and this 14 March joint statement. These three docu- 
ments take into account the interests of the Cambodian 
nation and those of all countries concerned; solve the 
war in Cambodia with Vietnam withdrawing all its 
aggressor troops from Cambodia; guarantee that the 
party of Democratic Kampuchea [DK] does not return 
to power alone or that no one Cambodian party will 
dominate the others; and guarantee that Cambodia will 
become an independent and neutral country with its 
territorial integrity. 


[Announcer] In the 14 March joint statement, a high 
council for national defense was set up with Samdech 
Norodom Sihanouk as chairman. Please express your 
view on this. 


[Son Sen] As a minister member of the Coordinating 
Committee for National Defense and commander in 
chief of the NADK, I am very pleased to fully support 
and assist the setting up of the high council for national 
defense headed by Samdech Norodom Sihanouk. As far 
as I know, the majority of countries in the world have 
this kind of organization in various forms. It is a 
supreme body in charge of national defense. Further- 
more, as ones directly operating on the battlefield, we 
realize the necessity to set up this organization. We are 
very glad that the samdech has agreed to head this high 
council for national defense. Only Vietnam is not happy 
and is angry with the establishment of this high council 
because this does not conform with Vietnam's goal of 
occupying Cambodia forever. 


For its part, Cambodia’s national resistance movement 
has clearly determined that Samdech Norodom Siha- 
nouk is the leader of Cambodia now and in the future 
after Vietnam’s withdrawal. In this position, the sam- 
dech will receive the title of supreme commander of 
Cambodia's national army. 


[Announcer] Please comment on recent cooperative 
activities of the three nationalist forces on the battlefield. 


{Son Sen] I have been constantly in touch with Prince 
Norodom Ranariddh and colleagues from the FUNCIN- 
PEC [National United Front for an Independent, Neutral, 
and Cooperative Cambodia] and the ANS [Sihanoukist 
National Army], and with His Excellency Im Chhudet and 
colleagues from the Khmer People’s National Liberation 
Front of His Excellency Son Sann. There have been either 
two-party or three-party meetings. Through these meet- 
ings, we have strengthened mutual understanding and 
further improved our cooperation. The cooperation 
among the three resistance forces on the battlefield against 
the Vietnamese aggressors has steadily improved as 
reported by our VONADK. 
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Alatas Ready for PLO To Open Embassy 
BK2903071589 Kuala Lumpur BERNAMA in English 
0529 GMT 29 Mar 89 


[Text] Jakarta, March 29 (OANA-BERNAMA)—Indo 
nesia is ready for the Palestinian Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) to inaugurate the opening of its embassy here 
anytime, Foreign Minister Ali Alatas said Tuesday [28 
March] night. 


There is an agreement between the PLO and Indonesia 
for Faruq Qaddumi, who is in charge of PLO political 
affairs and foreign relations, to visit Indonesia soon to 
officially set up diplomatic relations and the PLO’s 
embassy in Jakarta, he said on his return from a three- 
week tour abroad. 


There is also a possibility that PLO Chairman Yasir 
‘Arafat himself might come here and inaugurate the 
opening of the embassy, he said, adding that he and 
Qaddumi had met in Riyadh during the recent Islamic 
foreign ministers conference there. 


“We used the opportunity to discuss matters on the 
establishment of the PLO Embassy in Jakarta as soon as 
possible,” Ali said. In this conjunction, Indonesia would 
help find a suitable location for the embassy and other 
facilities, he added. 


President Suharto announced last December the govern- 
ment’s approval for the setting up of a PLO embassy here. 


Muslim Group Leader Opposes Ties With Israel 
BK2903072589 Jakarta SUARA PEMBARUAN 
in Indonesian 22 Mar 89 p 12 


[Excerpts] Padang, 22 March—Lukman Harun, chair- 
man of Muhammadiyah Central Executive Board 
believes that as long as Israel still occupies the Palestine 
State, it is unnecessary for Indonesia to establish diplo- 
matic relations with that country even though Egypt, 
Israel’s former enemy, has done so. 


Lukman Harun made the remarks to SUARA PEMBA- 
RUAN in Padang Wednesday [22 March] morning when 
he was asked to comment on Defense and Security 
Minister L.B. Murdani’s remarks in his capacity as 
acting foreign minister on the possible establishment of 
diplomatic ties with Israel. [passage omitted] 


According to Lukman Harun, who is also chairman of the 
Committee for the Support of the Palestine Independence 
Struggle, Egypt cannot be equated with Indonesia because 
its Constitution is different from that of Indonesia. He 
noted that Indonesia has no diplomatic relations with 
Israel because the preamble of the 1945 Constitution does 
not justify colonialism on this earth, whereas up to now 
Israel still occupies the Palestinian state. 
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Muhammadiyah believes, he said, thai time has not yet 
come for Indonesia to have ties with Israel if it does not 
recognize the existence of the Palestinian state and 
withdraw its troops from all its occupied territories. 
‘Before these conditions are fulfilled, it is unnecessary to 
have ties with Israel,” he said. 


He added that Indonesia’s decision not to have ties with 
Israel was also based on a historical reason, namely that 
it was the Arab nations, not Israel, which had extended 
support for Indonesia’s independence. He said that 
before establishing ties with Israel, the government must 
consider the attitude of 24 Arab countries, among which 
Egypt is only one of them, as well as the majority of the 
Indonesian people’s attitude toward Israel. 


“Therefore, we must carefully consider the pros and cons 
of establishing diplomatic ties with Israel,” said Lukman 
Harun, concluding his interview. 


Alatas Views Afghanistan, Cambodian Talks 
BK3003095789 Jakarta ANTARA in English 
0922 GMT 30 Mar 89 


[Text] Jakarta, March 30 (QANA-ANTARA)—Foreign 
Minister Ali Alatas stated here Thursday that Indonesia 
remains supporting the struggle of the Afghan [words 
indistinct]. 


“Indonesia a: always been supporting the withdrawal 
of foreign forces .omm Afghanistan and results of the 
Geneva conference on the solution to the Afghan issue,” 
the minister told newsmen after calling on President 
Suharto at Bina Graha Presidential Office here. 


He said that the government has not recognized the 
Afghan provisional government-in-exile formed by the 
mujahidin guerrillas since Indonesia adopts a foreign 
policy principle that tends not to recognize any govern- 
ment-in-exile. 


He also said that the recent ministerial meeting of the 
Organization of Islamic Conferemce (OIC) in Riyadh 
agreed to allow representatives of the Afghan mujahidin 
guerrillas to take the Afghan seat. 


Indonesia, he said, had not been against the consensus 
although it (?had) actively initiated the proposal to the 
acceptance of the Afghan guerrilla representatives. 


Answering a question, Minister Ali Alatas (?added that) 
OIC warmly welcomed the Soviet withdrawal from 
Afghanistan. 


Concerning the Kampuchean issue, Alatas said that 
Indonesia, in carrying Out its task as chairman of the 
Jakarta informal meeting (JIM), will be acting fairly to 
all Kampuchean factions. 
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In the Kampuchean issue, he went on, Indonesia has two 
strategic positions, firstly as a member of ASEAN which 
supports the Coalition Government of Democratic Kam- 
puchea (CGDK) and secondly as chairman of the JIM. 


‘As the chairman of the JIM, Indonesia has always been 
striving to accommodate all different views from the 
four Kampuchean conflicting factions. In this case, Indo- 
nesia has to be fair,”’ Alatas said. 


Speaking on the possible JIM III, the minister said that 
the follow-up of the JIM II could be called as the JIM III. 


However, the minister reminded that all Kampuchean 
factions should maximally use the current momentum for 
an early solution to the protracted Kampuchean conflict. 


“Now the ball is in the four factions’ court. Therefore, 
they should continue the solution process,” he asserted. 


Touching on the process for the resumption of diplo- 
matic relations between Indonesia and the People’s 
Republic of China, Alatas said that the Indonesian 
permanent representative to the United Nations, Nana 
Sutresna, has made contacts with the Chinese represen- 
tative at the UN. Jakarta is still waiting word from New 
York on the progress of the talks. 


“So, wait and see. I will announce the development at an 
appropriate time,”’ Alatas concluded. 


Murdani, UK’s Younger Exchange Views 
BK3003055189 Jakarta ANTARA in English 
0328 GMT 30 Mar 89 


[Text] Jakarta, March 30 (OQANA-ANTARA)—Britain’s 
Defence Secretary George Younger has stated that his 
government will continuously try to maintain coopera- 
tion with the Indonesian Government in the field of 
defence and security, especially those concerning educa- 
tion and training as well as equipment. 


Younger made the statement after paying a courtesy call 
on Indonesian Defence and Security Minister L.B. Mur- 
dani here Wednesday [29 March]. 


The two senior officials also exchanged views on various 
issues including the Southeast Asian regional stability. 


During the meeting, Minister Murdani was accompanied 
by Secretary General of the Defence and Security Min- 
istry Lieutenant General I.B. Sujana, F.M. Parapat, and 
several other officials while Younger was accompanied 
by British Ambassador to Indonesia Kelvin White. 


Secretary Younger is in Indonesia for a four-day visit. He 
arrived here Tuesday afternoon. 


During his stay here he will also pay a courtesy call on 
President Suharto and visit the aircraft manufacturing 
company in Bandung, West Java. 
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The defence secretary is scheduled to depart for his 
country on March 31. 


Suharto Suggests Communist Role in Dam Dispute 
BK2903 133189 Jakarta THE JAKARTA POST 
in English 25 Mar 89 p 1 


[Text] Jakarta (JP)}—President Suharto said in Mrica, 
central Java on Thursday [23 March] that communists 
might have incited the people of Kedung Ombo District in 
the same province to oppose the government plan to 
relocate them in order to pave the way for the construction 
of a U.S. $283-million multipurpose dam in the area. 


Suharto, who was central Java military commander in 
the late 1950’s, said that he knew very well that Kedung 
Ombo used to be a stronghold of the now-defunct 
Indonesian Communist Party (PKI). Former PKI mem- 
bers might have given false information to the villagers, 
encouraging them to oppose the relocation plan. 


These communist activities have caused a lot of suffering 
for the Kedung Ombo people, he said. 


The PKI was banned in 1966 following an abortive coup 
attempt in which six generals were slain. The authorities 
have warned Indonesians that former PKI members 
remain a latent danger to this country. 


The president, in a heart-to-heart dialogue with residents 
of Mrica, where he opened three electric plants on Thurs- 
day, added that the government had never discouraged 
anyone from giving information to villagers, but if intel- 
lectuals, religious scholars, or other groups want to do it to 
Kedung Ombo resideuts, they should not do it in the 
villages at the dam site but at the new resettlement sites. 


Suharto said a national development plan necessarily 
demands sacrifices from the people. 


Some 5,000 families of the district have accepted the 
relocation plan, but 1,200 others which include 3,500 
children have stubbornly refused to leave their villages 
which will soon be inundated by the World Bank- 
financed reservoir. 


Romo Mangunwijaya, a Catholic priest and well-known 
social activist, appealed to the Central Java governor 
recently for permission to help the 3,500 children. How- 
ever, Governor Ismail replied that none of the families 
had been deprived of their basic needs. 


Clauses for Economic Regulation Announced 
BK2503 154489 Jakarta Domestic Service in Indonesian 
1500 GMT 25 Mar 89 


[Text] The government today announced the follow-up 
clauses of the 27 October 1988 Economy Regulation, 
which has been in effect for about 6 months. This was 
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disclosed by Finance Minister Sumarlin in the presence 
of Central Bank Governor Adrianus Mooy after they 
went to see President Suharto at the Merdeka Palace in 
Jakarta today. 


The finance minister said necessary follow-up actions were 
needed to complement and facilitate the implementation 
of the 27 October 1988 Economic Regulation, which was 
Originally aimed at mobilizing public funds and improving 
the services of financial institutions, especially banks, as 
well as boosting non-oil commodity exports. 


Laos 


Japanese Deputy Foreign Minister Arrives 
BK2903042589 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 
1200 GMT 28 Mar 89 


[Text] To promote and expand the friendly relations 
between Laos and Japan, Takamori Makino, deputy 
minister in charge of the parliamentary affairs of the 
Foreign Ministry of Japan, and his delegation arrived in 
Vientiane this morning for an official visit to the Lao 
People’s Democratic Republic [LPDR] as guests of the 
Lao Foreign Affairs Ministry. 


During the visit, the Japanese deputy foreign minister 
and his delegation are scheduled to meet and pay cour- 
tesy calls on many high-ranking leaders of the LPDR 
Government to exchange views on Lao-Japanese rela- 
tions and cooperation as well as on other issues of 
common interest. 


The Japanese deputy minister and delegation will also visit 
various Lao-Japanese cooperation projects and view the 
projects which will be built in Vientiane Municipality. 


28 More Refugees Return From Thai Camp 
BK2903111489 Vientiane KPL in English 0920 GMT 
29 Mar 89 


[Text] Vientiane, March 29 (OANA-KPL)—28 Lao ref- 
ugees from Napho refugee camp in Nakhon Phanom, 
Thailand out of the total 76 repatriates returned home 
yesterday afternoon. 


This is the 40th batch of voluntary repatriation of Lao 
refugees since 1980 and the second in 1989. 


The rest will arrive here today. 

The hand-over ceremony was witnessed by the Lao and 
Thai authorities and the representative of the UNHCR 
[UN High Commissioner for Refugees] in Laos. 


The Lao authority has facilitated them in returning to their 
home town to embark on new life as common Lao citizens. 
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Women’s Delegations Leave for France, Thailand 
BK3003 103589 Vientiane KPL in English 0906 GMT 
30 Mar 89 


[Text] Vientiane, March 30 (KPL)—A delegation of the 
Lao Women’s Union [LWU] led by its standing commit- 
tee’s member Mrs. Khemphet Phonsena left here for 
France on March 28 at the invitation of the French 
ambassador to Laos. 


The visit is aimed at exchanging cultural relations 
between women and peoples of the two countries. 


Meanwhile, another delegation of the LWU led by its 
member of the executive committee Mrs. Somphan left 
here for Bangkok to attend a seminar on Asian women’s 
problems. 


Vietnamese Consulate Opened in Champassak 
BK2903112089 Vientiane KPL in English 0913 GMT 
29 Mar 89 


[Text] Vientiane, March 29 (KPL)—First Deputy Foreign 
Minister Thongsavat Khaikhamphithoun received here 
yesterday the accreditation letter of Mr Ngo Tan, Vietnam- 
ese consul in the southern province of Champassak. 


This is the second Vietnamese consulate opened in Laos. 
The first one is in Savannakhet. 


Council Reportedly To Amend Investment Code 
BK2503020989 Bangkok THE NATION in English 
25 Mar 89 p 3 


{By Tom Nagorski in Vientiane] 


[Text] The Lao government plans to amend an investment 
code enacted last year, a senior official said yesterday. 


Sompadit Volasan said a “decree” to be issued soon 
would attempt to correct problems of inefficiency and 
corruption which he admitted had arisen since the liberal 
code was approved in March 1988. The decree is being 
drafted by the Lao Council of Ministers and will be 
published in state newspapers, he said. 


“Since the publication of this investment code we have 
seen that there were several deficiencies,” said Sompa- 
dit, who is deputy minister of commerce and interna- 
tional economic relations. 


The current code is widely credited with bringing Thai 
and other foreign investors to Laos to take advantage of 
relaxed rules for taxation and foreign ownership, as well 
as Laos’ national resources. 


Sompadit said the investment code had drawn US$40 
million from 68 business ventures, although 27 of these 
were still pending Lao authorization. 
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Among the projects, he said, are Thai proposals for 
logging, tourism, and banking ventures. He said four 
Thai companies had recently requested permissions to 
build hotels in Vientiane, Luang Prabang, Savannaket, 
and Pakse. 


He said estimates on construction cost are being analyzed 
but added, “‘if it serves tourism, it will b> authorized.” 


Sompadit said the new decree would establish a body 
responsible for current investments, facilitate business 
travels to Laos, and insure that profits realized in joint 
ventures be shared fairly by outside investors. 


The investors have reportedly complained that con- 
tracted deliveries have not been made, and that early 
profits have not always reached the investment firms. 


Analysts have also raised possible future problems, given 
primitive infrastructure and the lack of educated or 
experience business partners here. 


Sompadit insisted that there are no ideological conflicts 
in the “state capitalism” which Laos has chosen to 
follow. He said fears of inflation and unemployment, 
which have surfaced in reforming socialist countries 
such as the Soviet Union, were unfounded here. 


He gave the 1988 inflation at 8-10 per cent and said 
unemployment was non-existent despite the streamlin- 
ing of several state industries. 


“Those people can get jobs easily in other places,”’ he said. 
Philippines 


Withdrawal of Armitage’s Nomination Welcomed 
HK2903060189 Manila BUSINESS WORLD in English 
29 Mar 89 p 12 


[By Jose Ebro] 


[Text] Department of Foreign Affairs [DFA] officials 
expressed relief over news that Richard Armitage’s nom- 
ination as U.S. assistant secretary of state for East Asian 
and Pacific affairs had been withdrawn recently. 


“While we still do not have enough information upon 
which to base an assessment of the new assistant secre- 
tary, Richard Solomon, we're happy a state department 
type is taking the post,” a DFA official said. 


Mr. Armitage raised hackles locally when he warned, 
“The Philippines must think long and hard about what 
its security and economic posture will be if it tries to 
exact too high a price for the retention of U.S. access to 
its bases after the current bases agreement expires in 
1991," in a speech during the National Defense Univer- 
sity Symposium in Honolulu early this month. 
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According to a diplomatic source, Mr. Armitage, who 
was formerly assistant secretary of defense for interna- 
tional security affairs, had accepted the “job at the 
Department of State only because he felt he could not 
work under John Tower, who had been named secretary 
of defense.” 


Now that Mr. Tower’s nomination had been torpedoed 
by the U.S. Senate, “Mr. Armitage will be going for the 
spot of Secretary of the Navy,” the BUSINESS WORLD 
source said. 


Paranoia 


A DFA official commented on the fact that Mr. Armit- 
age had worn a bullet-proof vest during a previous visit 
to Manila. While that ““may have seemed a reasonable 
precaution to take for the Americans, it indicated to 
Filipinos a sense of paranoia,” an Asian diplomat 
observed. 


“Of course, in everybody’s mind is the omnipresent 
bases issue. As Secretary of the Navy, you can be sure 
that Mr. Armitage will not do anything to hinder its 
operational capability,” another DFA official hinted. 


A Western diplomat said while the Philippines had no 
viable bases conversion plan, “the Americans don’t have 
a viable bases transfer plan themselves, which should 
make the new negotiations very interesting.” 


Note Consistent 


Despite U.S. warnings of a pullout should the Philip- 
pines expect higher compensation for the bases, DFA 
officials feel that such a move would not be “consistent 
with all these warnings of a Soviet military build-up in 
the Asia-Pacific.” 


In his speech, Mr. Armitage said despite Soviet Premier 
Mikhail Gorbachev's “new thinking,” the Soviet Union 
has “‘shown no signs of lifting the shadow of intimidation 
it has cast upon the Asian community for many years.” 
The U.S. would not abandon its military commitments 
and investments in the Pacific Rim, he said. 


In an article published by the U.S. Department of 
Defense, Admiral Ronald Hayes pointed out a “flurry of 
high-level visits (by the Soviets) throughout the Pacific 
area has resulted in new ties and economic inroads into 
the South Pacific, where the USSR has previously shown 
little interest.” 


“While telling the nations of the region what they want 
to hear by professing anti-nuclear sentiments, they are 
getting their foot in the door by offering trade and 
cultural exchanges with many Pacific nations. If we are 
to believe history, we should be concerned that these 
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agreements can lead to increasing access or basing rights 
in new areas from which the Soviets can further their 
power-projection capabilities and threaten U.S. inter- 
ests,” Adm. Hayes warned. 


Aquino Says Bases, Aid Plan Separate Issues 
HK3003094789 Manila Manila Broadcasting 
Company DZRH in Tagalog 0800 GMT 30 Mar 89 


[Text] President Corazon Aquino said that the military 
bases and the Philippine Aid Plan are being treated as two 
separate issues. However, she does not know if the United 
States would treat them in the same way. She admitted that 
she has no control on the way the Bush administration will 
handle these matters. According to her, a bipartisan group 
in the U.S. Congress initiated the aid plan and she believes 
that they will carry out the proposal. 


[Begin Aquino recording in English] We will treat it 
separately. Now I don’t know from their side how they 
will do it. I have no control. 


It was initiated by the United States and principally by four 
members of Congress, and it was a bipartisan initial sup- 
port. So I imagine that seeing as they initiaied this them- 
selves, they will pursue it, plus which it has received very 
good support from other governments. [end recording] 


Australian Official Predicts Aid Will Increase 
HK2803075189 Manila BUSINESS WORLD in English 
28 Mar 89 p 1 


[By reporter Jose G. Ebro] 


[Text] Taking note of an Australian parliamentary rec- 
ommendation for an increase in Australian overseas 
development assistance, a local foreign affairs official is 
optimistic more ODA [Official Development Assistance] 
may be coming this way. 


Last March 9, Australia’s parliamentary subcommittee 
on foreign affairs, defense and trade recommended that 
by 1992, “aid should once again stand at 0.5 percent of 
GNP.” The present level is 0.36 percent. 


Higher Profile 


“Australia wants a higher profile in this region, in more 
benign terms,” a diplomat observed. 


According to an Australian Embassy release last week, 
the parliamentary subcommittee was concerned that 
cuts in Australia’s aid program had damaged its reputa- 
tion among developing countries. 


“Increases in aid are needed to permit expansion of the 
program in ways which express Australian humanitarian 
concerns and meet our own needs,” the subcommittee 
pointed out. 
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“As with the Japanese, the Australians feel that regional 
stability is dependent on economic viability,” the BUSI- 
NESS WORLD source said. 


Criterion 


The Australian parliamentary subcommittee urged that 
such assistance be increased or decreased according to 
individual recipient countries’ observance of human 


rights. 


The naming of former envoy to the Philippines, John 
Holloway, as deputy director-general of the Australian 
International Development Assistance Bureau is seen as 
a favorable development with respect to ODA for the 
country. “He'll be in a position to influence policy our 
way,” the DFA official, noted. 


Availment 


The official found “nothing to complain about in the 
way Australian ODA has been coming in. Their assis- 
tance in the form of grants and levels has been consis- 
tently increasing.” 


During his visit last January, Foreign Minister Gareth 
Evans noted that since 1986, Australian assistance has 
“grown by over 60 percent.” 


Current levels for fiscal year 1988 to 1989 total U.S. 
$26.72 million up from the 1987 to 1988 availment of 
U.S. $24.4 million. 


With Australian assistance oriented towards providing 
more of an impact at the grassroots and the inclusion of 
non-government organizations (NGOs) in project imple- 
mentation, Australian Embassy officials proudly point 
out that none of their assistance funds is tied up in the 


“pipeline.” 


USSR To Buy 100,000 Tonnes ~f Coconut Oil 
HK2703041789 Manila BUSINESS STAR in English 
27 Mar 89 pp I, 3 


{By Sem H. Cordial] 


[Text] The Soviet Union has agreed to buy 100,000 
metric tons of the country’s coconut oil for $54.2 mil- 
lion, Opening a ripe alternative to the increasingly hostile 
American market. 


Philippine Coconut Authority (PCA) Chairman Jose V. 
Romero Jr. reported over the weekend that the deal 
forms part of the trade agreement signed by Trade 
Secretary Jose Concepcion Jr, and his counterpart in 
Moscow last week. Concepcion led a Philippine trade 
delegation to the Soviet capital. 
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Romero said the initial commitment made by the Rus- 
sians represents about 50 percent of their true potential. 
Quoting Russian officials, Romero said the USSR could 
absorb up to 200,000 metric tons of the commodity. 


Financial constraints, or the lack of foreign exchange 
reserves, limited the volume of the initial transaction. 


Romero said, however, that countertrade as well as 
financial intermediation could provide solutions to these 
barriers and further expand the largely untapped market. 


For financial intermediation, Romero is eyeing the trad- 
ing facilities at Rotterdam, the Netherlands. In an earlier 
interview, he said that the country can comfortably 
re-align its exports to the U.S. should this market—now 
the country’s biggest—totally reject coconut oil as a 
saturated fat. 


The East European bloc, composed of countries aligned 
with the USSR, could absorb the whole U.S. displace- 
ment, Romero claimed. While these countries are scarce 
in foreign exchange, Romero said, arrangements with 
Rotterdam-based middlemen, which maintain large 
depots and hold access to the socialist markets, may 
provide the solutions. 


If successfully tapped, local traders could further expand 
the USSR market which still remains largely untapped. As 
of March this year, for instance, the USSR had imported 
only 20,000 metric tons, valued at about $10.8 million. 


Development of the Russian and socialist markets has 
been intensified amid threats from both the U.S and 
European Community (EC) markets. 


In the former, the protectionist campaign launched by 
the American Soybean Association (ASA) has gained 
headway and has now been taken up by the consumers, 
notably by the National Heart Savers Association. As a 
result of this campaign, big firms like Procter & Gamble, 
Kellog and others have shifted away from coconut oil. 
While the campaign stresses the ill-effects of coconut oil 
as a food additive, some firms using the commodity for 
non-edible purposes have been halting orders. 


Locally, food exporters have been reportedly advised by 
their American buyers to look for alternatives to coconut 
oil. 


De Villa, Maceda Discuss Current Issues 
HK3003070389 Quezon City GMA 7 Radio-Television 
Arts Network in Tagalog 1430 GMT 29 Mar 89 


[Straight From the Shoulder” TV program hosted by 
Luis Beltran, with panelists Armed Forces Chief of Staff 
General Renato de Villa and Senator Ernes:> Maceda, 


‘on the topics of Armed Forces equipment, the Espinosa 


assassination, rebel candidates in the barangay polls, 
land reform, corn importations, and Commission on 
Elections’ projections on voter turn-out—recorded— 
slantlines denote passages in English.) 


[Excerpts] /The first item on our “Column of the Air” 
tonight is what appears to be a confusing policy, as far as 
communists are concerned, with respect to the current 
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administration. Last Monday President Aquino issued a 
statement to the effect that communist barangay candi- 
dates who were elected can serve as barangay officials. 
This was followed, last Tuesday, by an invitation from 
the government for the communists who are interested 
to join the government. The two statements undoubtedly 
will confuse a lot of people, particularly soldiers in the 
Armed Forces. Has the bill outlawing the Communist 
Party been repealed, perhaps by some secret midnight 
decree? Nobody knows for sure. The offshoot of the 
whole thing is particularly to be felt at the barangay level. 
What does a soldier do when he confronts, for example 
in an operation, a barangay official who may be a 
member of the Communist Party in that particular 
barangay where the operation is taking place? Is he going 
to salute or shoot? That is an interesting question that is 
going to come up in his mind. Why is the president 
inviting Communists to join the government, when the 
Communist Party is outlawed? The whole thing may be 
a matter of miscommunication. It is almost unbelievable 
to think that members of an outlawed political party are 
going to be allowed to serve as government officials and 
join the government civil service as civil servants. Per- 
haps a clarification is in order. The latest clarification 
from Malacanang was that the administration is not 
going to enter into a coalition with the communists. 
When you start talking in terms of coalitions, you’re 
talking about a group that is almost as strong as the 
government. This is being belied by Defense Department 
officials who say the communists do not have this kind 
of stature in the community. Perhaps what is needed 
here is a joint study or statement on how to treat the 
Communist Party, from the executive as well as the 
legislative. [passage omitted] 


Today is the 20th anniversary of the founding of the New 
People’s Army by Jose Maria Sison and Bernabe 
Buscayno, and according to its present leadership they 
are going to take over the country in 10 years. That’s one 
of the things we will discuss on tonight’s program. 


[passage omitted] 


The Defense Department has been given a budget of 22 
billion [no currency given] for this year, and yet we keep 
hearing about planes crashlanding because of malfunc- 
tioning radio equipment. How is it we can’t seem to 
improve or modernize our Armed Forces?/ 


[Maceda] / Well, it seems to me that here we are talking 
priorities. That’s precisely one of the debates going on 
between us in the Senate, especially in the budgetary 
hearings, and the Defense Department and the AFP 
[Armed Forces of the Philippines], which was high- 
lighted by the purchase of the S-211 jet planes. We 
understand from their viewpoint that they wanted to 
modernize the Air Force; we felt that the $73 million for 
the 18 jet planes could be used for other priorities. That's 
about P [pesos] |.4 billion. 


Over the weekend I was in Dankalan, Negros Occidental, 
and proceeded to the 35th Infantry in Dinaig, and then 
to the 6th Infantry Battalion. Before that, I was in Pangil, 
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Laguna, with the 63d, just after General de Villa visited 
them also. And I was unhappy to again hear—and | 
would like to report this again to Rene here—that in 
these three places the question of boots was again 
brought up./ 


[Beltran] /This is in Laguna?/ 


[Maceda] /Right. I’ve always maintained that I’d rather we 
had bought 17 S-211’s and used $3 million to order 
100,000 U.S. boots so that this problem of boots is solved 
once and for all, at least the immediate problem. As I said, 
it’s a matter of priorities, of perception. I’m really no 
expert as Secretary Ramos or Gen de Villa are, but I’ve 
been moving around the country so much that I’m just 
reflecting most of the time what I hear in the field./ 


[Beltran] /So you're saying we're buying jet planes 
instead of boots, and the soldiers are.../ 


[Maceda, interrupting] /More than that. Every year there 
is about $4.5 to $5 million allocated for the repair of a 
big boat, called a patrolcraft escort. With that I also 
disagree. I think the Navy now—and they’re reorienting 
to it—needs smaller craft, like motorized bancas [native 
outrigger boats]. I heard—maybe Renato can confirm 
this—that there has been a request to buy some tanks. 
Now if it is true that the U.S. wants to send us the big 
M-60 tanks, I cannot see how we can use those tanks in 
the [word indistinct] area of Negros Occidental or in the 
Bondoc Peninsula. [passage omitted] 


/This is what I mean, that whether it is civilian or 
military, there is no singlemindedness of purpose that 
everything we do—money and effort—must be first 
anti-insurgency related. It’s good to have a modernized 
Air Force, but I was saying that we should have helicop- 
ters first./ 


[Beltran] Gen de Villa, why are we buying jet planes 
while the soldiers in the field need radios and boots as 
they slog in the mud, short of firearms. Why does it seem 
like our priorities are skewed? 


[De Villa] It isn’t really true that our priorities are wrong, 
Louie, because /we are really a multi-service Armed 
Forces./ Our priority is still the individual soldier, the 
foot soldier. As for the boots, /we all know that the 
locally produced boots are much inferior to the U.S. 
boots. But by July we will be able to produce local 
high-quality combat boots.// 


[Beltran] /On the priority in the purchase of materials, 
for example. The Philippine Air Force wants trainer jets, 
the Philippine Navy wants sophisticated patrol crafts, 
the Philippine Army just wants boots—and maybe they 
want the M-60 tanks. Who decides on this? Isn’t there a 
central group?/ Our problem is that if we chase the NPA 
[New Peoples Army]—all of whom are just wearing 
rubber shoes—how can we chase them? /Who decides on 
things like that?/ 


FBIS-EAS-89-060 
30 March 1989 


[De Villa] /We have in the Armed Forces a weapons 
board that decides both the short-term, medium-term 
and long-term requirements of the Armed Forces in 
terms of weaponry and equipment. But may | assure the 
Senator and everybody concerned that we are not really 
buying big (?ticket) items like tanks. What we are going 
to do is repair the armored personnel carrier that we 
used in 1975 at a much lesser cost so that this can be 
utilized, and preserve the life-span of this equipment. 
Insofar as the individual soldier is concerned, our num- 
ber one priority is always the combat clothing and 
equipment of the individual soldier. But the Armed 
Forces is a system, it cannot all be foot soldiers. We have 
to have support equipment. In the Navy, we have a 
patrol craft [word indistinct]. This is a very small craft, 
manned by only a few personnel. This is a 77-footer 
metal patrol craft; we are ordering only | 1, but these will 
run for 7 years. Now the big (?ticket) ships are all tied up 
in Sangley Point because we cannot make them run 
anymore. On the other hand, we also want to rehabilitate 
or refit the Navy's transport ships—the LST’s—so that 
we Can move our troops around the country./ 


[Beltran] /Is this what the president was talking about, 
that we need more money for the Armed Forces?/ 


[De Villa] /Well, I do feel that we need more money if we 
have to make a quicker effort in solving our counterin- 
surgency problem at least on the side of the military, 
because in terms of our national budget, we are at 7.3 


percent right now./ [passage omitted] 


[Beltran] /Your direction right now as chief of staff is to 
try to bring more benefits down to the soldiers. What 
about arms? You know, I think it was Senator Maceda 
who said he had to ask for 140 M-14’s for some detach- 
ment in Bulacan because they didn’t have any arms./ 


{De Villa] /That was not really a failure in the sense of a 
lack of firearms, it was a failure in the sense of the 
firearms not being forwarded to the unit right away when 
the deficiency was noted. But insofar as armaments are 
concerned, we have adequate armaments./ 


[De Villa] /Our main thrust now is to give more benefits 
to the soldiers, like subsistence allowances, and their 
quarters allowance needs to be improved. We are 
upgrading their health care in terms of hospitalization 


support, etc./ [passage omitted] 


[Beltran] /General, we have a very interesting caller here. 
According to our people, they have verified that it is 
really him because he has a single-sideband connection 
with a radio station in Quezon, and he is on the line. I'm 
talking about Ka [Comrade] Roger, the NPA com- 
mander who took some of your soldiers hostage. I think 
he wants to ask you some questions. Would you be 
willing to hear some questions from him?/ 


[De Villa] /Maybe he is interested in joining the 
program?/ 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


[Beltran] [Laughs] Perhaps he wants to surrender. He can 
hear us because the Channel 7 beam reaches all the way 
up to there. Hello? 


[Voice] Hello? 
[Roger] This is Ka Roger. 


[Beltran] We have verified that you are on a single 
sideband there in Quezon. 


[Roger] Roger, roger, we hear you. We are listening to 
your radio program, Mr Beltran. 


[Beltran] Okay, what do you want to ask Gen De Villa 
and Senator Maceda? Have you any comments to make? 
Gen De Villa joked that you might want to join the 


amnesty program. 


[Roger] We just want to greet all of your audience and 
our comrades around the country, to all those fighting in 
the New People’s Army, on this our 20th anniversary of 
the founding of the New People’s Army. 


[Beltran] Now watch it, Gen De Villa might lock me up 
because you are using my program to send your greet- 
ings. Have you any questions? 


[Roger] This is all we want to know: Why does the AFP 
{Armed Forces of the Philippines] have such a large 
deployment of soldiers here in Quezon and Laguna? For 
example, here in both provinces there are seven infantry 
battalions of the Army, two companies of Scout Rangers, 
and 10 PC [Philippine Constabulary] companies, while 
the NPA over here—according to General Gallido—is 
very weak and unable to fight. My second question is: 
Why are the CAFGU [Civilian Armed Forces Geograph- 
ical Units] elements, especially here in the Bondoc 
Peninsula, engaging in hold-ups and robberies, while 
around the Lopez and Buenavista areas the NPA fami- 
lies are being threatened, their lands and carabaos con- 
fiscated, their wives abducted—all of which is what is 
causing the flood of evacuees here. [words indistinct] 
How can we negotiate on the freeing of the five prisoners 
of war? Those are our only two questions, perhaps Gen 
de Villa and Senator Maceda can answer them. 


[Beltran] Okay. Gen De Villa? 


[De Villa] Louie, to say there are seven battalions in 
Laguna is wrong and a lie. Perhaps he does not know 
how to count. There are two battalions in Laguna, the 
16th and 63d Infantry Battalion. The Rangers are there, 
but not in Laguna. This is what we say: If the NPA do not 
make trouble and do not commit atrocities in a province, 
we will not deploy army forces. If the police can handle 
peace-and-order problems, the police will take care of 
things. However if the NPA make trouble, it is the 
military’s duty to stop them. That is why we have 
deployed troops in Quezon. As for the CAFGU, as you 
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know the CPP-NPA [Communist Party of the Philip- 
pines-New People’s Army] and the NDF [National Dem- 
ocratic Front], as shown in confiscated documents, have 
a@ program to ruin the CAFGU in the people's eyes. | 
think that if some of them make misiakes, we will 
investigate and punish the erring CAFGU members 
because what we want is peace in the country and 
pre’ ‘ction for the citizens. All I can say is that the NPA 
seems terrified of the CAFGU. 


[Maceda] As far as I know, there are not seven battalions 
in that area; there are two in Laguna and three in 
Quezon. But I would like to say that if there are indeed 
five battalions there, /in effect that is a tribute to the 
strength of Ka Roger and company because, according to 
my latest chart here, Quezon is number 6 in the enemy 
strength of NPA regulars. The estimated number of NPA 
regulars in the Quezon area is 657, and next to Negros 
Occidental and Northern Samar and Camarines Sur and 
Cagayan, Quezon is one of the five bigger problems./ | 
also confirmed during my visit, where I learned from 
General Cardones and Lieutenant Coronel. that the ones 
whom the NPA are pointing fingers at are the CAFGU’s. 


{Maceda] /Now, I look at that from a different stand- 
point. I raised this already during the hearings, that if the 
CAFGU is not sufficiently trained and organized, they 
will be sitting ducks for the Agaw Armas [Arms Grab- 
bing] and other operations by the NPA./ That is why my 
stand—which Gen de Villa and Secretary Ramos know 
about—s that /I would like to have more regular soldiers 
rather than CAFGU'’s. In fact, | was saying if the choice 
is between 80,000 CAFGUs and 15,000 regular sol- 
diers—let’s say that is the balancing of the appropria- 
tions involved—I would rather have the 15,000 regular 
soldiers, with the further proviso that I hope most of 
them will be Rangers or Marines./ 


[Beltran] Okay, Ka Roger, did you hear that? 


[Roger] Yes, sir. I just want to add something more on 
the CAFGU. Gen de Villa says there are just a few of 
them. If he wants my people to show him, I can accom- 
pany him to visit the thousands of victims of CAFGU 
abuses and civilian volunteers and the Solo brothers. 
There are very many in Mulanay. Last night in Sariyaya, 
a CAFGU man and a Scout Ranger were messing about 
in a small town; and the other night, in Lucena City there 
was a shoot-out between the police and the Army. They 
said it was over some carnappers, but it turned out that 
those killed were Army men. All I can say is: let us count 
all the violent incidents here in Quezon and Laguna, and 
let us see which are those done by NPA and which 
involve the military. 


[Beltran] All those incidents, it seems, have been reported 
by ordinary citizens, some of whom have informed the 
Quezon mayor. The Armed Forces could also say that 
there have been no complaints, which is why they don't 
know about it. Have they been protesting? 
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[Roger] Everday they make announcements over the 
radio here in Lucena City. For sure, even Gen Galido, 
Gen Dizon, Colonel (Juico), and all the military and 
generals who are in here in the Southern Luzon Com- 
mand, know about all this. 


[Maceda] /Okay, Louie, I think I could be a more 
objective witness here because, of course, Gen De Villa 
in a sense is biased in favor of his CAFGU and the 
military./ What I have seen is that the CAFGU—which 
was just set up around October, November, December— 
/mostly don't have firearms yet, much less have they 
been paid their allowances./ And I have seen children as 
fresh recruits mainly. /I don’t think that they have 
reached that point in their service—the maturity or the 
length of service/—to make them engage in abuses. 
Probably what Ka Roger is saying involves the former 
CHDF [Civilian Home Defense Forces]. /Maybe that’s 
correct. But as far as the new CAFGU trainees are 
concerned, they are still trainees. They are not really 
even operational yet. Most of them are within the 
battalion headquarters or the camp headquarters. One 
problem is that for every company of CAFGU, you need 
one officer and about 10 enlisted men to supervise 
them./ They lack this, because if you remove them from 
the fighting battalions, then the battalions experience 
problems. This is why I told Gen de Villa that in the next 
budget, what the Philippine Army is asking for in terms 
of 4,000 additional officers and men should be granted 
so that the CAFGU is well supervised and well moni- 
tored. 


[Beltran] Can I ask you, K.a Roger, how the barangay 
election went in your area. Were many officials with the 
CPP-NPA elected? 


[Roger] In those barrios in which we had a hold, whoever 
won, even with no bribes, were those chosen by the 
barno people. So whichever party was concerned, those 
who won were the ones chosen by the barangay folk. 


[Beltran] We are flooded with questions from callers. 
People are impressed by the fact that Ka Roger was able 
to call up a radio station which patched the call here to 
us. From Pio Moran of Taal, Batangas: /How can we beat 
the CPP-NPA when they have better communications 
systems than the Armed Forces? Do they have a better 
communications system than the Armed Forces?/ 


[De Villa} /1 don’t think that is true. We still have a 
better communications system./ They have just been 
able to get to us here because there are people helping 
them out. 


[Maceda] /If | may add something to that: I will agree 
with Gen de Villa as a general rule. But there are areas— 
and I came across this in Cagayan, with Colonel [name 
indistinct}—where they claim that the CPP-NPA, 
because of the logging contributors, have Icoms for all of 
their patrols. And at this point in time, the Armed Forces 
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of the Philippines has not given the go-signal to buy 
Icoms but are still waiting for the newly developed 
handsets that (?Betronics) is making./ 


[Beltran] Is that true? 


[De Villa] //Well, | have authorized, for the information 
of the Senator, on the request of some area commanders, 
and especially the Army through General Adalem—we 
have authorized utilization, as a stopgap measure, 
because we cannot wait for the commercial radio./ 
[sentence as heard] 


[Beltran] We can’t finish the discussion because the 
program is ending. Thank you, Gen De Villa and Sen 
Maceda, for coming. 


Senator Comments on Increased Militm y Budget 
HK2703033389 Quezon City Radyo ng Bayan 
in Tagalog 0200 GMT 27 Mar 89 


[Text] Senator Ernesto Maceda has confirmed that the 
budget of the Armed Forces of the Philippines [AFP] will 
increase by P [pesos] 1.5 million in 1990. According to 
Maceda this will be despite the fact that Congress cannot 
provide new funds. He said the AFP budget increase will 
be covered by the $75 million in additional military 
assistance embodied in the Republic of the Philippines- 
U.S. Military Agreement. Maceda added that the AFP 
would have sufficient funds if it allocate) its budget 
properly. 


MNLF Chief Threatens M Action 
HK2803064789 Manila PHILIPPINE DAILY 
GLOBE in English 28 Mar 89 p 7 


[By staff writer Julius Fortuna] 


[Text] Muslim leader Nur Misuari has informed the 
Organization of the Islamic Conference [OIC] [ICO— 
Islamic Conference Organization] that secessionist guer- 
rillas will start military operations against the govern- 
ment once Congress passes the Organic Act. 


A 30-page memorandum to the Quadn partite Commis- 
sion of the OIC obtained by the GLOBE yesterday 
quoted Misuari as saying that “once the draft Organic 
Act is passed into law, the MNLF [Moro National 
Liberation Front] mujahideen will have no other option 
but to fall back on its last recourse, namely, armed Jihad 
fisabilillab (war in defense of Islam.)” 


The armed struggle, Misuari said, shall be “the principal 
method in pursuing their sacred cause to its logical 
conclusion.” 


Congress has passed on second reading the Organic Act 
which grants autonomy for Mindanao provinces domi- 
nated by Muslims. 
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The MNLF, however, claims the proposed law violates 
the terms of the Tripoli Agreement which grants the 
MNLF equal status in working out autonomy for 13 
southern provinces. 


The OIC, the main backer of the Muslim guerrillas, also 
opposes the Organic Act, and has expressed “deep 
regrets” over the government's inability to implement 
the 1976 agreement. 


Misuari told the OIC that the “prolonged procrastination 
on the implementation of the Tripoli Agreement has taken 
its toll on the morale and perseverance of our people,” and 
noted the “nervousness among our leaders.” 


“Even when the prospect for MNLF membership was so 
bright in the Amman conference, we dutifully agreed to 
give the Philippine government the last chance to prove 
its credibility,” Misuari said. 


He doubts that the Aquino government will implement 
the Tripoli Agreement “for as long as the 1987 Consti- 
tution exists in its present form and the pressure groups 
continue to wield such enormous influence.” 


The MNLF leader also warned the OIC about the 
emergence of the Christian-dominated Mindanao Inde- 
pendence Movement (MIM) which might seize the ini- 
tiative in securing independence for Mindanao. 


“Although the MIM is now sympathetic to the MNLF 
cause, it can pre-ernpt the leadership for the liberation 
and independence of Mindanao once it gets external 
support,” Misuari said. 


The MIM is a separatist group headed by former Caga- 
yan de Oro Mayor Reuben Canoy. It has sent a letter to 
the OIC this month urging the OIC to admit the MNLF 
as a regular member. 


In his paper, Misuari said that the MNLF struggle for 
independence has the support of the National Demo- 
cratic Front, Communist Party of the Philippines, and 
its military arm, the New People’s Army. 


Thailand 


‘Hot Line’ Leak Investigation Discussed 
BK 3003071789 Bangkok MATICHON in Thai 
29 Mar 89 p 8 


[Editorial: “The Effects of the Hot Line Issue on the 
Foreign Ministry] 


[Text] Prime Minister General Chatchai Chunhawan’s 
instructions for an investigation into the source of the 
leak of the confidential message from U.S. President 
George Bush rejecting establishment of a direct link— 
mistakenly called a hot line—between the White House 
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and the Prime Minister’s Office is being carried out with 
gusto. Last week several Special Branch officials went to 
the Foreign Ministry to question two senior officials. 


Although the result of the investigation has not been 
made public and the Foreign Ministry Information 
Department has explained that the policemen merely 
requested certain information, Foreign Minister Air 
Chief Marshal Sitthi Sawetsila’s reaction of “I felt a bit 
hurt” shows his displeasure with the action that was 
initiated by the Prime Minister's Office. 


There had been reports of conflicts between the Foreign 
Ministry and the Prime Minister's Office, more specifi- 
cally between Foreign Ministry officials and the prime 
minister's advisory team. The former felt that the latter 
had been abusing its authority. The supervising officials 
of both sides have denied the existence of such a conflict. 
But facts are facts, and this fact surfaced when Deputy 
Prime Minister Phong Sarasin vigorously criticized the 
role of the advisory team, leading the prime minister to 
order curtailment of the team’s role. 


It is to be expected that the Special Branch investigation 
of senior Foreign Ministry officials would cause resent- 
ment among other ministry officials because it consti- 
tutes an insult and disgrace which tarnishes the image of 
the Foreign Ministry in the eyes of other countries 
beyond easy repair. Moreover, there is no guarantee that 
the investigation will uncover who leaked the confiden- 
tial document to the press; the investigation could only 
be self defeating. 


Our broad-minded view is that it is not at all necessary 
for the prime minister to order the investigation, consid- 
ering that he already is being praised by the people in 
general for his democratic leadership, energetic person- 
ality, decisiveness, and compassion for people suffering 
from poverty or lack of social justice. 


To receive respect and acknowledgement of the people as 
being a good model, the government or prime minister in 
the democratic system must be sincere and always real- 
ize that the people are the true masters of the country 
who have the right to be informed of the government's 
actions, good or bad, and to make criticism. As govern- 
ment leader, the prime minister should be able to toler- 
ate such critics and should not show his dissatisfaction 
by ordering investigation into the sources of the leak, as 
is the current case. 


ASEAN ‘Cornerstone’ of Foreign Policy 
BK2603021289 Bangkok THE NATION in English 
26 Mar 89 p 2 


[Text] Foreign Minister ACM [Air Chief Marshal] Sitthi 
Sawetsila told an academic conference in Bangkok yes- 
terday that ASEAN will continue to be “the cornerstone” 
of Thai foreign policy. 
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“I wish to re:ffirm categorically that ASEAN has been 
and will continue 10 be the cornerstone of our foreign 
policy,” he declared in a prepared speech at the opening 
of the conference. 


The two-day conference was organized by the Institute of 
East Asian Studies of Thammasat University. 


Sitthi emphasized this point in the wake of the recent 
espousal by senior army leaders of the Suwannaphum 
(Golden Land) concept of turning Thailand into an 
economic and political centre of mainland Southeast 
Asia and befriending Burma and Irdochina. 


Academics tend to blame the slow-moving intra-ASEAN 
economic cooperation on a “lack of political will.” But 
Sitthi believes “it is time for us to stop bemoaning the 
lack of political will.” 


“I believe that we should allow maximum freedom for 
the private sectors of ASEAN to cooperate with one 
another. They, not an abstract political will, wi)! provide 
the necessary dynamism to move ASEAN economic 
cooperation forward,” he said. 


On ASEAN’s relations with the US, Sitthi noted that the 
US has long been one of the most important trading 
partners of ASEAN, and “shall continue to be so in the 
foreseeable future, despite all the present difficulties.” 


ASEAN, Japan and the US are tied together by the security 
interdependence, Sitthi said, adding that, “while depen- 
dency characterizes the relationship between the econo- 
mies of ASEAN and those of Japan and the US, interde- 
pendence ciiaracterizes their security relationship.” 


He sees a need for the US military in the Philippines to 
“continue to retain its utility in the maintenance of a 
configuration of power that is most conducive to the 
security and stability” of the free and market-economy 
countries such as ASEAN 


There is, however, a consensus in ASEAN that Japan’s 
possible remilitarization is undesirable, he said. 


On the much-talked about idea of a new Asian-Pacific 
framework for regional economic cooperation, Sitthi put 
forth three points that he said should be taken into 
consideration: 


First, ASEAN should play “a central and useful role” in 
any eventual cooperation that may take place. 


Second, ASEAN, the US, Japan and other Pacific dia- 
logue partners have already had a useful mechanism of 
ASEAN-Pacific Cooperation (APC) within the Post- 
Ministerial Conference format. 


And third, “a degree of looseness and informality in 
structure” may be advisable in view of the present reality. 
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Article Comments on Policy Toward Burma 
BK2603110089 Bangkok THE NATION in English 
26 Mar 89 pp 6, 7 


[Article by Withit Mantaphon, associate professor of law 
at Chulalongkon University: “Is Burma’s Decline and 
Fall Irreversible?”’} 


[Excerpts] How tragic to witness the progression of events 
in Burma in 1988 and 1989! How the people have suffered! 
The saga is compounded by the shameful attitude of some 
of Burma’s immediate neighbours and those beyond, 
cloaked behind such excuses as “economic interests” and 
“strategic reasons.”” The human sacrifices continue in the 
face of such blatant callousness. [passage omitted] 


Until recently, as a reaction against the oppressive 
polices of the military regime, the international commu- 
nity adopted a policy of economic sanction against 
Burma by blocking economic aid. However, Japan seems 
to have broken rank by unblocking outstanding eco- 
nomic aid in the past few weeks. This is significant 
because together with West Germany, Japan is Burma’s 
greatest trading partner. No prizes for guessing whether 
economic interests are now creeping in. 


The stance of neighbouring Thailand has proved to be 
anomalous, partly no doubt because of the vagaries of 
foreign policy-making. On November 22, 1988, Thai- 
land made a rare declaration granting temporary refuge 
to the influx of Burmese escaping from the uprising. 
However, there seems to have been a volte-face as a 
result of General Chawalit’s visit to Rangoon on Decem- 
ber 14, 1988. The Burmese regime received him as “the 
first dignitary to visit us” and the cordial relations 
established led to a change of policy towards refugees. 
The Thai side would thus promote “voluntary repatria- 
tion,” coupled with the calls for Burmese refugees to 
return home, to lay down arms and to assist in the 
country’s national reconciliation. The crackdown on 
Burmese refugees thus started in late December, and a 
number were repatriated. 


The volte-face turned out to have negative conse- 
quences, in particular concerning the repatriation pro- 
gramme. There were claims that the repatriation was not 
voluntary, but forced. On return to Burma, there were 
also allegations of torture and diappearances of return- 
ees, thereby highlighting the lack of safe guarantees for 
return. The situation was not helped by the absence of 
proper international monitoring to see how the returnees 
would reintegrate and if they would be persecuted by the 
regime in power. 


The bad press ensuing from such programme prompted 
Thailand to slow down the repatriation process, and it 
seemed for a time that in practice, those Burmese 
refugees remaining in Thailand would be allowed to 
continue their stay until the conditions at home were to 
return to normal. Yet, this impression has been shattered 
in the past few days due to two factors. 
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First, there is now a move to recognize the military 
regime under Saw Maung as the legitimate government, 
at least in fact (de facto recognition). 


Second, there are indications to close the refugee centre, 
at least at Mae Sot, and to return the refugees, mainly 
students, to the Burmese authorities, even against their 
will. These factors pinpoint a stricter policy concerning 
asylum, i.e. closed door to refugees from Burma. 


No doubt this is facilitated by the entente cordiale 
between the military authorities on both sides of the 
fence. The Burmese regime is also making the proposi- 
tion more attractive by granting logging and fishing 
concessions to Thailand. 


The Burmese question is all the more dramatic because 
we have not sufficiently clarified our position towards 
the following challenges: 


—Democracy. Do we really wish to see a military regime 
in Burma? Should there be election? Any fears of 
election rigging? Currently, the idea of a general elec- 
tion is in the air, and there is a draft election law which 
has appeared. It calls for a multi-party system, and 
universal suffrage for those who are over 21. 


However, the restrictions under such law are interesting 
and imply that the democracy may not be full-fiedged. 
For example, the law bars from participating in the 
election “citizens who are entitled to the rights and 
privileges of a subject or citizen of a foreign country.” 
This constrains the potential candidacy of one of the 
leaders of the opposition, Aung San Suu Kyi, daughter of 
a Burmese national hero, currently married to a for- 
eigner. One may also wonder whether the military 
authorities will allow other practices necessary for elec- 
tions in the pursuit of democracy, e.g. freedom of expres- 
sion, association and campaigning. 


—Human rights. There has been an array of reports 
concerning human rights violations in Burma. Tor- 
ture, disappearances, shooting of unarmed civilians, 
persecution. The list is endless. The question is now 
being taken up by the United Nations and one should 
not be surprised to see petitions being lodged to the 
United Nations Commission on Human Rights. 


The general disapproval of the human rights record of 
the Burmese authorities enhances the need for sanction 
against the regime that fails to respect human rights. On 
the Thai front, one should also be careful not to adopt a 
callous approach towards Burmese refugees. Sending 
those students back to face persecution is tantamount to 
violation of human rights, and it will not be appreciated 
internationally. 


—Strategic concerns. One of the elements shaping the 
current Thai relationship with the Burmese authori- 
ties is that of national security. This interplays with 
the fact that there have been on Thailand’s borders 
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with Burma for many years ethnic groups, such as the 
Karens, fighting against the Rangoon regime, in the 
quest for self-determination. 


Thailand has adopted a “turn-a-blind-eye” policy 
toward these groups, while trying to keep on friendly 
terms with the Rangoon regime. It has also kept a low 
profile on this issue by not internationalizing it openly, 
as manifested by its unwillingness to have international 
humanitarian agencies on the Thai-Burmese frontier to 
provide relief aid. 


The situation is now more complicated because many of 
the Burmese students who have fled from Rangoon are 
joining ranks with some of the ethnic groups which are a 
thorn in the side of the Rangoon regime to fight against 
the latter. 


The strategic argument against tolerance towards these 
groups is that it may jeopardize Thailand’s relations with 
the Burmese authorities. On the other hand, one should 
not disregard the fact that they are fighting for self- 
determination against a regime that has until now 
smothered hopes of democracy. 


—Economic interests. The race to parley with the 
Rangoon regime concerning economic interests is on. 
The Japanese are already there, while the Thais are 
also being lured into the process, partly propelled by 
its inclusion of Burma in the Suwannaphum [Golden 
Land] pandora’s box, i.e. the regional El Dorado. No 
doubt that approach is willing to trade Burmese lives, 
human rights and democracy for commercial rewards. 
What if that economic wzad turns out to be a satanic 
curse? 


—Recognition issue. Necc ’e recognize the current 
military regime as the legitimate government of 
Burma? Some “yeahs” are creaking through some dry 
governmental throats in this region, oiled by economic 
interests. What of a negative neigh from some neigh- 
bours? All that glitters is not ... For the sake of the 
Burmese people. [sentence as published] 


—Unified national approach. Do we have one entity or 
several entities laying down the rules for negotiating 
with Burma? If several, do their raisons d’etre con- 
verge ‘ ° diverge? If there is a divergence, the difficulty 
in consolidating a national position towards the mili- 
tary regime in Burma should be obvious. The personal 
predilections of those disparate entities may merely 
offer an impotent national approach, far from being 
unified. 


—International solidarity. The international community 
needs to take a common approach towards Burma, 
and there should be no breaking of ranks. Regional 
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organizations, such as ASEAN, are part of this per- 
spective. We should do all we can communally to 
support the efforts of the Burmese people in their call 
for democracy, self-determination and respect for 
basic human rights. 


Two ramifications are particularly pertinent. First, 
humane treatment of Burmese refugees. If they have 
sought refuge in neighbouring countries or those beyond, 
and fear persecution on return to their country of origin, 
they should not be sent back against their will. If they 
choose to repatriate voluntarily, there should be interna- 
tional monitoring of the repatriation process to ensure 
that it is voluntary and that the repatriants are not 
persecuted on arrival in the home country. (Alas, there 
was no such monitoring in relation to repatriation from 
Thailand in December 1988-January 1989). Preferably 
the United Nations should be involved in the monitoring 
mechanism to safeguard against abuses. 


Second, the relation to the possible election in Burma, 
the international community should send independent 
observer team(s) to evaluate the electoral process and 
check against election rigging. If the Burmese authorities 
are really sincere about promoting democracy, they have 
no reason to fear from such evaluation. It has been done 
before in many countries, including Thailand, South 
Korea and the Philippines in recent years. 


If we are unable to respond effectively to these chal- 
lenges, victory will be in sight for political ineptitude and 
moral turpitude. Is Burma’s decline and fall irreversible? 


It depends upon whether our commitment to Burmese 
democracy is submersible. 


First Legal Timber Deal With PRK Begins 
BK2603084189 Bangkok THE NATION in English 
26 Mar 89 p 1 


[By Naowarat Suksamran] 


[Excerpts] Trat—A shipment of logs worth 3 million baht 
from Kampuchea arrived here Friday night [24 March] in 
the first legal deal with provincial authorities of the 
Vietnam-backed People’s Republic of Kampuchea (PRK). 


Thanit Traiwut, a Trat MP of the Prachachon Party and 
owner of Po Phaibun Sawmill here, told THE NATION 
his firm took delivery of the 1,147 cubic metres of 
hardwood logs in Khlong Yai District last night. He said 
about 3,000 more logs worth almost 30 million baht will 
be shipped in intervals during the next few weeks. 
[passage omitted] 


Thanit said customs officials checked the logs and 
charged a new one-percent import duty in line with a 
recent Cabinet resolution. 


He said the logs were brought into the country without a 
certificate of origin with special Cabinet permission. 
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The import of the Khmer logs is expected to relieve the 
acute shortage of wood as a result of the government's 
ban on logging. [passage omitted] 


Embassy Jurisdiction in Eastern Europe Modified 
BK 1603102589 Bangkok Domestic Service in English 
0000 GMT 16 Mar 89 


[Text] The cabinet has approved the Foreign Ministry’s 
plan to alter jurisdiction areas of Thai embassies in 
Eastern Europe. After modification, the Thai Embassy in 
Budapest, Hungary, will cover Czechoslovakia while the 
embassy in Warsaw, Poland, will take care of East 
Germany. The Thai Embassy in Belgrade, Yugoslavia 
will carry over the Bucharest mission’s task in Bulgaria. 


As a result of the modification, the Thai ambassador to 
Hungary will be concurrently the ambassador to Czech- 
oslovakia while the Thai ambassador in Belgrade will 
hold a concurrent post of ambassador to Bulgaria. 


Executives Send Letter Demanding Pay Increase 
BK2603091189 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
26 Mar 89 pp I, 3 


[By Prasong Charatdamrong] 


[Excerpts] State enterprise executives have sent a letter 
to Prime Minister Chatchai Chunhawan demanding 
salary increases “to prevent possible labour problems”. 


The letter was signed by Mrs Nantha Kowitwanit on 
behalf of the Public Enterprises Personnel Management 
(PEPM). 


The call for a pay rise has the support of many state 
enterprise governors who are unhappy over the Finance 
Ministry fixing a ceiling for their salaries. 


“There is no clear standard in making judgements. 
Salaries of top administrators depend largely on personal 
favour,” said a state enterprise governor who asked not 
to be identified. 


“We always Say that it’s only luck that gets one of us a 
higher salary than another,” said the governor. 


Another state enterprise governor said that if their 
salaries were not adjusted, lower-ranking officials would 
also not be able to get an increase. 


Executives of different state enterprises do not receive 
the same salary even though they hold same positions. 


Many State enterprise executives and middle-level offi- 
cials have not had a raise for years because their salaries 
have already reached the ceiling. 


“This phenomenon could soon develop into a labour 
problem,” said one state enterprise governor. [passage 
omitted] 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


In the letter to Gen Chatchai, the PEPM warned that all 
state enterprise employees were suffering under an 
“unjust system” and that “there are already signs of 
dissatisfaction that could cause labour unions to take 
action and cause labour problems”. 


PEPM vice president Phat Buranawat said the Govern- 
ment must review the salary ceiling for top administra- 
tors. 


He said the change in the salary scale to 53 steps was 
meant to be only an “immediate increase in pay.” 


Under the revised scale, each state enterprise employee 
is to be paid between 400 and 800 baht more, while the 
lowest-ranking employee is to get a minimum salary of 
about 2,340 baht a month. 


Mr Phat said this adjustment would not solve the salary 
problem in the long run and that more employees would 
reach their ceilings unless changes were made at the top. 


He said reports indicated that some state enterprise 
labour unions would soon call on the Government to 
make new salary adjustments. 


“If the Government fails to move it will certainly face 
labour unrest,” Mr Phat said. 


Prime Minister Pays Offficial Visit to India 


For Delhi reportage on the visit of Prime Minister 
Chatchai Chunhawan to India, including his meetings 
with Indian Prime Minister Gandhi, President Venkata- 
raman, and other officials, see the South Asia section of 
the 30 March Near East & South Asia DAILY REPORT 
and subsequent issues. 


Vietnam 


Nguyen Co Thach Receives U.S. Congressional Group 
BK2903 150889 Hanoi VNA in English 1505 GMT 
29 Mar 89 


[Text] Hanoi VNA March 29—A delegation of the U.S. 
Congress including Representative Stephen Solarz, 
chairman of the House Sub-Committee on Asia and the 
Pacific, and Representative Bill Richardson, member of 
the House International Relations Committee, visited 
Vietnam from March 28-29. 


While here, the delegation paid tribute to President Ho 
Chi Minh at his mausoleum and visited his home and 
office. They were received by Nguyen Co Thach, vice 
chairman of the Council of Ministers and minister of 
foreign affairs, and discussed with Deputy Foreign Min- 
ister Nguyen Dy Nien on matters of mutual concern. The 
delegation left here today for a visit to the People’s 
Republic of Kampuchea. 
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‘Brisk’ Border Trade at Lang Son Reported 
BK2903 152289 Hanoi VNA in English 1445 GMT 
29 Mar 89 


{Quotation marks as received] 


[Text] Hanoi VNA March 29—Lang Son Province is 
witnessing brisk trading activities of the Vietnamese and 
Chinese populations across the border after ten years of 
almost total break down after China’s attacks in Febru- 
ary 1979. Mutual visits to relatives on both sides are also 
on the increase. 


In the provincial town where scars of war are still visible, 
life has returned to normal, big houses and shops rebuilt 
on the ruins from the Ky Lua Bridge to Dong Dang 
Township, i3 kilometres further north. At Ky Lua 
makeshift salestands have sprung up, stacked with Chi- 
nese commodities such as electric fans, radio cassettes, 
earthenware, medicines, perfume, beer, apples... 


Not at Ky Lua alone. In many places from Ky Lua to 
Dong Dang the same bustle prevailed—Vietnamese 
commodities such as rice, groundnut, pangolins, turtles, 
swamp-eels, sea crabs and anise oil are exchanged for 
industrial and handicraft goods from China. 


These exchanges on a local scale have grown more quickly 
than expected and met the needs of the local populations 
on both sides, fuelled by the policy of multi-sectorial 
economy of both countries. Three Vietnamese families 
have purchased buses to service the Lang Son-Dong Dang 
line. Many others have applied for business licences from 
the provincial administration. “No official policy in this 
regard has yet been adopted,” said La Thang, secretary of 
the provincial party committee, “but we can see no reason 
why the normal exchanges between the people at the 
border should be hindered,” he added. 


Phung Mac, director of a provincial general trading 
company, said that his company has become busier. 
Profit is not what we are after in this connection. Our 
primary aim has always been to help boost local produc- 
tion. So, the state-run trade must play the key role in 
regulating the market prices as well as the interflow of 
goods across the border. In our view, it is essential to 
promulgate soon new policies on taxes in order to protect 
domestic production™ he stressed. 


Industrialists Group Founded in Ho Chi Minh City 
BK3003081789 Hanoi VNA in English 0718 GMT 
30 Mar 89 


[Text] Hanoi VNA March 30—The Industrialists Asso- 
ciation of Ho Chi Minh City has been founded, compris- 
ing many well-known industrialists and businessmen in 
former Saigon. 
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The association has elected a 35-member Executive 
Board including prominent economists and industrial- 
ists like Nguyen Xuan Oanh, Ngo Cong Duc, Nguyen 
Thi Nu and Pham Sanh. 


State Enterprise Union Statute Promulgated 
BK2903030889 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
1100 GMT 28 Mar 89 


[Text] To create conditions for unions of state enterprises 
to operate efficiently, on 20 March 1989 the Council of 
Ministers promulgated the Statute of State Enterprise 
Unions. This statute specifies clearly the organizational 
principle, function, duty and authority of state enterprise 
unions; the organization of production and management; 
the production and business operations of the unions; the 
supply of materials; the consumption of products; export 
and import; conditions for establishing and disbanding the 
unions; and other separate stipulations for unions of some 
special economic sectors. 


Cooperation, Investment Commission Set Up 
BK2903080689 Hanoi VNA in English 0720 GMT 
29 Mar 89 


[Text] Hanoi VNA March 29—The State Council has 
ratified the establishment of a State Commission for 
Cooperation and Investment. The commission will oper- 
ate as an inter-ministerial organ with the following 
functions: 


—Drafting and submitting to the Council of Ministers for 
approval investment policies in line with the party and 
state’s socioeconomic strategy, preparing and announc- 
ing a list of projects open to foreign investment: 

—Providing guidance to both Vietnamese and foreign 
partners in conducting consultations and signing 
agreements and contracts on cooperation and invest- 
ment, including the establishment of enterprises with 
100 percent foreign investment, and settling questions 
raised by foreign companies and individual investors; 

—Considering the applications for the setting up of 
foreign invested projects and joint ventures and 
licensing their foundation and operation: 

—Determining preferential terms for foreign-invested 
enterprises and joint ventures. 

—Monitoring the implementation of contracts with for- 
eigners, modifying regulations or supplementing 
them, if necessary. 

—Analyzing the economic efficiency of foreign-invested 
undertakings. 


The State Commission for Cooperation and Investment 
is represented by the State Planning Commission, the 
State Commission for Science and Technology, the Min- 
istry for External Economic Relations, the Ministry of 
Finance, and the State Bank. 


The commission will also have its representation in Ho 
Chi Minh City. 
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Agricultural Tax Regulation Issued 
BK2503002189 Hanoi NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 
16 Feb 89 p 3 


[Council of State Regulation on Agricultural Taxes—as 
“amended and supplemented on 30 January 1989"] 


[Text] To make the agricultural tax policy fair, reason- 
able, and uniform nationwide, thereby contributing to 
building socialism and defending the socialist fatherland 
and to promote intensive cultivation, multicropping, 
and increased areas under cultivation; 


By virtue of Articles 83 and 100 of the SRV Constitution; 


Pursuant to the resolution of the Fourth Session of the 
Seventh National Assembly on 28 December 1982: 


Referring tc the resolution of the Fourth Session of the 
Eighth National Assembly on 1989 state budget esti- 
mate: 


This regulation provides stipulations on agricultural taxes. 
Chapter | 
General 


Article |: All organizations or individuals using agricul- 
tural or other kinds of land for agricultural production 
are required to pay the agricultural tax 


Article 2: The basis on which agricultural tax is calcu- 
lated shall be as follows: 


a. The land area and the soil category for land that is put 
under annual crop cultivation. 

b. The land area and the annual crop yield or the annual 
crop yield value for land that 1s used for horticulture 
or for perennial crop cultivation. 


Agricultural tax shall be collected chiefly in the form of 
rice paddy. If collection is to be made in the form of 
other farm produce or if tax is to be paid in cash instead 
of produce, this shall be decided by the Council of 
Ministers. 


Article 3: Newly opened land and reclaimed fallow land 
shall be exempt from agricultural tax for the following 
periods, effective from the firss crop harvest: 


a. From 3 to 5 years for newly-opened land. 
b. From | to 3 years for reclaimed fallow land. 


The period of time for which a piece of land remains 
exempt from agricultural taxation shall be considered on 
a case-by-case basis by the relevant provincial or city 
people's committees under the direct jurisdiction of the 
central government or by the relevant administrative 
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units at corresponding levels as recommended by the 
relevant district, precinct, town, or city people’s commit- 
tees of the provinces concerned. 


Article 4: As for those newly opened lands and reclaimed 
fallow lands in new economic zones whose tax exemp- 
tion period has expired but whose owners, engaged in 
wasteland reclamation, are still encountering numerous 
difficulties, the relevant provincial or city people’s com- 
mittees under the direct jurisdiction of the central gov- 
ernment or the relevant administrative units at corre- 
sponding levels shall decide on the extention of the 
period for tax exemption. The period of the extension 
shall not exceed 5 years for newly opened land or 3 years 
for reclaimed fallow land. 


Article 5: Regarding those pieces of land in the mountain 
regions where the people have just embarked on settled 
farming and settled life and whose lives are not yet 
stabilized, and who are still encountering numerous 
difficulties, the relevant provincial people’s committees 
shall decide on the agricultural tax exemption. 


Article 6 (new): As defined in Article 35 of the Law on 
Land, the area of residential land allocated to each 
peasant household in each area shall be exempted from 
agricultural tax. If the area of residential land of each 
peasant household exceeds this established level, the 
extra portion of land shall be subjected to agricultural 
taxation. 


Chapter Il 
The basis for tax computations and the tax table 


Article 7: Based on the fertility (of soil) and the irrigation 
conditions reflected in the annual average output under 
normal cultivation, land used for annual crop cultivation 
shall be divided into the following seven categories: 


Annual average output—based on the number of 
kilos of paddy harvested per 100 square meters 
50 kilos and up 

40 kilos to less than 50 kilos 

30 kilos to less than 40 kilos 

25 kilos to less than 30 kilos 

20 kilos to less than 25 kilos 

15 kilos to less than 20 kilos 

Under 15 kilos 


Category 


SNOW & wre 


Soil classification shall be carried out by village, ward, 
and town people's committees concerned under the 
guidance of the district, precinct, town, and city people's 
committees of the relevant provinces. 


Once the soil classification chart has been considered by 
provincial or city people’s committees under direct juris- 
diction of the central government or by administrative 
units at corresponding levels and then approved by the 
Council of Ministers, it shall be used as the basis for tax 
computations for 5 years. 
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Article 8 (new). 1. The following annual tax norms shall 
be applied to crop land: 


Norms based on numbers of kgs of paddy 
per 100 square meters 


Soil Lowland Midland Mountain 

category villages villages villages 

l 7.0 6.5 5.8 

2 5.6 5.2 4.6 

3 4.2 3.9 3.5 

4 3.5 3.2 2.9 

5 2.8 2.6 2.3 

6 2.1 1.9 1.7 

7 1.0 0.8 0.6 
2. (new) 


a. Short-term industrial crop land shall be subjected to a 
tax «mount equal to 10 percent of the annual crop 
yield 

b. Special pharmaceutical crop land shall be subjected to 
a tax amount equal to 20 percent of the annual crop 
yield; 

c. Other pharmaceutical crop land shall be subjected to 
the same amount of tax imposed on crop land classi- 
fied under item | of this article. 


Article 9 (new). The percentage of agricultural taxes 
imposed on orchard land and perennial crop land shall 
be based on the annual crop yield or annual crop yield 
value of each kind of crop. 


1. Perennial industrial crops: 

a. Industrial crops of high economic values: |4 percent 

b. Other perennial indvstrial crops: 12 percent. 

2. Fruit trees: 

a. Special fruit trees of high economic values: 20 percent 

b. Other fruit trees: 16 percent 

c. Fruit orchards under the care of the elderly people of 
the various cooperatives and agricultural production 
teams, or the village or ward people’s committees: 14 
percent 


3. Foliage plants and timber trees 

a. Foliage plants and timber trees of high economic 
values: 15 percent 

b. Other foliage piants and timber trees: 10 percent 

c. Other perennial trees: 12 percent 

The annual crop yield or annual crop yield value of each 

kind of plant or tree shall be determined by village, city 

ward, and town people’s committees under the guidance 

of district, precinct, or city people’s committees of the 

provinces concerned. Once they have been considered by 

the provincial or city people’s committees under the 

direct jurisdiction of the central government or admin- 

istrative units at corresponding levels, these annual crop 

yields or annual crop yield values shall be used as the 

bases for tax computations. 
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Article 10 (new). As for those pieces of land allotted to 
agricultural cooperatives, agricultural cooperation 
teams, or individual peasant households, tax computa- 
tions shall be based on the provisions specified under 
Articles 7, 8 (new), and 9 (new) of this regulation. 


Regarding orchard land, perennial crop land, and other 
land allotted to members of cooperatives or production 
cooperation teams for family-based economic develop- 
ment, as well as the area of residential land that exceeds 
the established norms specified under Article 35 of the 
Law on Land. the same tax amounts imposed on plots of 
land allotted to cooperatives and production coopera- 
tion teams shall be applied to them. 


Article 11 (new). Plots of land ailotted to state farms, 
forestry sites, and state-run stations for agricultural 
production shali be subjected to agricultural taxes and 
tax computations shall be made in accordance with the 
stipulations specified under Articles 7, 8 (new), and 9 
(new) of this regulation. 


Regarding those plots of land allotted to cadres, workers, 
and civil servants of the various state farms, forestry 
sites, and state-run stations for family-based economic 
development, the same tax amounts imposed on plots of 
land allotted to those state farms, forestry sites, and 
state-run stations shall also be applied to them. 


Article 12. The system of additional taxes on private 
peasants is hereby abolished. 


Article 13 (new) Regarding plots of land allotted to other 
organizations and individuals for agricultural produc- 
tion, tax computations shall be made in accordance with 
the stipulations specified under Articles 7, 8 (new), and 9 
(new) of this regulation. 


Article 14. Agricultural taxes are collected once or twice 
a year depending on the main crop seasons in the year. 
The amount of taxes to be paid for each crop and the 
time of payment are determined by the Council of 
Ministers for each province, each municipality under 
direct central government jurisdiction, and equivalent 

administrative units. Chapter Ul 

Tax Reduction, Tax Exemption 


Article 15. Agricultural taxes reduction or exemption 
may be authorized in the following cases: 


a. Natural disasters and enemy threat that cause heavy 
losses of harvest. 


b. When production is being reorganized or economic 
and technical plans and projects are being modified as 
approved by state agencies and when the incomes of 
the taxed organizations and individuals have 
decreased a lot when compared to those of previous 
years. 
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Article 16 (new). With respect to the households of ethnic 
minority people and poor peasants in former resistance 
zones who are currently having many difficulties in life, 
they may be considered and approved for tax reduction or 
exemption by the people’s committees of districts, pre- 
cincts, cities and municipalities in provinces. 


Article 17 (new). If the households of war invalids and 
fallen heroes’ survivors have many difficulties in life, and 
are so recognized by the people’s committees of villages, 
city wards, and towns, they may be considered and 
approved for tax reduction by the people’s committees of 
districts, precincts, cities and municipalities in provinces. 


Article 18. The Council of Ministers will specifically 
stipulate cases of tax reduction and exemption as men- 
tioned above in Articles 15, 16 (new), and 17 (new). The 
people’s committees of provinces and cities under direct 
jurisdiction of the central government or equivalent 
administrative units are authorized to decide on tax reduc- 
tion and exemption in those cases cited in Articles 15, 16 
(new), and 17 (new) of this regulation within the limit of 
not more than 5 percent of the total prescribed amounts of 
taxes to be collected annually in provinces and cities under 
direct jurisdiction of the central government or equivalent 
administrative units. In case the above limit should be 
exceeded, the people’s committees of provinces and cities 
under direct jurisdiction of the central government or 
equivalent administrative units will recommend it to the 
Council of Ministers for decision. 

Chapter IV 

Organization and Implementation 


Article 19. The Council of Ministers provides leadership 
for the organization and implementation of the whole 
agricultural taxation task. 


The Finance Ministry organizes and implements the 
agricultural taxation task and guides, supervises, and 
controls the people’s committees in this task. 


Responsible agencies from the central to local levels 
must fulfill their responsibility for agricultural taxation 
within their jurisdiction and duty. 


Article 20. The people’s committees of provinces and 
municipalities under direct jurisdiction of the central 
government or equivalent administrative units are duty 
bound to provide guidance for the people’s committees 
at all lower levels and sectors to organize and implement 
the agricultural taxation task in their localities to ensure 
that taxes are collected in accordance with the policy, up 
to prescribed norms and on time; that the tax collection 
machinery can be perfected; that those organizations and 
individuals with many achievements in the agricultural 
taxation task can be promptly mobilized, commended, 
and rewarded or recommended for commendation and 
reward to higher echelons. 
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Article 21: The district, town, and city people’s commit- 
tees of the provinces concerned are responsible for 
directing the people’s committees at lower levels to carry 
out the task regarding agricultural tax and for guiding, 
promoting, and supervising efforts to define the areas to 
be subjected to taxation, classify the category of soil; 
define the yields of garden land and perennial crop land; 
compute taxes; compile tax registers; collect tax and 
audit tax registers on schedule; and to provide leadership 
for and organize the granting of tax reductions and tax 
exemptions as provided for by the law. 


Article 22: Village, ward, and town people’s committees 
have the duty to organize the implementation of the task 
regarding agricultural tax in their own localities, spread 
explanatory propaganda on the agricultural tax policy, 
verify the areas of land to be subjected to taxation, 
classify the category of soil, define the yields of garden 
land and perennial crop land, compute tax, compile tax 
registers, organize tax collection, set up storehouses for 
paddy collected as tax, and strengthen various tax assis- 
tance orgnizations—namely village, ward, and town 
agricultural tax sections. 


Article 23: Those organizations and individuals required 
to pay agricultural tax shall precisely declare their land 
areas, the soil categories of their perennial crop lands, 
the yields of their garden land and perennial crop land, 
and pay in full and on schedule the tax due. 


If, finding that the application of the agricultural tax 
policy to their units or to themselves are not in accor- 
dance with the law, the organizations or individuals 
concerned have the right to lodge a complaint with the 
people’s committee in the locality where they file tax. In 
case the subject disagrees with the decision of the peo- 
ple’s committee with which the complaint is lodged, he 
or she has the right to appeal to the people’s committee 
at the next higher echelon. Any decision taken by the 
people’s committee at the next higher echelon shall 
prevail. 


Pending settlement, the complainant will still have to 
pay in full and on schedule the tax due. 


Chapter V 
Commendations, Rewards, and Penalties 


Article 24: Localities, organizations, or individuals with 
high records in the task regarding agricultural tax shall be 
commended and rewarded. 


The Ministry of Finance may derive certain amounts of 
money from the annual tax revenue to set up a bonus 
fund for agricultural tax-related performances. 


The amount of money to be derived from and the 
procedures for the setting up and use of the bonus fund 
shall be decided by the Council of Ministers. 
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Article 25: 


1. Any organizations or individuals found to be fraudu- 
lent in tax computation and tax payment or to be 
procastinating in tax payment shall be subjected to the 
following one or many forms of penalties: 


a. Admonition. 


b. Being fined in cash or in kinds twice the amount of tax 
due. 


2. Any one found to be obstructing or instigating other 
people to obstruct the enforcement of this regulation or 
to be obstructing the investigation and adjudication of 
the violations of law shall, depending on the degree of 
violations, be punished with disciplinary administrative 
measures or be prosecuted according to the law. 
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Article 26: Any one found to be abusing his position or 
authority to condone those people violating the regula- 
tion on agricultural tax, to be acting against the stipula- 
tions in the regulation on agricultural tax, or to be 
showing a lack of responsibility in the enforcement of the 
regulation on agricultural tax shall be punished with 
disciplinary administrative measures. He or she may be 
prosecued according to the law if the violations result in 
grave consequences. 


Chapter VI 
Final Clauses 


Article 27: All previous stipulations at variance with this 
regulation shall hereby be rescinded. 


Article 28: The Council of Ministers shall come up with 
detailed measures for implementation of this regulation. 
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Australia 


Indian Envoy Views Australian Ties With Fiji 
BK2903072989 Melbourne Overseas Service in English 
0500 GMT 29 Mar 89 


[Text] India has accused Australia of not doing enough 
to try to have democracy restored in Fiji. The accusation 
made by India’s high commissioner to Australia, Mr 
Hameed Hansari, who is about to end a 4-year term in 
Canberra, said India remained disappointed with Aus- 
tralia’s reaction to the coups in Fiji in 1987. 


He said this disappointment centered on Australia’s 
continuing ties with Fiji, including its financial aid 
program of about Australian $17 million in the current 
financial year. 


Papua New Guinea 


Namaliu Defers Australia Visit Due to ‘Unrest’ 
BK 3003061289 Melbourne Overseas Service in English 
0500 GMT 30 Mar 89 


[Text] The Papua New Guinea prime minister, Mr 
Namaliu, has deferred an official visit to Australia 
because of unrest on the troubled island of Bougainville. 
Radio Australia’s Port Moresby correspondent, Sean 
Dorney, says the Australian High Commission has yet to 
be informed officially of the postponement. 


He says Mr Namaliu was due to fly to Australia next 
Monday for a 9-day visit which was to have included the 
Signing of a new trade agreement with Australia. The 
decision to postpone the trip was taken after lengthy 
discussions between Mr Namaliu and his cabinet on the 
situation in Bougainville. 


Our correspondent says soldiers are now helping police 
restore law and order following ethnic violence on the 
island. 


Meanwhile, the Department of Foreign Affairs in Can- 
berra has denied that officials of the Australian High 
Commission in Port Moresby have been meddling in 
Papua New Guinea's affairs. 


In an official response to the Papua New Guinea foreign 
secretary, Mr (Bill Dean), the Australian high commis- 
sioner, Mr Lance Joseph, says there seems to have been a 
misunderstanding about recent incidents. Yesterday, Mr 
(Dean) complained to Australia that the deputy high 
commissioner, Mr Howard Brown, and an Australian 
journalist had gone to Bougainville despite a ban on visits. 


In Australia’s response, Mr Joseph says the high com- 
mission had not been notified of a ban on diplomats 
traveling to Bougainville. 


A foreign affairs spokesman in Canberra described Mr 
Joseph's letter as [word indistinct] and forthright. 


AUSTRALASIA 73 


Further on Riot Situation 
BK3003111289 Hong Kong AFP in English 1054 GMT 
30 Mar 89 


[By Wally Hiambohn] 


[Text] Port Moresby, March 30 (AFP)}—Papua New 
Guinea’s Prime Minister Rabbie Namaliu Thursday said 
he had postponed an | 1-day visit to Australia due to 
riots on northern Bougainville Island and other pressing 
domestic problems. 


Mr. Namaliu attributed the law and order situation on 
Bougainville as the major reason for postponing his trip, 
which he said he would defer to a later date. 


“I want to be comfortable and relaxed when I take the 
trip,” he said in a statement, adding that he had written 
to his Australian counterpart Bob Hawke informing him 
of his decision. 


(In Canberra a spokesman for Mr. Hawke said Mr. 
Namaliu had telephoned the prime minister's office 
about the decision. He was due to visit Australia from 
April 3 to 13.) 


Mr. Namaliu said there was considerable interest in 
Australia about the current situation in Papua New 
Guinea, particularly on Bougainville, and he wouid have 
to deal with that before he could go to Canberra. 


Seven people have been killed and more than 30 injured, 
among them a number of police officers, in several 
incidents involving authorities, local villagers and itin- 
erant labourers over the past fortnight. 


Observers said another matter for Mr. Namaliu to deal 
with is the 10 million kina (11.5 million dollar [currency 
not further specified]) compensation demanded by land- 
owners from Bougainville Copper Ltd., which operates a 
large gold and copper mine on the island. 


Landowners were responsible for attacks on police and 
the destruction of mine equipment late last year. 


Last week Mr. Namaliu ordered more than | 20 soldiers 
and about 350 riot police to Bougainville to quell the 
disturbances and extended the present curfew. 


On Wednesday Foreign Minister Michael Somare repri- 
manded Australian High Commissioner Lance Joseph 
for “meddling in Papua New Guinea's internal affairs” 
following a visit to Bougainville by Deputy High Com- 
missioner Howard Brown. 
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The Papua New Guinea Government banned all foreign 
diplomats and journalists from the island, and a number 
of Australian newsmen were sent back to Port Moresby 
at the weekend.Officials here said Papua New Guinea's 
high commissioner (ambassador) to Australia, Paul 
Songo, had been instructed to liaise with Australian 
officials on an alternate date for Mr. Namaliu’s visit. 


Mr. Namaliu had planned to visit Brisbane, Sydney, 
Canberra, Melbourne and Perth. 


AUSTRALASIA 


Mr. Hawke's spokesman said both countries regretted 
the postponement and were keen to set a new date for 
what would be Mr. Namaliu’s first visit to Australia as 
prime minster. 


Mr. Namaliu became prime minister in July last year 
when he beat Paias Wingti’s coalition government after a 
no-confidence vote in Parliament. 


He faces a similar motion of no-confidence himself when 
Parliament resumes next July. 
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